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Democracy and Moral Conflict)*
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Abstract

This article reviews the book Democracy and Moral Conflict Written by
Robert B. Talisse. Talisse in the crisis of democracy, which is a Hobbesian
natural state, offered the alternative to the standard views of democratic
political philosophers who believe that the democracy derived from some
decidedly moral commitment. But he argued, there is good reason to think
that, under current conditions, these values among citizens are essentially
controversial. By contrast, the case for democratic politics which he proposed
in this book draws from principles that are epistemic rather than moral and
he called it folk epistemology. Talisse is a liberal democratic philosopher, but
his method and solution to this crisis is Hobbesian, the separation of ethics
and politics. However, he did not propose 'absolute state', but 'dialogical
democracy'. Hence, a dialogical democracy requires the state to pursue the
cultivation of certain epistemic capabilities among its citizens. Talisse's
alternative is Hobbesian: New Leviathan.

Keywords: natural state, crisis, democracy, ethics, politics, folk epistemology,
Hobbes.
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We find ourselves ensconced in political contexts in
which it seems that there is more at stake than the
satisfaction of desire or the getting of what we want;
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The traditional answer, according to which each of us
has reason to retain our loyalty to democracy because
democracy allows for politics without bloodshed, is
increasingly fragile in a world in which individuals hold that
their respective moral visions must be pursued at any cost.
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Although in the present chapter we will be critical of the
Rawlsian approach, we will have occasion in Chapter 4 to
identify and adopt what | take to be crucial insights of
Rawls’s view.
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That is, in order to meet its own conception of political
legitimacy, the liberal political order must be able to justify
itself in terms that can command the assent of all who are
expected to live under its authority.
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Radical democrats, ..., argue that since public reason
proceeds from a strict delineation of a “proper” political
vocabulary, it implicitly privileges the status quo, which,
even in contemporary liberal democracies, is hardly the
image of justice.
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Someone who routinely refuses to enter his reasons
into the dialectical space in which they may be evaluated
betrays an insufficient concern for the truth of his beliefs.
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To be sure, more needs to be said about the politics of

engagement.
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