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A Case Study Analysis of the Dual Nature of
Epistemological Topics Based on the Distinction
Between the Early and Later Ibn Sina
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Abstract

Although Ibn Sina's ontological views have overshadowed his
epistemological discussions, by examining the foundations of
epistemology, one can gain insight into the epistemological system
of Peripatetic philosophy in general (mainly based on reason and
argumentation) and Avicennian philosophy in particular (based
on reason and argumentation along with the element of intuition).
Within this intellectual context, the research question becomes:
how can we reveal the epistemological approach in Ibn Sina's
philosophy by examining and extracting specific case studies
from key epistemological issues? On one hand, Ibn Sina's theory
of definition in logic is seen as an introduction to his epistemology,
grounded in the utilization of the five universal concepts. The
comprehension of these concepts also qualifies as acquired
knowledge. Hence, the emphasis on systematic intellectual
endeavor, coupled with an acquired knowledge approach within
the domain of logic, can be considered a contributing factor to the
relatively diminished attention given to presential knowledge. In
this context, lbn Sina scrutinizes every cognitive process,
encompassing sensory, imaginative, estimative, and intellectual
perception, through the lens of abstraction. In examining the
epistemological process of intellection, Ibn Sina highlights the
mediating role of forms in acquired knowledge. By delving into
imaginative perception, he underscores the epistemological
dimension of this issue and the undeniable role of imagination as
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one of the perceptual faculties within the human cognitive system.
On a different note, Ibn Sina's epistemological principles
originate from the soul, where intellect, intuition, and perception
manifest as facets of the soul's perfection. Although sensory
perception retains a special role in his epistemology as the
primary source of human awareness. The significance of this
research issue lies in portraying the interconnected nature of the
history of philosophy. Revealing this interconnectedness unveils
various, sometimes hidden angles of philosophers’ thoughts,
particularly those of Ibn Sina. Through a meticulous analysis of
Ibn Sina's epistemological issues, this research introduces an
alternative perspective on Ibn Sina.

Keywords: Epistemology, Definition, Knowledge, Intellection,
Imagination, Ibn Sina.
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