[ Downloaded from gsma.lu.ac.ir on 2024-08-06 ]

Journal of Geographical Studies of Mountainous Areas 16 (2023) 43-64

N,
2

Lorestan University

Journal of Geographical Studies of Mountainous Areas

Online ISSN: 2717-2325

journal homepage: https://www.gsma.lu.ac.ir

Research Paper

Physical and spatial analysis of nomads' settlements in Lorestan Province from the
perspective of housing architecture and geography (Case Study: Nomads of Ziba

Mohammad Region)

Moslem Beiranvand ¢, Samar Haghighi Boroujeni® *, Mohsen Afshari ¢, Sanaz Rahravi Poudeh ¢

“Ph.D. Candidate, Department of Architecture, Isfahan, (Khorasgan) Branch, Islamic Azad University, Isfahan, Iran.

> Assistant Professor, Department of Architecture, Isfahan, (Khorasgan) Branch, Islamic Azad University, Isfahan, Iran.
¢ Assistant Professor, Department of Architecture and Urban Planning, Art University of Isfahan, Isfahan, Iran.

d Assistant Professor, Department of Architecture, Isfahan, (Khorasgan) Branch, Islamic Azad University, Isfahan, Iran.

ARTICLE INFO

ABSTRACT

Article history:
Received: 11 May 2023;
Accepted: 7 Jaunary 2024
Auvailable online 4
February 2024

Keywords:

Ziba Mohammad,
physical and  spatial
specifications,

nomads' settlement,
housing architecture and

geography.

Tireh Ghasemi nomads of the Mousavi Clan are one of the oldest Iranian tribes living in Ziba
Mohammad Region in Lorestan Province where nomadic life has been common among them. The
unique specifications of their settlements have clearly shown a kind of local original technology and
innovation leading to the advent of suitable qualities in the living place of nomads. The present study
aims to search for the effect of nomads' life on the physical and spatial properties of nomads'
settlements in the Ziba Mohammad Region of Lorestan Province from the perspective of housing
architecture and geography. The novel aspect of this study is in examining the settlements of
Lorestan's nomads from the view of housing architecture and geography for the first time by
studying the lifestyle of nomads living in the Ziba Mohammad Region. This study also examines
and analyzes the various parts of the Black Tent (Siyah Chador), and how to set up, as well as the
realization of space organization in the minimum body of Lorestan nomads' housing. This study has
a qualitative nature with an ethnographic approach. The data has been collected through
documentary and field studies. Direct observation and semi-structured interviews are techniques
used in the field method. The research findings indicate that nomads in the studied area need light
and flexible housing due to their unique lifestyles; physical elements in minimum quantities exist in
the environmental substrate of nomads' settlements, and the outstanding architectural specifications
of nomads' settlements result in the advent of suitable qualities in living place of nomads. Spatial
and physical specifications in the settlement of Ziba Mohammad’s nomads have been shaped based
on some qualities, including behavioral settings, distances and privacies between tents and
communication networks between them, and functional division between different parts based on
the private, semi-public, and public areas, and the relationship between human and animal
residences.

1. Introduction

Tireh Ghasemi nomads of the Mousavi Clan are
one of the oldest Iranian tribes who live in the Ziba
Mohammad Region of Lorestan Province, so

nomadic life has been always common among
them in the far past. The unique specifications of
their settlements have clearly shown a kind of local
original technology and innovation leading to the
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advent of suitable qualities in the living place of
nomads. The present study aims to search for the
effect of nomads' life on the physical and spatial
properties of nomads' settlements in the Ziba
Mohammad Region of Lorestan Province from the
perspective of housing architecture and geography.
The novel aspect of this study is in examining the
settlements of Lorestan's nomads from the view of
housing architecture and geography for the first
time by studying the lifestyle of nomads living in
the Ziba Mohammad Region. This study also
examines and analyzes the various parts of the
Black Tent and how to set up it, as well as the
realization of space organization in the minimum
body of Lorestan nomads' housing.

2. Methodology

The research method of this study is qualitative
regarding its exploratory nature. To know the
studied society well, this study uses a combined
approach of 1) ethnography of the studied society,
and 2) examining physical properties, spatial
specifications, and behavioral settings of nomads'
housing. This process requires the active
attendance of the author in nomadic settlement
centers of Lorestan province, as well as nomads'
lodges in Yeylak (summer cottages) and Gheshlagh
(winter cottages) as research fields. In this
approach, the lifestyle of the studied group, and
their behavioral settings, as well as the spatial
features of their housing have been investigated
using various tools. In addition to observation and
semi-structured interviews, other instruments such
as documentary data, computer-based databases,
and online websites have been used in this study
when required. The mentioned tools comprise
information available in the computer-based
database of the Department of Tribal Affairs
Lorestan, satellite images, and visual data,
including pictures, maps, and spot maps.

3. Results

Nomadic life is the simplest lifestyle of humans in
nature. The simple life of nomads includes various
asocial ad cultural aspects that have been passed
from fathers to children from one to another
generation, which is seen in the form of their
settlements. Moreover, this lifestyle consists of
complicated cultural and social aspects that
influence the physical pattern of their settlements,
the spatial deployment system of their settlements,
and their behavioral settings. The present study has
addressed the physical and spatial analysis of the
settlements of nomads in the Ziba Mohammad
Region located in Lorestan Province. Research
results indicated that the Black tent has been one of
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the most appropriate housings and shelters for
studied nomads over centuries so they are not
willing to obsolete it despite the available modern
instrument for habitation. The native term "Do
Var" is used for Black Tents. Black tents are made
using some materials, including black goat hair,
wicker, straw or wood, cloth (Chit), Shak Rek,
Husin, Koochil, Cheleh, Cheleh Geh, and Ti La.
Black tents in this area are mainly divided into two
parts for women and men. The kitchen exists in the
part designed for women and children who also live
in this area. Internal parts of the tent are divided
into specific spaces, which are considered for a
certain purpose. These spaces are Kelin, Lamardan
(space for men), Lazenan (space for women), Chit
Ja, Matbakh (kitchen), and a place for newborn
animals. In terms of organizing and placement of
black tents at a certain distance from each other and
spaces between black tents, spatial, physical, and
semantic elements, such as privacy, activity
system, private, semi-public, and public areas,
behavioral settings and spatial specifications are
effective factors.

4. Discussion

Spatial and physical specifications in the settlement
of Ziba Mohammad’s nomads have been shaped
based on some qualities, including behavioral
settings, distances and privacies between tents and
communication networks between them, and
functional division between different parts based
on the private, semi-public, and public areas, and
the relationship between human and animal
residences. The living space and behavior of
nomads include some units that are connected
meanwhile are separated from each other. These
units are a body-behavior combination called
behavioral settings. Behavioral settings are defined
based on specific places and times, and their
human-physical elements act in an organized way
in which activities occur in a regular discipline. A
behavioral setting is a combination of a permanent
(repeated) behavioral setting and physical
environment, to which incidence period of
behavior patterns have been added. Behavioral
settings have a determinant influence on behavior;
hence, they affect the social interactions in the
environment forming primary, secondary, and
public territories where certain activities are done
during the day and night.

5. Conclusion

Nomads who live Ziba Mohammad Region in
Lorestan Province have mainly a lifestyle and
habitual necessities and settlements with specific
characteristics that are matched with their living
standards. These tents which have been the best
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and most appropriate shelters for nomads for
centuries are fully consistent with this lifestyle
because they can be set up, made, and transported
easily. This indigenous structure is a four-season
settlement that adjusts itself with different seasons
by making minor changes. In addition to required
living conditions, various physical and spatial
aspects have been considered in these tents, and the
space has been used in the best way in a division of
interior space. The division of spaces is rooted in
experiences, beliefs, and cultural opinions,
including some issues such as people's privacy.
This structure has been made of indigenous
materials following the prevailing habitual
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conditions and is matched with the harsh and
unpredictable environment of nomads' life, which
includes an awareness and thought-based goal-
oriented strategy. This study indicates that the
black tent provides all definitions and meanings of
the house with minimum cost and a simple
appearance, but a high and ideal efficiency.
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