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Abstract

Agriculture played a significant role in the economic prosperity and development during
the Sassanid era. The Sassanid facilitated economic, social, and political growth by
constructing water structures tailored to the environmental landscape of the region and
establishing laws for water utilization. The presence of perennial rivers like the Dez and
Karkheh in Khuzestan created conditions not only to supply the water needs of local
settlements but also to address the shortage of drinking, industrial, and agricultural
water in other areas distant from rivers that had fertile soil. This was achieved through
the construction of structures such as weirs, canals, Qanats, and other water facilities.
Specifically, the water supply for the city and agricultural lands of Gondishapur, located
15 kilometers from the Dez River, was accomplished through various water bodies;
among these, river Qanats played a fundamental role in transferring reliable water from
the Dez River to the city and its farmlands. Archaeological field studies conducted by the
authors have led to the identification of new water structures, including weirs, Qanats,
and related canals, which had previously been recognized only in part. A considerable
portion of these structures is located on the eastern side of the Dez River, and some extend
near Gondishapur, suggesting the hypothesis that river Qanats were the main source of
water supply for this city-a notion traceable in historical writings. The primary question
of this research is how the permanent water required by the city of Gondishapur was
supplied, what role the river Qanats played, and what the physical relationship between
the Qanats and the city was. The methodology of this research is historical-analytical,
and the information gathering is based on field data and historical sources. Satellite
imagery analysis indicates the prominent role of Qanats utilization in transferring water to
Gondishapur from the Dez River during the Sassanid period, although some of the Dezful
Qanats can be attributed to a later period, even the Safavid era.
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Introduction

Water, as a vital element, has played a central role in the development of civilizations.
In Iran, a country with water limitations, this issue has gained double significance,
and water engineering has been recognized as one of the most prominent aspects
of Iranian technology and skill from ancient times to the present. The Qanats, one
of the most astonishing achievements of water engineering in Iran, is regarded not
only as a solution for managing scarce water resources but also as a valuable cultural
symbol. These irrigation systems, some of which extend over a hundred kilometers,
are renowned not only in Iran but also worldwide.

In this text, the author examines the engineering system and exploitation of
underground waters in Dezful and its connection with the water supply of the city
of Gondishapur and its surrounding lands. It is emphasized that a more accurate
understanding of these systems can contribute to a better comprehension of the
subsistence economy and economic development during the Sassanid and Islamic
periods. Furthermore, analytical-comparative studies can demonstrate the level of
creativity and the impact of these systems on the life of the city of Gondishapur.

The author has used descriptive-analytical methods and tools such as remote
sensing, aerial and satellite imagery, maps, and digital elevation models to analyze
the data. This research seeks to answer questions about the role of river Qanats in
providing drinking, agricultural, and industrial water for the city of Gondishapur and
how the technology and construction methods of these Qanats were.

The research hypotheses state that the water needed for the city of Gondishapur
was supplied through the construction of weirs, Qanats chains, and open canals from
the Dez River. Tangible evidence such as the Dezful weir, river Qanats, open canals,
the siphon bridge of the Siyah-Mansur River, and the city’s piping with ceramic pipes
are presented as examples of this technology.

This research not only assesses the historical and archaeological aspects of these
systems but also pays attention to their importance in sustainable development and
the preservation of cultural heritage. Ultimately, this study can serve as an important

resource for researchers interested in the history and technology of water in Iran.

Discussion

The central question of the current research is how the perennial water supply needed
by the city of Gondishapur was secured, what role the River Qanats played in this,
and what the physical relationship between the Qanats and the city was like. The
methodology of this research is historical-analytical, and the information gathering is
based on field data and historical sources. Therefore, the forthcoming article examines
and analyzes the engineering system and exploitation of underground waters in Dezful
and how it relates to the water supply of the city of Gondishapur and its surrounding

lands. It specifically seeks to answer the following questions: Based on historical and



| 173 I Motaleat-c Bastanshenasi-c Darsch (MBD) || Vol. 8 || No. 27 || Spring 2024

archaeological documents, how are the River Qanats evaluated in terms of providing
drinking, agricultural, and industrial water for the city of Gondishapur? And what
was the technology and construction method of the River Qanats of Dezful and their
various components? Following these questions, the hypotheses of this research have
been organized as follows: The water needed by the city of Gondishapur was supplied
through the construction of weirs, Qanats chains, and open canals from the Dez River
as a permanent water source. This action has been evidenced by the construction of
the Dezful weir, river Qanats, open canals, the siphon bridge of the Siyah-Mansur
River, and the city’s piping with ceramic pipes as tangible proofs of water transfer to

the city of Gondishapur.

Conclusion

Field research and analysis of Corona aerial imagery have revealed numerous water
structures in the northern, western, eastern, and southern areas surrounding Dezful.
Among these, the Qanats located on the eastern bank of the Dez River hold particular
significance due to their direct relevance to this study. For instance, no traces of
Qanats are identifiable in the Yaqub-e Leyth region in the 1968 Corona images, yet
two Qanats shafts were discovered during field investigations. A primary deficiency
in the initial plan was the failure to identify the Qanats chains in the Benuarshami
area. Following the discovery of ancient Qanats and canals, research began on their
history, indicating that some Dezful Qanats, such as Qamish-e¢ Momenun, might date
back to the Safavid era. It appears that parts of these Qanats, ancient canals, and water
structures supplying the city of Gondishapur were constructed at least in the latter half
of the Sassanid period, or it cannot be said that all Dezful Qanats branches belong to
a specific era.

It seems that in the first half of the Sassanid period, open earthen canals were
responsible for supplying water to Gondishapur, and in the latter half, the introduction
of new crops such as rice and sugarcane increased water demand, rendering the canals
connected to the Dez River insufficient. This situation partly justifies the creation of
Qanats. After the abandonment of the city in the 7th or 8th century AH, it is likely
that the water supply structures of Gondishapur became ineffective. Consequently, the
Qanats, whose water discharge was recorded until 1966 AD, transferred water to the

western lands of Gondishapur or directed it downstream via the Siyah Mansur River.
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PL. 1: How to access water in Dezful (Imam Ahwazi, 2012).
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PL. 2: A Cross-section of an Qanat and its different parts (Authors, 2019).
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PL. 3: Longitudinal section of the Qanat (Authors, 2019).
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Fig. 3: The ancient canals are marked with white color and the branches of the Qanats are marked with yellow
color (Authors, 2019).
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Fig. 4: The ancient canals are marked with white color and the branches of the Qanats with blue color (Authors,
2019).
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Fig. 5: The remains of the Dordaneh and a number of Qanat shafts in the western side of Nowrozi Wildlife Park
(Authors, 2019).
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Fig. 6: Other Dordaneh in Zibashahr region (Authors, 2019).
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Fig. 7: The Qanat shaft identified on the east coast of Dez, Zibashahr region (Authors, 2019).
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Fig. 8: No. 1, branched canals from B1 branch and No. 2, branched canals from B2 branch (Authors, 2019)
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Fig. 9: Ancient canals and branches of Qanats (Documents Center of the Country’s Geographical Organization,
2018).
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Fig. 10: The remains of the Qanat branch in the current urban area of Dezful (Authors, 2019).
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PL. 4: Ancient canals and branch of Qanats (Wenke, 1975: 71, Map 1).
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Fig. 11: General view of siphons number 1 and 2 (Authors, 2019).
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