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Costume Design on the Evolution of Fashion in the Middle of the
20th Century: A Case Study of “Breakfast at Tiffany’s” movie

MerhAzin Kohanpour® Ali Asghar Fahimi Far™ Parwaneh Ghasemian Dastjardi ™"

Abstract

With the evolution of the art-industry of cinema in the 20th century, Hollywood as
the artistic cultural center of America received the attention of the whole world, and
movies became a media full of audiences, which tried to convey new concepts with the
help of other arts. One of these arts was costume design, which created the trend of
cinema costume design in order to cooperate with cinema. Hollywood clothing designers
achieved the desired success very soon and were able to present a new fashion to the
market by designing clothes for Hollywood stars, which, in addition to conveying new
concepts, was considered a successful commercial advertisement for filmmakers and
fashion commercial companies. In these years, Hollywood actors had become role models
for young people in fashion and lifestyle, and designers were determining the dominant
fashion of that era by presenting their new designs on these actors. The current research
aims to investigate the impact of media, especially cinema media, on fashion and by
raising the question, what is the relationship between fashion and cinema? And what was
the role of Hollywood actors in this? By examining the fashion presented in Hollywood
under the name of “Hollywood style”, it tries to study the relationship between fashion
and cinema in the method of library study of available sources, and in this way, to study
the style of Audrey’s clothes on a case-by-case basis. Hepburn, the famous Hollywood
star, has discussed her relationship with the clothing designers of that time such as Hubert
Givenchy and his influence on fashion, and for a more detailed analysis, he has criticized
the costume design of the movie Breakfast at Tiffany’s (1961) and the effects of the
clothes of this movie on fashion in an observational way. Finally, by studying the effects
of Hollywood actors on the fashion of the middle years of the 20th century, we realize
that actors are one of the most important factors in the formation of fashions and defining
cultures, and their effects can be lasting.
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