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Landslide, zoning, Text Landslides are one of the types of large-scale processes that cause many human
Aras, Germi city, and financial losses in many parts of Iran and the world every year. The increase in
Northwestern Iran population and the expansion of human settlements in mountainous areas, the difficulty

of predicting the occurrence of landslides and the numerous factors influencing the
occurrence of this phenomenon, reveal the necessity of landslide risk zoning.
Identifying the effective factors in the occurrence of this phenomenon and its risk
zoning is one of the basic and practical methods to achieve its forecasting, control and
monitoring solutions. By using field studies, geological and topographical maps, and
by reviewing the researches and studies done in this field, as well as examining the
existing conditions in the studied area, 9 factors of elevation, slope, slope direction,
lithology, distance from the fault. , the distance from the river, the distance from the
communication roads, land use and rainfall were investigated as factors affecting the
occurrence of landslides. Therefore, the purpose of this research is to investigate and
analyze the most important factors involved in creating the risk of landslides in Garami
city and to identify the prone areas that will probably be involved in landslides in the
near future. In this research, the zoning of prone areas was done with the Aras multi-
criteria algorithm in the Edrisi software environment, and according to the results of
landslide risk zoning; The criteria of land use, slope, and lithology are the most
important factors involved in creating the risk of landslides in the study area with weight
coefficients of 0.187, 0.152, 0.152, and 0.142, respectively, and are 361.99 and 450.32,
Accept Date: 2024/01/21 respectively. A square kilometer of the area has a very high probability of danger.
Available:  2024/07/14 Finally, it can be said that the most important factor involved in increasing the amount

and potential of landslides in Germi city is the change of land use and the increase of

agricultural land and livestock pastures.
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Due to its special location, such as topography, high slope, the presence of loose and non-resistant surface materials on
resistant formations, as well as climatic conditions, is one of the accident-prone areas in terms of the possibility of
landslides. ARAS method, which is based on optimal planning and multi-criteria optimization, has been used in the
present study as a multi-criteria decision rule, in combination with the network analysis process for the landslide
potential zoning. It is worth mentioning that the use of ARAS method with the integration of network analysis method
has been used for the first time in this research in terms of landslide risk zoning; therefore, the results of this study can
be mainly considered by researchers, national and policy makers regarding landslide risk zoning.

Methodology

The current research was an applied study and its research methodology was an analysis based on the integration of
data analysis, geographic information system and the use of multi-criteria analysis techniques .

Analytical Network Process (ANP): The ANP method is an advanced form of AHP method that is capable of modeling
and includes the correlation and feedback between elements in decision making and all the internal effects of the
affective components in decision making. The ARAS method is based on the argument that complex phenomena of the
world can be understood using simple relative comparisons. This technique is a powerful method in providing the
performance and degree of desirability of different options relative to the optimal situation, whose usage is relatively
easy. ARAS performance phases are as the following:

1: Forming the decision matrix: The decision matrix in this method is in the form of criteria-options. That is, a matrix
whose columns are problem criteria and rows are options, and each row is actually the score of each option relative to
each criterion. 2: Normalization of the decision matrix or standardization: In the implementation of all the algorithms
used in the present research and in order to achieve the spatial zoning pattern of subsidence risk, the standardization
step was performed according to the fuzzy membership function. Data standardization means equalizing the range of
data changes between zero and a specified range. In fuzzy sets, the highest value, i.e. the value of one, belongs to the
maximum membership and the lowest value, i.e. zero, belongs to the minimum membership in the set.

Results and Discussion

After applying the weights obtained from the ANP method on each of the standardized maps and performing other steps
of the ARAS model, the final landslide zoning map was obtained in 5 classes ranging from very high risk to very low
risk. According to the obtained results, 99 thousand and 361 square kilometers of the city area were in the high risk
category and 32 thousand and 450 square kilometers were in the high risk category. Moreover, 205.31 square kilometers
of the city area had medium risk and 347.20 and 519.26 square kilometers had very low risk and low risk, respectively.
The most dangerous areas were mainly in the slope of 20% to 30% and in this amount of slope in the city, the surface
and basically fine-grained materials are susceptible. They reach the limit of sliding with the absorption of water and
increase in humidity, and with the increase of shear stress and rupture of materials, they start to move in the slope.
Mainly in high slopes and less than this value in the region, the possibility of formation of sliding movements would be
low. The slope direction of the area is from east to north. Investigating land use criteria indicated that agricultural use,
and pastures have occupied the largest percentage of the area of high-risk areas due to non-observance of crop rotation,
cultivation on sloping lands and increase in soil moisture, which is acceptable due to the irrigation and infiltration of
more water into the ground. In Germi city, the distance from the communication road is between zero and 10000 meters.
High-risk areas are mainly located at a distance of zero to a maximum of 1,800 meters from communication routes. The
distance from the waterway in Germi city is the closest and farthest distance from the fault, respectively, from zero to
4000 meters. The high-risk areas introduced from the present study are mainly located between 0 and 3000 meters from
the fault. This city is between 0 and 1000 meters. High-risk areas are located at a distance of O to 700 meters from the
river.

Conclusions

In this research, landslide risk in Germi city has been investigated using the integration of ANP and ARAS methods. In
landslide risk zoning of Germi city, 9 parameters effective in the occurrence of landslides including lithology, land use,
slope, direction of slope, height, rainfall, distance from waterway, distance from road and distance from fault were
prepared. The research results showed that land use factors (part of human cluster), slope (part of physiographic factors
cluster), lithology (part of land-construction cluster) with values of 0.187, 0.152 and 0.142, respectively had the highest
weight coefficients.
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Fig (2): Map of factors affecting landslides
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Table (1): The type of fuzzifier functions of thematic layers affecting the risk of selling the studied area
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Fig (3): Flowchart related to the research process
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Fig (4): Fuzzy standardized mapof the proposed criteria in landslide zoning
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Table (2): Unweighted or primitive supermatrix related to the model
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Table (3): weighted supermatrix
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Table (4): Limit supermatrix
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Table (5): Matrix of weights of groups
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Table (6): The final weight obtained from the ANP method
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Fig (4): Landslide zoning map of Germi city
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Table (7): The final weight obtained from the ANP method
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Fig (6): Landslide photo of Germi city
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