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ABSTRACT

Keywords: Context and purpose : Rural and agricultural cooperatives are one of the most ubiquitous institutions in different societies; however, their

i network structure has been less investigated. This research was carried out with the aim of analyzing the situation of rural cooperative
e Social network companies in Kermanshah province and based on the social network analysis methodology to identify the weaknesses and strengths of the
e rural cooperative companies by comparing the top companies with the normal ones.

companies
e Social capital

Methodology/approach: This research is of applied type and in the group of analytical-descriptive studies. Its statistical population
includes members of the board of directors, CEO and inspectors and experts of 20 rural cooperative companies in Kermanshah province.
After in-depth library studies, the main tool for collecting the required data and information was a questionnaire made by the researcher,
and the reliability and validity of the tools were ensured by using Cronbach's alpha coefficient and content validity.

Findings and conclusions: Findings of correlation coefficient of organizational dynamics (r =0.31), sense of belonging and empathy (r

Zefuer:g’ggz'z =0.28), behavioral style (r =0.35), social level ( =0.32), social trust (r =0.30), social participation (r =0.32) and social relations (r =0.37)
Revised: with the cooperatives’ performance were positive and meaningful. The results of variance analysis showed that these variables had a
23 February 2022 significant effect on the performance of cooperatives and were able to predict about 59.6% of the performance changes of both groups of
Accepted: cooperatives under study. Also, the effect of the mentioned variables on the performance of the company was different between successful
24 June 2023 and unsuccessful cooperatives.

Available online: Originality: The current research had a different view on the category of rural cooperatives. It analyzed the structure of the social network
30 August 2023 as a new topic in these institutions and takes into account its current situation. In addition, it compares the state of relations and social

network in two superior or successful and unsuccessful cooperative groups in the studied area.

EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Context and purpose : Rural and agricultural cooperatives are one of the most comprehensive and popular institutions in

different societies. The problem that this research aimed to address was the need to analyze the existence and establishment of
the social network and its components in such cooperatives. Its necessity is because firstly, cooperatives are one of the most
comprehensive people's organizations in the study area, and secondly, many researches have been conducted on rural
cooperatives in this region in different dimensions in the past in this region and similar regions but it seems that it is necessary
to study the comparative study between the top cooperatives and others from a holistic point of view using social network
analysis. With this description, this research analyzes the situation of rural cooperative companies in Kermanshah province based
on the methodology of social network analysis and finally to identify the weaknesses and strengths of the companies by
comparing the top companies with the normal ones

Methodology/approach: The research was an applied type and in the analytical-descriptive study group, which was carried out
by survey or field method. The studied area is Kermanshah province, which has a total of 20 top rural cooperatives. The statistical
population of this research includes board of director’s members, CEOs and inspectors and.experts of selected rural cooperative
companies. In addition to in-depth studies of the library and documents related to the subject of the study, the main instrument
for collecting the required data and information was a researcher-made questionnaire, the reliability and validity of the tools
were checked using Cronbach's alpha coefficient and content validity, and the results showed acceptable reliability and validity.

Findings and conclusions: Findings of the correlation coefficient of organizational dynamics (r=0.31.), sense of belonging and
empathy (r=0.28), different behavior style (r=0.35), different social level (r=0.32), social trust (r=0.30), social participation
(r=0.32) and social relations (r=0.37) are positive and significant with the performance of cooperatives. To predict the
performance of cooperatives based on the variables of organizational dynamics, sense of belonging and empathy, different
behavioral style, different social level, social trust, social participation and social relations, stepwise regression method was used.
The results of variance analysis show that organizational dynamics, sense of belonging and empathy, different behavioral style,
different social level, social trust, social participation and social relations have a significant effect on the performance of
cooperatives and these variables are able to predict about 59.6% of the changes of the performance of cooperatives. Also, the
effect of these variables on the performance of the company is different between successful and unsuccessful cooperatives.

Originality: This research has a different view on the category of rural cooperatives and that is, it analyzes the situation of the
contingency network as a new issue in these institutions and takes into account its current situation. Morover, it compares the
state of relations and social network in two superior or successful and unsuccessful cooperative groups in the studied area. These
issues can be exploited and used for the expansion of cooperation and the new goals and missions of this department for the
managers and those involved, and it will provide the basis for creating and strengthening the network of members in similar
events in the rural areas of the country.
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