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Abstract

The water crisis is one of the most important issues in the near future in Iran,
which threatens the lifes of humans and animals. This crisis is more than the
result of the lack of water resources; it is the result of unfavorable water
governance in Iran, which has brought it to the border of warning. Hence, the
purpose of this research is to design a policy-making model for the countrﬁ/'s
water resources to improve the productivity of this industry in the country. This
mixed- method research is exploratory in terms of objectives, and fundamental
in terms of audience. In the qualitative phase of this research, the theme analysis
method and in the quantitative phase, the structural equation modeling method
were used. In the qualitative phase, in order to design the research model,
interviews were conducted with 19 experienced experts in water resources who
were selected purposefully. Based on the findings, 3 governances, policy and
operational gaps were identified. Moreover, 10 strategies for water governance
were identified. In the quantitative phase, to validate the research model, 189
managers and specialists in the Ministry of Energy were asked for their opinions
using a researcher-made questionnaire; the sample size was calculated using
Cochran's formula, and the sampling procedure was simple random. Finally, the
results of the research showed that using the ideal model of governance in water
resources management policymaking can be effective factors and can create
yaéuable results in order to improve the productivity of the country's water
industry.
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1.Introduction

Although the issue of water governance in Iran is a serious and urgent
issue, unfortunately, it is one of the areas in which scientific and applied
knowledge is limited. Today, it seems that all sections of the Iranian
society have come to the conclusion that they should pay special
attention to water resources and their preservation, yet, what are the
dimensions of the optimal policy in this area to provide the future needs
while making optimal use of the existing water resources? In fact,
improving the productivity of the existing water resources is an important
issue that faces a number of uncertainties. Additionally, the scientific
research conducted so far in the field of water governance has not been
able to provide a complete answer to the uncertainties of policy making,
leaving many aspects of water governance untouched. Therefore, in this
research, the goal is to provide a strategic and practical model for water
governance that fits the local conditions of the country.

2.Literature Review

Among the studies related to water governance, Samadi and
colleagues (1401) analyzed the structure of water governance in Iran
based on water-food-energy correlation. The research results of Saadat et
al. (1400) also showed that the optimal governance of water resources is
a complex and multifaceted phenomenon in which the government,
private, civil society and mass media sectors has a different irreplaceable
role. The findings of Amiri et al.'s study (2019) also indicate that the
weakness in consensus regarding the definition of water crisis, the
disconnection between the implementation and decision-making stage,
and the severe weakness in the evaluation of the water policy process,
have not only caused the failure of the proposed solutions and decisions
but also has aggravated the water crisis in the country by taking more
resources and increasing demand. The findings of Pourkhosravani et al.
(2019) showed that policy makers face many obstacles when
implementing water reforms, such as weak laws and regulations in the
field of water resources, institutional and structural weaknesses,
dispersion of roles and responsibilities, and financial, technical and
informational problems. Ahmadipour and Ahmadi (2019) discussed in
their research that the water crisis in Iran is a product of various causes of
ignorance and inability, and that this variety is the result of spread and
complexity of infrastructures, institutions, organizations, activists and
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actions that have formed around the category of water. Each of these
components has shortcomings that collectively form the water crisis in
Iran. In their research, Dehghani et al. (2018) came to the conclusion that
in the water governance system in Iran, the view is hierarchical and top-
down, in interaction with stakeholders, in the implementation of
programs.

3.Methodology

This mixed-method research is exploratory in terms of its purpose,
fundamental in terms of audience, and cross-sectional in terms of time. In
this research, a combination of quantitative and qualitative methods has
been used to achieve the goals. In the qualitative phase, we used semi-
structured and in-depth interviews, and the theme analysis approach was
used to analyze the data, and in the quantitative phase, structural equation
modeling was used to validate the designed model. In this research, the
data collection required for the design and validation of the research
model was done with semi-structured interviews and a questionnaire.

4. Result

In the present study, after interviewing the experts and analyzing the
data and the pathology of the water crisis in the country, an attempt was
made to provide a local and practical model for the water governance
policy in Iran in order to improve the productivity of the country's water
industry, which was then validated using the structural equation
modeling method.

Based on the findings of the research, there are 3 categories of damage
were identified, including the governance gap, the policy gap, and the
operational gap, as well as ten main strategies, including resource
management, participatory governance, water economy, improving the
executive platform, macro management, water demand management,
water supply management, scientific capacity building, customer
orientation and culture building. Moreover, in the research model, a set
of governance actors were identified that each could play a role in the
realization of strategies by taking advantage of each other's participation
and synergy. Of course, this largely depends on ending the government's
monopoly on water management and harnessing the capacity of other
actors. Also, in the research model, a set of contextual and intervening
factors raised by experts were identified that affect the implementation of
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strategies and movement in the long-run. Intervening factors, which are
mainly related to the government, should play the role of facilitator. For
example, the development of electronic government or stability (against
instability) in the public sector can play a facilitating role. As for
background factors, although there is no control over them, their negative
effects can be reduced by monitoring and foresight. Finally, good water
governance has positive results and can achieve sustainable development
and water security for future generations.

5. Discussion

Today, the water crisis is an issue that has reached the border of crisis
in Iran, threatening human and animal life. If it continues like this, many
human and animal habitats will be uninhabitable in the near future.
Although there are many reasons for the water crisis in Iran, one of the
most important reasons is the lack of policy and unfavorable governance.
In other words, it can be said that, regarding the future of water resources
in Iran, more than threats posed by drought, it is unfavorable governance
that wastes the available water resources and does not provide the
possibility of using them optimally.

The first step to change the approach in the country's water
management and establish the interconnected management of water
resources and water governance is to identify the legal and structural
obstacles governing this field. The country's upstream documents have
the potential to achieve the goals of sustainable development and
integrated management of water resources. Howevre, the current laws
and regulations do not have the necessary capacity to achieve these goals.

Another important point is considering the variability of
environmental and social systems and its influence on governance, that
is, considering the different conditions of each region and paying
attention to the values, beliefs and interests of different stakeholders in
that region. Regarding water resource management, the decisions should
be based on the study of water governance systems in each country, the
local knowledge of that region, the study of water needs and
environmental climatic conditions, as well as the analysis of changes
necessary for future reforms. Such studies and decisions are different in
each country and even in each region of a country according to the
climatic, cultural, social, political, economic and environmental
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conditions as well as the water governance system of that region; and
finally, to decide about appropriate polices, different characteristics of
the region must be carefully studied.

The current research, reviewing the literature, theories, and
background issues related to water sector policy making, models and
knowledge available in the world, as well as enriching the research topic,
aims to uncover and describe the problem. It can have an effective role in
providing optimal solutions to solve the country's water problems and
needs. These practical solutions can determine which bodies are the main
custodians of water in the country and what measures should be taken in
line with the successful governance of water in the country.

Finally, in this research, the theme analysis method was used to design
the model and the structural equation modeling method was used to
validate it. Based on the findings of the research, three effective factors
including governance gap, policy gap and operational gap, as well as ten
main strategies were identified.
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Table 2: Characteristics of the statistical sample
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Table 3: Reliability of research results

2 > 9 gg%*ﬁgﬁ? Sg qécu
Y28, t5Eazea28gr 22 13
S |8 3 833 8 E|: EocSd EB S 2
S8 3E53€E8 22582838 42
Ve d zgazgrteg [PeF £
= = = =
0.86 4 25 29 25 1
0.94 3 24 27 24 2
0.92 5 30 35 30 3
0.94 3 26 29 26 4
0.93 3.75 26.25 30 26.25 5K

1. Raw Percent Agreement

2. Crude Association

3. Neuendroef

4. Test-retest method

5. Percentage of Agreement Observation (POA)
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Table 4: An example of the text of the interviews and extracted codes
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Table 5: Comprehensive theme, organizing themes and basic themes of harms of
coherent policy of water governance in Iran
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Table 6: Water governance strategies (Comprehensive theme, organizing themes

and basic themes)
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Table 7: external antecedents-environment (Comprehensive theme, organizing
themes and basic themes)
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Table8: Modulating factors (Comprehensive theme, organizing themes and basic

themes)
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Table9: Implications and outcomes (Comprehensive theme, organizing themes
and basic themes)
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Figure 1: Model of water governance policy in Iran
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Table 10: Calculation results of KMO index and Bartlett's test
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4. Fornell and Larcker
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Table 11: Cronbach's alpha values, composite reliability and AVE
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Table 12 : Calculations related to divergent validity
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