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Abstract

The realization of the Quranic utopia is based on understanding all cultural and civ-
ilizational aspects of the Book of Revelation. This research addresses the question:
What are the components of cultural formation for the non-economic civilization-
al requirements of the Islamic Ummabh, as reflected in the economic vocabulary of
the Holy Quran? According to the research findings through analytical methods, the
elimination of cultural harms is identified as the most substantial issue, also increas—
ing cooperation and social support, as well as enhancing and stabilizing personal
and territorial security, are requirements embedded in such vocabulary of the Quran.
Consequently, it was determined that the Quran, by employing economic terms that
are comprehensible and practical for the general public, seeks to guide the society to-
wards what an Islamic civilization necessitates. It aims to foster a prevalent discourse
within the Islamic community to enhance the civilizational role of all Muslims. Fur-
thermore, in utilizing these terms, the Quran addresses the harms faced by Muslim
communities and the impacts of non-Muslims on the culture and civilization of the
Islamic Ummah.

Keywords: Quran and Culture, Quran and Civilization, Civilization Building, Cul-
tural Formation, Economic Vocabulary of the Quran
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Introduction

The Holy Quran is a foundational element of Islamic culture and serves as a stan-
dard for the worldview, conduct, and actions of humanity across all ages. This divine
source presents human-building norms both at the individual and social levels with
the aim of gradual cultural development. Thus, it teaches specific models, methods,
and styles to individuals that can be beneficial for the enhancement of Islamic society
and the construction of an ideal Islamic civilization. The Quran’s diverse teachings
address the broader issue of civilization building. For instance, the economic termi-
nology in the Quran primarily brings to mind financial matters such as buying, sell-
ing, earnings, wealth, trade, loans, and so forth. However, these economic terms are
also employed in non-economic contexts. The research at hand examines the appli-
cation of economic terminology in non-economic subjects with the goal of cultural
and civilizational enhancement relevant to the needs of the Islamic community.

Research Method

The hypothesis of this research is that the Quran, in sections that contain economic
themes, also discusses various aspects of Islamic civilization that have both finan-
cial and non-financial dimensions. By doing so, it aims to create a model civiliza-
tion for all historical periods, with a comprehensive role for both governance and the
people within the Islamic community. This is conditional on a profound and precise
understanding of the Holy Book being imparted to all Muslims. The research method
employed is descriptive-analytical. First, Quranic verses with economic themes are
identified, and then their semantic implications are analyzed. Economic terms in their
economic sense are distinguished from those with non-economic, civilizational, and
cultural implications.

The following verses contain the main themes related to the application of economic
terms in non-economic, civilizational, and cultural contexts: Surah An-Nisa vers-
es 111-112, 44, and 88; Surah Al-Ma'idah verse 38; Surah Al-An’am verse 129;
Surah Fussilat verse 17; Surah Al-Bagarah verses 16, 79, 86,90, 41, 174, 175, and
245; Surah An-Nabhl verse 95; Surah Aal-e-Imran verses 77, 175, 187, and 199;
Surah At-Tawbah verse 9; Surah Lugman verse 6; Surah Fatir verse 29; Surah As-
Saff verses 10 and 11.

Subsequently, by referring to Quranic exegeses such as “Tafsir Al-Burhan Fi Tafsir
Al-Quran,” “Tafsir Kauthar,” “Tafsir Al-Furqan,” “Tafsir Aliyin,” “Tafsir Samar-
gandi,” “Tafsir Majma’ al-Bayan,” and “Tafsir Jami" al-Bayan Fi Tafsir al-Quran,”
civilizational and cultural issues related to Quranic terminology are enumerated, fol-
lowed by detailed explanations.
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Research Findings
- Eliminating Cultural Damages:

Culture is a key factor in the emergence of any civilization (Kashfi, 2011, p. 30).
Without addressing cultural damages, the path to advancement cannot be pursued.
The Holy Book also pays attention to the cultural issues of the community. In numer-
ous verses, the Quran uses the economic term “acquisition” (c—.S) to describe reli-
gious deviance (,—|) or wrongdoing (:-L>), which are clear indicators of religious
anomalies (An-Nisa: 111-112).

- Cultural Damages within the Islamic Community:

The first level of this cultural perspective concerns Muslims who have personal is-
sues. After identifying the characteristics of those with diseased hearts, the Quran
concludes its socio-ethical discussion by stating:

“They are those who have purchased error in exchange for guidance, so their transac-
tion has brought no profit, and they were not guided” (Al-Bagarah: 16).

- Cultural Damages among Religious Minorities:

The second level of this cultural diagnosis pertains to religious minorities within
Islamic civilization, which are sources of certain cultural damages within the Islam-
ic civilization. The Holy Book addresses the People of the Book, who are aware of
Allah’s verses, and prevents them from selling the verses so that they may be guided.
- Anti-Cultural Productions:

At the third level, the Holy Book refers to a significant cultural issue involving the
production of anti-value content disguised as religious knowledge and states:

“So woe to those who write the “scripture’ with their own hands, then say, “This is
from Allah, in order to exchange it for a small price. Woe to them for what their hands
have written and woe to them for what they earn” (Al-Bagarah: 79).

- Increasing Cooperation and Social Solidarity:

Cooperation and collaboration among members of society are essential for the prog-
ress of human societies (Velayati, 2005, p. 20). Islamic culture pursues cooperation
in its civilizational teachings based on a monotheistic perspective. Part of the Quran’s
economic discourse is also reflected in this context. The Holy Book, in two similar
instances, presents the concept of “loan to Allah” to connect the believers’ financial
cooperation with other believers to a spiritual perspective (Al-Baqarah: 245).

- Enhancing and Stabilizing Personal and Territorial Security:

Security is a key component of the continuity and advancement of civilizations
(Asadi, 2022, p. 33). Islamic culture considers “jihad” as the most important element



in ensuring security, and the Quran promotes this concept in various ways, with part
of it being framed within the Quran’s economic discourse. The most evident example
is found in the terms “buying” (+| 2_5)) and "selling” (~—) in Surah At-Tawbah verse
111, where Allah is the buyer, the believers are the sellers, and the reward is paradise.

Conclusion

Based on the research findings, the Quran uses economic terms that are easily un-
derstood and applicable to the general public to guide society towards the needs of
an Islamic civilization. By creating a common discourse in the Islamic community, it
aims to enhance the participation of all Muslims. Therefore, it can be said that one of
the Quran’s methods for cultural development in this field is the use of terms that, by
aligning with financial interests, lay the groundwork for civilizational actions. Addi-
tionally, it has been clarified that the Quran, in applying these terms, not only consid-
ers the damages within Muslim groups but also takes into account the influences of
non-Muslims that affect the culture and civilization of the Islamic community. This
indicates that in the path of cultural development and civilization building, one should
not only focus on the conduct of Muslims but also take a broad view to analyze the
behavior of all individuals.
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