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Abstract

The Sadraean theory of culture, grounded in the principles of Transcendent The-
osophy, particularly the doctrine of the unity of the world and the known, explains
the existence of culture as revolving around the unity of human beings with shared
semantic systems. By interrogating the principles of this philosophical system,
including the “corporeal origin and spiritual survival of the soul,” the “reflection
of the inner and outer aspects of existence,” and the “interconnection of senso-
ry perceptions and intellectual meanings,” it becomes clear that cultures are in-
terconnected with spatial orders. This means that each “semantic system,” when
transformed into a culture, brings with it its own spatial order, while the spatial
order and physical environment of society, in turn, influence the semantic-cul-
tural system. Therefore, religion, in order to establish a monotheistic semantic
system in society, provides a special spatial order. This spatial order is centered
on the mosque, and the functions and spatial position of the mosque are such that
the dissemination of meaning in the Muslim social world is shaped through the
mosque as the “primary communication center of society.” The body and architec-
tural dimension of the mosque, which has a great capacity for meaning-making,
has important dos and don’ts in religious thought, as in the prophetic tradition and
the biography of Muslims, the position of the mosque in relation to other physi-
cal elements of the city is determined in such a way that this sacred place gives
meaning to other urban organs. This meaning-making is achieved through two
mechanisms: first, the centrality and axis of the mosque among the urban organs,
and second, the echo of some of the architectural features of mosques in other
urban buildings. These results are obtained through an analysis of the rules and
regulations of architecture and urban planning in the Islamic tradition, relying on
both deductive-demonstrative and descriptive-analytical methods.
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