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Abstract

Throughout history, fabric has served essential functions in human life, spanning from birth to death, adapting to the policies of
various ruling governments. Notably, inscribed fabrics have played significant roles in political, social, cultural, and economic
contexts. Among these, Tiraz stands out as a crucial type of inscribed fabric, serving not only aesthetic purposes but also holding
political, social, and cultural significance in the Shiite administrations of the Buyids and the Fatimids in Egypt. This study aims
to explore the roles, positions, and multifaceted functions of these fabrics during the Buyid and Fatimid periods, as well as to
compare the similarities and differences between their inscribed fabrics. The primary focus is on analyzing the role and
significance of inscribed fabrics, particulatly the Tiraz style, as a medium in these historical contexts. The findings reveal
commonalities such as the use of religious and Shiite themes in inscriptions, Kufic script and Arabic language for writing,
symmetrical placement of decorative motifs, and spiritual motifs like wishes for happiness and forgiveness. Additionally,
differences are observed in weaving techniques, styles of Kufic calligraphy, literary and religious themes, symbolic motifs,
execution methods, and baselines. The shaping approach indicates that these fabrics initially served political and social purposes
before evolving to fulfill economic and cultural roles, reflecting the ideologies of the ruling elites. This research employs
descriptive, analytical, comparative, and library research methods.
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1. Introduction

During the formative stages of Islamic governance, efforts were made to bolster economic, social, and political standings through
various means. Weaving emerged as a pivotal aspect in this pursuit. The term "Tiraz" encompasses fabtic embroidery,
decoration, garment borders with distinct colors from the main fabric, adornments, and edgings (Moien, 2007, p.1022).

The origin of the Dar al-Tiraz institution can be traced back to the Umayyad government, influenced by Byzantine civilization
or the art of the Sasanian petiod in Iran. It expanded during the Abbasid, Buyid, Seljuk, and particularly the Fatimid periods
(Stillman & Stillman, 2003, p. 30-39). Historical sources have identified two major types of such fabrics: royal or special Tiraz,
woven for kings, emirs, and their close associates, sometimes with workshops operating within the royal palace and usually under
the supervision of a vizier or a member of the royal family; and common Tiraz, provided for government officials. This research,
from a sociological perspective on art, aims to explore the role, status, and various political, economic, social, and cultural
functions of inscribed fabrics during the Buyid and Fatimid petiods, based on a formative approach. The main research questions
are: What were the political, social, cultural, and economic roles and functions of these inscribed fabrics during the Buyid and
Fatimid periods? What are the similarities and differences between inscribed fabrics of the Buyid and Fatimid periods?

2. Materials and Methods

This research employs a descriptive, analytical, and comparative approach, along with a shaping framework, with data collected
from library sources. The study sample consists of 24 items selected using non-probability purposive sampling based on
availability. The shaping approach can be considered a collection of sociological theories focusing on the influence of art on
society.

3. Discussion

Weaving, as one of the prominent professions in Islamic governments, had a significant impact on various aspects of Muslim
life, including political, social, and economic spheres. One prominent example is inscribed textiles, bestowed by rulers as robes
of honor on vatious occasions known as "khil'ah," given to officeholders. This "khil'ah" had different names depending on the
citcumstance, such as khil'at al-niyabah, khil'at al-istigrar, khil'at al-istimrar, etc. In Islamic society, insctibed textiles became
associated with honor and prestige, with rulers rewarding individuals with these fabrics to express satisfaction, sometimes calling
them "ashab al-khil'ah" (Stillman & Stillman, 2003, p. 121-122-130-131).

Textiles with inscriptions during the Buyid and Fatimid petiods in Egypt can be divided into two groups based on the visual
system accompanying the writing system: textiles with inscriptions without any decoration and textiles with inscriptions alongside
decorative patterns. The first group includes fabrics where only the written element is observed, arranged in one or two
horizontal lines. Some works feature decorative curvatures at the ends of letters to enhance visual appeal. The second group
comprises fabrics where both written and visual elements are present on the fabric, with writing placed alongside various
decorative elements and patterns of different animals.

Generally, the fabrics feature Kufic script lines in various styles on the fabric. Some fabrics have simple insctiptions, while others
have lines enclosed in geometric shapes like circles, squares, and thombuses, accompanied by plant and animal motifs. In certain
fabrics, the weaving technique has altered the lines, making them abstract and hard to read. The patterns in Buyid fabrics are
sometimes symmetrical or executed sequentially alongside the inscriptions.

During the Fatimid period, insctibed fabtics contain writings in one or more horizontal lines with decorative bands of plant and
animal motifs. These fabrics often have religious content, possibly used to promote religious beliefs. Some works blend the
writings seamlessly with other elements, making them inconspicuous at first glance. Common phrases like "Malik Allah"
(Possession of God) and "Nast min Allah" (Victory from God) are frequently seen in these fabtics. Due to damage and
fragmentation, it is challenging to determine if there were additional concepts or the purpose of these fabrics(Tab. 1 & Tab. 2).

Tab. 1: General features of Buyid inscribed fabrics
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Tab. 2: General features of Fatimid inscribed fabrics of Egypt
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4. Conclusion

In this study, 24 samples of inscribed fabrics from the Al-Buyid and Fatimid periods were examined in terms of decorative
motifs and inscription content. The results of the study indicated that Al-Buyid fabrics, in line with the content of the insctiptions
and decorative motifs used on the fabrics, wete primarily used for butial purposes. Their motifs and content included seeking
forgiveness, pardon, prayers for goodness, references to human dignity, life after death, eternity, human survival, and the
connection between human beings and the aftetlife. The main structure of the Al-Buyid inscribed fabrics combines elements of
pre-Islamic pictorial systems (Sassanian period) with Islamic inscriptions. Studying these fabrics, which wete possibly used for
shrouds or tomb covers, clarifies that during that period, the use of illustrated silk textiles with or without religious texts was
prevalent. Despite the Shi'ite nature of the Al-Buyid rule, thete was still a political and cultural continuity with the influential
culture of the Abbasid Caliphate in Iraq. This claim is supported by the inscriptions found on coins and fabrics where the name
of the Buyid ruler is mentioned after the name of the Abbasid caliph. In contrast, duting the Fatimid period, inscribed fabrics
aimed to convey Shia beliefs, especially Ismaili beliefs, to the audience. For example, the frequent mention of the titles of rulers
alongside the names of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) and Imam Ali (AS) emphasizes the authenticity and lineage of the caliphs.
The Fatimids' goal in using these titles, alongside holding various and extensive religious ceremonies, was to gain political-
religious legitimacy, consolidate their social position, gain acceptance and popularity. They were largely successful in achieving
this goal, as evidenced by their long-lasting rule (approximately 270 years) .In general, the similarities and differences between
the inscribed fabrics of the Al-Buyid and Fatimid petiods can be summarized as follows:

Similarities include the use of inscriptions with religious and Shia themes, the use of Kufic script and Arabic language for writing,
symmetry, balance, and harmony in the execution of decorative motifs, and a greater emphasis on spititual themes such as
aspirations for happiness and forgiveness.
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Differences include the use of different weaving techniques, different styles of Kufic script, variations in the colors used in the
text, the use of various literary and religious themes, the presence or absence of symbolic patterns, different execution styles of
inscriptions and the Kursi script, and the use of the term "Imam."

Additionally, based on the formation approach, examples of the political, social, economic, and cultural functions of the studied
fabrics were examined. It was determined that rulers of both periods could be considered the main decision-makers who, based
on their political and religious ideologies, turned the inscribed fabrics into powerful media for propagating religious and political
ideas and, in times of crisis, into powerful economic tools. Among these, the decorative motifs used on these fabrics, which were
produced with very luxurious materials, have had a significant cultural impact on the art of weaving and decorating other fabrics
of contemporary states and kingdoms.
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