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Abstract

This research aimed to construct, factor, and validate an acculturation
questionnaire for bilingual female students in Urmia City, which examines the
adaptation to dominant cultures resulting from the interaction of two cultures.
The statistical population of the research comprised 300 bilingual female
students in the 10th and 11th grades at schools in Urmia city during the
academic year of 1400-1401. The acculturation questionnaire was administered
using a three-stage cluster random method. Reliability was computed using
Cronbach's Alpha coefficient, and validity was assessed via content validity and
confirmatory factor analysis. According to the average extracted variance
(AVE), two extracted factors could explain 51.66% of the accultoration
guestionnaire's variation. The confirmatory factor analysis showed that the
x2/df index was 1.94, below the threshold of 5, which suggests the fit of the
two-factor structure is optimal. Additionally, the second root of the mean square
of the estimation error is 0.05, lower than 0.08, which indicates the model has a
good fit. Reliability for the overall acculturation score is 0. The results of the
present research established a 15-item Acculturation Scale comprising two
components, Language, and Cultural Identity, demonstrating good reliability
and validity. This instrument could provide an adequate measurement of the
acculturation status of students.
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1. Introduction

Acculturation refers to the social, psychological, and cultural changes
resulting from the interaction of cultures while attempting to adapt to
the dominant culture in society. Bilingual students are expected to learn
the official language of the host country to successfully study. The
multicultural hypothesis suggests that in a diverse context, learning a
language requires the acculturation process, which entails adapting to
the culture of the environment. Thus, when people feel secure within
their cultural identity, they are likely to accept individuals with
differences. Language skills and communication competence are
deemed vital elements for acculturation and socio-cultural adaptation.
The main objective of the study was to construct, factor, and validate
an acculturation questionnaire for bilingual female students in Urmia
City.

Research Question(s)

The present research aims to standardize the researcher-made
acculturing questionnaire. Additionally, the study seeks to respond to
two inquiries. 1. Is this questionnaire reliable enough to be utilized in
multicultural environments in Iran? 2. Do the considered factors
sufficiently explain the variances of the observed variables according
to the established model?

2. Literature Review

Acculturation tools have received significant attention from
researchers. Among relevant case studies, Allameh (2014), in her
doctoral dissertation, explored the standardization of the acculturation
scale for Iranians living in America. Her research led to a multifaceted
scale that examined the influencing factors of language, cultural
preference, and ethnic identity in a sample group of students in
California. Eventually, the study established a valid and reliable scale.
Unger, Gallaher, Shakib, Ritt-Olson, Palmer and Johnson (2002) in
their research called the AHIMSA, acculturation scale, a new measure
of acculturation for adolescents in a multicultural society, believe that
acculturation is related to adolescent health risk behaviors. Two
scholars, Hamidi and Bagheri (2020), explored the acculturation levels
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of bilingual Iranian students using the translated version of Marin. The
study reached a satisfactory reliability.

3. Methodology

This study is descriptive and correlational, which aims to construct and
validate a tool. It consists of a sample of bilingual female students in
grades 10 and 11 during the academic year of 1400-1401 in Urmia City.
This study employed a 3-stage cluster random method to select 300
bilingual female students in grades 10 and 11 during the academic year
of 1400-1401 in Urmia City. Furthermore, a Cronbach's Alpha Factor
Analysis was utilized to assess the reliability of the acculturation
questionnaire, which generated an AVE score of 51.66% from two
extracted factors - Language and Cultural Identity.

4. Results
The descriptive findings revealed that a total of 298 female students
participated in this study, which consisted of 147 students in grade 10
and 151 in grade 11. The participants were obtained from 7 high schools
in Urmia City. The table below provides a detailed breakdown of the
sample size by grade level:

N kurtosis skewness Mean Std. Deviation

298  -0/70 0/16 49/32 11/66

The data's skewness and kurtosis values fall within the traditional
normal distribution range between 2 and -2. Such a trend suggests a
normal distribution pattern, thus rendering parametric statistical tests
suitable for analyzing the data.

5. Conclusion

Due to the plurality of diverse Iranian ethnic groups with varying
cultures, the acculturation measurement tool, which was previously
validated for Iranian students, is deemed apt for the existing
circumstances in our nation. The scale encompasses Cultural Identity
and Language, which are two separate dimensions. Cultural Identity
comprises symbolic meanings and communication tools, which enable
individuals to convey the fundamental elements of their culture.
Meanwhile, Language covers numerous language aspects, such as
linguistic meanings, cultural constructs, and boundaries, as well as the
use of words to express cultural concepts.
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Consistent with the findings of the study, the acculturation
measurement scale's reliability was measured through the Alpha Factor
Analysis, which yielded the following Cronbach's Alpha coefficients:
0.88 for the total score, 0.89 for the Cultural Identity factor, and 0.76
for the Language factor. Both factors achieved a high level of reliability,
thus indicating the robust results of the construct validity. The second
objective of the study was to confirm the acculturation factors, and
subsequent analysis revealed that the extracted factors had scores above
1. Furthermore, it was found that the first factor accounted for 32.41%
of the acculturation questionnaire's variation, thus indicating that it is
valid. The combined effect of the two factors is responsible for 51.66%
of the variance, which attests to the credibility of the scale. The study
has established acceptable reliability (The Cronbach's Alpha score >
0.70) and validity. The extracted factors are able to explain 51.61% of
the acculturation questionnaire's variance, thus proving the
effectiveness and effectiveness of the questionnaire.
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