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Identity Representation in the artworks of Contemporary

Iranian Photographers and Painters

Fereshteh Dianat”

Abstract

Identity is one of the topics of interest in contemporary art. Iranian artists have also tried
to examine this issue in their works and reinterpret the identity in some way given the
upcoming challenges. Therefore, this article aims to investigate what the representation
of identity in the works of contemporary Iranian photographers and painters intends to
express. And that is there a significant difference among male and female artists in the
representation of identity. The findings revealed that irrespective of their gender, identity
is important for both male and female artists, however, they follow different objectives.
Among them, female artists have often tried to continuously address the cultural issues
and identity problems faced in traditional society. This is even though male artists have
examined this issue in a more general way regardless of gender. This study examines
the works of contemporary male and female artists, photographers, and painters. The
purpose of this research is to explain and analyze explicit and implicit signs in the works
of artists and pay attention to obvious differences in the issue of identity representation.
The approach of this research is qualitative and descriptive-analytical. The information
related to the conceptual framework was collected using the library method and the photos
and information related to the photographic works were collected from sources such as
personal websites and in some cases personal archives of the artists. The images of this
article (photos and paintings) have been selected according to the research question and
targeted sampling.

Keywords: Identity, Contemporary art, Iranian artists, Photography, Painting.
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