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Extended Abstract

Introduction:

Foreign trade is one of the important components in
economic development and a source of foreign
exchange earnings for investment in order to
increase the productive capacity of the country's

economy (Y¥). Existence of sanctions, especially the

oil embargo and oil price fluctuations, have faced
many changes in the country's foreign exchange
income and affected the country's economy.
According to this article, the need to recognize and
create diversity in export products, especially non-
oil products, is more important than ever, so that
maintaining export markets and taking more serious
steps to conquer target markets becomes doubly
important. Currently, after a long period of
economic stagnation, Iran's economy is looking for
driving forces that will lead to strong economic
growth. By increasing exports, the government can
reduce the large and persistent deficit in the budget.
In the meantime, the government and export-
oriented companies are looking for export markets
that will strengthen their exports. A very important,
but difficult and subtle point in choosing the target
countries lies in the main part of the economic
externalization concepts. So that the expert and
executive power of the country should be able to
choose the most objective and accepted indicators of
extroversion in accordance with the general
situation of the country and make a pragmatic plan
for their implementation. Therefore, in this study,
considering the country's production capacity with
the aim of export, it is tried to identify the countries
that can effectively and sustainably be Iran's trading
partners. . On the other hand, it is important to pay
attention to the business of the agricultural sector
with regard to goals such as self-sufficiency and
food security and the possibility of high foreign
exchange of this economic sector (%).

Although agricultural products can be exported to
different countries, in fact, some markets have better
potential in terms of demand for Iranian agricultural
products, and as a result, choosing these markets as

a target will bring more profit () Y). Therefore, the

development of exports in the agricultural sector
requires the knowledge of potential export products

and export markets ()A). The target market is a

market that is located outside the borders of a
country but has not yet become actual, but it can be
penetrated if optimal marketing and international
marketing strategies are developed. If an
international market has a continuous and stable
demand growth as well as an appropriate economic
scale, it can be considered a potential market or a
target market. The main purpose of this article is to
identify new opportunities for the export of Iranian
agricultural products using a tool called "Decision
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Support Model" (DSM) to map the international
markets of Iranian products. The four filters of the
decision support model can be described as follows:
The first filter examines potential export markets. At
this stage, variables such as business risk, economy
size, short-term and long-term economic growth are
examined; Therefore, the output of the first filter
includes potential target markets.

In the second filter, the product-target market
combination is examined by variables such as: short-
term import growth, long-term import growth and
relative share in the global import market, and the
output of this filter includes possible opportunities
for export.

The third filter examines market access through
variables such as the degree of exclusivity or
concentration of the target market and the extent of
access to the target market, and its output includes
possible opportunities for the target market.

In the fourth filter, export opportunities are
examined by the variable of prioritizing export
opportunities by comparing relative advantage, and
its output is the introduction of realistic
opportunities for export.

In the following, the export situation of Iran's
agricultural products will be examined first, and
then the theoretical framework and literature of the
subject will be presented, and then the decision
support model (DSM) will be introduced. In the next
section, the results of the research will be explained.

Materials and Methods

The Decision Support Model (DSM) is an analytical
tool, which includes a complete screening process
that facilitates the systematic selection of the export
market by identifying realistic export opportunities
for exportable goods. It also replaces options for
exporters where they face saturation or slowdown in
their traditional markets. The DSM methodology
considers all possible country and product
combinations for exportable goods worldwide. In
this method, using four filters, it evaluates the
attractiveness and accessibility of potential export
opportunities, respectively, and the remaining
options in a network. Classifies and prioritizes.

The four decision support model (DSM) filters can
be described as follows: Filter one excludes
countries that have too high a political or trade risk
and do not show sufficient macroeconomic size or
growth.

In the filter, two more specific evaluations of the
different product groups for the remaining countries
are performed to identify the market potential of
each possible combination of country and product
(market). Therefore, the main purpose of this filter
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is to eliminate markets that do not show sufficient
demand potential.

In the third filter, trade restrictions and other barriers
to entry are considered to further explore potential
export opportunities. In this filter, two categories of
barriers are considered: the degree of market
concentration (competitor analysis) and trade
constraints (market access).

In the last stage of analysis (filter four), export
opportunities  (country-product  compositions)
identified in filters one to three are categorized
based on the relative importance of the market and
the relative size and growth of the market.

Findings

Iran's average export during the period 2016-2018 in
selected products was equal to four billion dollars,
the highest amount of exports is related to the code
HS 0802 "Other nuts, fresh or dried" and has been
more than one billion dollars during this period. . In
the next ranks of commodity groups: "Ginger,
saffron, turmeric and other spices (excluding
pepper)”, "dates, figs, pineapple, avocado, mango
and bergamot”, "bread, sweets, cakes, biscuits" and
They are "grapes" and their exports range from $
200 million to $ 300 million. The calculation of the
apparent comparative advantage index shows that
although J.A. Iran has exported all the products in
this table with a comparative advantage, but the
highest comparative advantage of the J.A. Iran is
manifested in the products of "Ginger, Saffron,
Turmeric and other spices (excluding pepper)",
"Other nuts”, "Melon, watermelon and fresh
papaya”, "Tomato" and doogh, cream milk and
yogurt . Examining the export basket of agricultural
products of J.A. Iran shows that among the products
in the first 24 seasons of HS, 16 commodity groups
(four-digit HS code) have been exported to the
world with obvious comparative advantage.
Expanding the export of these products will be a
necessary ground for the development of other
activities in the lranian economy. Infiltration in
various markets will significantly reduce the
fragility of foreign exchange earnings from exports
in the event of economic events in the target market,
such as recession or problems such as economic
sanctions. In this study, the products and target
markets of these products are prioritized based on
the decision support model of identification.

Discussion and Conclusion

In this report, export opportunities for agricultural
products that J.A. Iran was identified with the
apparent comparative advantage it exports to the
world. The results show that there are 1369 export
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opportunities (product-target market combination)
for the development of Iran's economy, of which 603
have significant long-term or short-term growth
opportunities and have a significant share in global
imports. Also, a significant part of agricultural
goods in target markets face tariff rates higher than
ten percent. Also, most of the export target markets
for agricultural products have a high degree of
monopoly structure. Accordingly, entering the target
markets with tariff walls and strong competitors is
possible. Based on the research findings, realistic
export opportunities for nine products (1) Other nuts
(2) Dates, figs, pineapple, avocado, mango and
bergamot (3) Grapes (4) Melons, watermelons and
fresh papaya (5) Fresh apples and pears (6) Ginger,
saffron, turmeric, thyme and other spices (excluding
peppers) (7) Sugary sweets containing cocoa,
including. White chocolate (8) Bread, pastries,
cakes, biscuits and other bakery utensils, whether or
not containing cocoa, and (9) Other vegetables
prepared or preserved but not frozen. Also the most
important export target markets in which it is
possible to expand the export of agricultural
products are Spain, Australia, Estonia, Germany,
UAE, USA, ltaly, Singapore, France, Kuwait,
Poland, Lithuania, Malta, Hungary, Mauritius, New
Zealand and the Netherlands. According to the
research  findings, most of Iran's export
opportunities in the agricultural sector face an
important barrier called the tariff rate, which due to
the low competitiveness of agricultural products,
makes their export a major problem. Accordingly, it
is recommended that the Ministry of Silence, as the
custodian of the trade sector in Iran, develop
bilateral and multilateral trade agreements with
countries (especially potential target markets
identified in this study).
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