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Abstract

In recent years, mixed methods research has gained popularity in doctoral
theses, particularly in educational administration and higher education. This
study delved into the approach, design, and research methodologies employed
in these theses. By thoroughly analyzing the abstracts and third chapters of 85
doctoral theses, the research aimed to elucidate the prevailing trends in mixed
methods research within the realm of education. The findings of this study
reveal that a significant majority, 73%, of the examined doctoral theses aimed
at developing patterns or models. Furthermore, 63% of the studies adhered to a
sequential exploratory mixed methods approach during their exploration.
Moreover, the qualitative phase of the majority (60%) of the research papers
utilized grounded theory as a methodological framework. Concerning the
quantitative phase, 60% of the studies relied on multiple correlation analysis.
These findings not only provide valuable insights for instructing both
guantitative, qualitative, and mixed methods research methodologies in doctoral
programs but also underscore the significance of fostering innovation in
research designs within the domain of behavioral sciences. Particularly
noteworthy is the emphasis on the emergence of pattern development as a
burgeoning focal point within doctoral studies.
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1. Introduction

Over the last two decades, mixed methods research has witnessed a
continual surge in popularity, following its initial conceptualization and
categorization as the third methodological paradigm (Dawadi et al.,
2021). Across an array of fields spanning social, behavioral, health,
human, and even natural sciences, mixed methodological approaches
that integrate both qualitative and quantitative elements, either in
sequence or simultaneously, are becoming increasingly prevalent in
addressing research questions (Teddlie and Johnson, 2009; Creswell
and Plano Clark, 2011). Paralleling the proliferation of doctoral
programs in the social and behavioral sciences at universities over the
past two decades, there has concurrently been a growing interest in
utilizing mixed research methodologies within these disciplines. This
surge can be observed in the increasing volume of research studies and
doctoral theses.

Research Questions
To investigate these trends, this research was guided by the following
key questions:

1. What are the dominant goals and methodological approaches
employed in doctoral theses within educational administration and
higher education?

2. What types of research design most frequently inform doctoral
thesis?

3. Which data collection and analysis methods are most commonly
utilized by PhD students in this field?

4. Do the doctoral studies within these fields exhibit any discernible
of methodolatry?

In order to address these questions and gain a deeper understanding of

the evolving landscape of doctoral research within educational
administration and higher education, a comprehensive review of past
research was conducted.

2. Literature Review

Though infrequently employed, the concept of methodolatry boasts a
long history in academia (Chamberlain, 2000). First introduced by
Valerie Janesick in the Handbook of Qualitative Research Methods
(1994), it was defined as "a combination of method and idolatry,
signifying an excessive fixation on method selection and defense, often
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to the detriment of the actual research's substantive content."
Methodolatry is characterised as an unyielding, almost religious
devotion to research methods, which often permeates discourse within
the fields of education and human services (p. 210). In essence, it
implies an unwavering commitment to research methodologies,
potentially overshadowing other vital aspects of research, such as the
research question or problem itself. A notable example of methodolatry
is an entrenched preference for either quantitative or qualitative
methodologies in the social and behavioral sciences, to the exclusion of
the consideration of alternative approaches.

3. Methodology

This study encompasses a comprehensive examination of doctoral
dissertations from public universities offering degrees in education and
higher education over the past decade, specifically from 2011 to 2022.
Given the broad scope of the research domain and potential constraints
in obtaining all accessible dissertations, a case study approach was
strategically implemented to ensure thoroughness and efficiency. In this
study, quantitative content analysis was utilized to scrutinize a total of
57 doctoral dissertations in the domain of education administration and
28 doctoral dissertations in higher education administration sourced
from a particular public university. Coding was carried out in a
deductive and a priori fashion (Miles et al., 2020).

4. Results
Overall, the examination encompassed a total of 85 doctoral theses, as
outlined in Tables 1 and 2, which present the results of the analysis.

Table 1
Summary of coding results of doctoral theses in the field of educational
administration (N = 57)

Prevalent N Uncommon N
Foresight, Critical policy

Purpose Model 41 analysis Scientific ma| 16
P Development 72% YsIS, P 270
prediction
Exploratory 36 qualitative (9), 21
Approach  (qualitative * 63% quantitative (4), 37%
guantitative) explanatory (4)
. Grounded theory 35 Grounded theory (5), 22
Design

+ correlation 61% Ethnography (2), Correlation (3), 39%
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Prevalent N Uncommon N

Causal layered analysis (3),

Phenomenology (3)

Questionnaire (3), Review of

documents (3),

Interview (6)

Theme analysis (9), Data mining

Coding based on 40 (2), only ,Structural equation 17

grounded theory 70% modeling  (3),qualitative , 30%
Content analysis (2)

16
27%

Data Interview 41
collection  + Questionnaire 72%

Analysis

Table 2
Summary of coding results of doctoral theses in the field of higher
education administration (N = 28)

Prevalent N Uncommon N
21 Foresight, Critical policy 16
Purpose Model Development 750%  analysis, 27%

Exploratory
Approach  (qualitative +
guantitative)

17 qualitative (10), explanatory 11
62% (1) 37%

Grounded theory (5),
Content analysis (2), Case

. Grounded theory + 16 12
Design correlation 57% Study (2), . 43%
Causal layered analysis (1),
Phenomenology (1)
Data + Interview 17 Review of  documents 11
collection  Questionnaire 63% (5),Interview (6) 37%
Analysis Coding based on 18 analysis Theme (4) ,Content 10
grounded theory 64% analysis (6) 36%

6. Conclusion

The findings of this study suggest that the reliance on a singular type of
mixed methods approach may have potential limitations and could even
indicate a propensity towards methodolatry, wherein there is a rigid
adherence to a specific methodology. Moreover, although this study did
not directly assess the accuracy or appropriateness of the research
methodologies utilized, it does highlight a need for a more nuanced and
balanced approach when incorporating and combining diverse
methodologies. The findings of this study resonate with previous
studies in the realms of quantitative and qualitative research quality
(LaMarre, & Chamberlain, 2022), highlighting the necessity of
innovating and diversifying mixed methods research approaches.
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However, the study also underscores a more profound issue that
warrants further exploration and examination in future research.

A significant concern that merits further examination is the suitability
of deploying a singular type of mixed methods approach across myriad
research contexts. This raises the question of whether the repeated use
of this specific approach is truly methodically sound and if it effectively
contributes to the progression of knowledge. Based on the responses to
the previous queries, another question arises: why is exploratory mixed
methods approach so widely utilized in doctoral theses? Can every
research problem be encapsulated within the scope of this method?
Ultimately, how can we prevent unyielding adherence to research
methodologies from overshadowing other crucial aspects of research,
like the research problem itself?
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