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Abstract

Symbolism is a literary approach that uses symbols, including words, people, signs, places,
or abstract ideas, to represent something beyond their literal and real meanings in the real
world. The purpose of this article comparatively compares the similarities and differences
between the concepts that related to the metaphorical and the mythological symbolism of
the symbol of " Lion" in Shakespeare's "Othello" and "Hamlet" and great and lyrical work
Nezami's "Khosrow and Shirin."

The present paper shows that the use of the mythical symbol of "lion" in the expression of
both authors includes extensive and particular abstract concepts. In Shakespeare's Hamlet,
this symbol has associated with the concepts such as madness, anger, revenge, hatred, and
in "Khosrow and Shirin" with glory and grandeur. In the book "Othello" Shakespeare used
the symbol of the lion in a different way as a social strategy.

An analytical and descriptive study of the symbol of the lion shows that the symbolism of
the "lion" has helped writers persuade the reader to understand their mentality and accept
fictional characters. In addition, we see that the authors have pursued common rhetorical
goals in brevity and exaggeration; the symbol of the " Lion " beside its conventional
meanings among different societies, in the works of these two writers, has its similarities in
their use.
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Ifit be, Why seems it so particular with thee?:Gertrude
Seems, madam! nay it is; I know not “seems.”:Hamlet
"Tis not alone my inky cloak, good mother,
Nor customary suits of solemn black,
Nor windy suspiration of forced46 breath,
No, nor the fruitful river in the eye,
Nor the dejected havior of the visage,
Together with all forms, moods, shapes of grief,
That can denote me truly. These indeed seem,
For they are actions that a man might play,
But I have that within which passeth51 show;
These but the trappings and the suits of woe. (HAMLET, act 1, scene 2)
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Hamlet It waves me still.
(to Ghost)
Go on; I'll follow thee.
Marcellus  You shall not go, my lord.

Hamlet Hold off your hands.
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Horatio Beruled. You shall not go.
Hamlet My fate cries out
And makes each petty artere53 in this body
As hardy54 as the Nemean lion’s nerve. (HAMLET, act 1, scene 4)
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Othello
As Tam an honest man, I thought you had received Iago:
some bodily wound. There is more sense in that than in
reputation. Reputation is an idle and most false

imposition, oft got without merit and lost without
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deserving. You have lost no reputation at all, unless you
repute yourself such a loser. What, man! There are ways to
recover the general again.
You are but now cast in his
mood, a punishment more in policy than in malice,
even so as one would beat his offense less dog to affright an
(OTHELLO, Act 2, Scene 3) imperious lion.
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Cassio: Reputation, reputation, reputation! O, [ have lost my reputation.
[ have lost the immortal part of myself, and what remains is bestial.
(OTHELLO, act 3, scene 2) My reputation, lago, my reputation.
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