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Abstract: The aim of this applied research was to 
identify the factors affecting the success of open 
innovation in universities and present a 
comprehensive model on such factors affecting the 
success of open innovation in Yazd University. 
Regarding the data collection tools, it was attempted 
to make use of library and survey (questionnaire) 
methodology. The research statistical population was 
consisted of all faculty members of Yazd University, 
among whom the sample members were selected using 
judgmental and snowball sampling methods. 
Following the formation of a panel of academic elites 
and the examination of related literature, a series of 
factors affecting the success of open innovation was 
extracted. Having refined the forenamed factors, a 
comprehensive model of factors focused on the 
Interpretive-Structural Modeling approach was 
presented thereof. The results showed that taking 
advantage of creativity of personnel, presenting the 
research findings to the external beneficiaries, 
developing the relations between industry and 
university, promoting the foreign R&D units, the 
existence of creative space, knowledge externalization 
process and investment in R&D in Level I, resorting 
to appropriate research partnership, employing 
qualified personnel, providing appropriate IT 
infrastructure and recruiting valuable workforce in 
Level II and Level III, and in fourth level of model 
nurturing a desirable leadership style, as underpinning 
the model of open innovation, in Level IV deserved 
due attention in that the latter factors were embedded 
with the highest possible leverage and, consequently, 
they last a profound impact on other factors.   
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