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An Examination of Mustafa Husseini Tabatabaei's
Interpretive view on associating Supplication with
Polytheism with emphasis on the denial of Constitutive
Guardianship
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Maliha Poursatar ***

Abstract

Wahhabi and Takfiri currents, by rejecting the constitutive
guardianship of God’s saints, associate Supplication with
polytheism. Mustafa Husseini Tabatabaei, a prominent figure
within the Quranic Salafist movement, in his Quranic commentary,
“Bayan Ma'ani dar Kalam Rabbani”, rejects the notion of prophets
and imams having dominion over nature and creation. In explaining
the miracles and Karmats attributed to God’s saints in the Quran,
he cites verses that emphasize predestination and asserts that God
alone is the agent of these events. He denies any form of agency in
supernatural matters or constitutive guardianship for God's saints,
viewing them as acting solely in accordance with God's will.
Equating the belief in the agency of God’s saints with the Quranic
verses describing the beliefs of idolaters, Tabatabaei refutes the
concept of constitutive guardianship for anyone other than God.
This research, employing a descriptive-analytical approach, will
demonstrate that numerous verses and narrations emphasize the
dominion of God’s saints over creation with God's permission,
attributing to them the role of secondary and non-independent
agents in these actions. God’s saints did not reject the requests and
supplications of the people in this regard but rather reminded them
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that the fulfillment of these requests is subject to God's will. A key
distinction between the Shi'a view of God’s saints and the idolaters'
view of idols lies in the Shi‘a emphasis on the non-independent
nature of the saint's agency.
Keywords: Asking for help, Orison, Qur'anists, guardianship of creation,
Wahhabism, Salafism, imploration, Mustafa Husseini Tabatabaei.
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