
  

 

Basic Western Studies, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS)  
Biannual Journal, Vol. 14, No. 1, Spring and Summer 2023, 241-266 

https://www.doi.org/10.30465/os.2024.45907.1923 

Fichte's effect of Machiavelli's effective reality in politics 

and overcoming it in the moral sphere 

Mostafa Abedi Jige
*
 

Abstract 

The main problem of the writer in this article is to show how Fichte's political 

philosophy in the Jena period is not possible without understanding Machiavelli's 

political philosophy in order to be understood. In this area, the writer tries to explain 

with a descriptive-analytical method that although Fichte considered the moral world to 

be the end of political relations, in many ways he adheres to the logic that Machiavelli 

creates in politics. Influenced by Machiavelli, he interprets political relations based on 

effective truth, and considering national unity, the rule of law and public interests as 

fundamental, he explains rights and politics through recognition. By explaining law and 

politics, Fichte brings politics, which in Machiavelli was considered the center of 

human relations, into the realm of consciousness and objectivity, and in this way, the 

logic of Machiavelli's politics is implemented in the realm of philosophy and opinion. 

brings and gathers its philosophical accessories until the last stage of determination. 

Keywords: Fichte, Machiavelli, politics, ethics, effective truth. 
 

 

Extended abstract 

Fichte's effect of Machiavelli's effective truth in politics 

and overcoming it in the moral sphere 

There is no mention of Machiavelli in Fichte's works until 1806. In 1806, Fichte spoke 

about Machiavelli for the first time in the article "About Machiavelli", then in the book 
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"Addresses to the German Nation" written in 1808, he finds Machiavelli important 

again and tries to Inspired by Machiavelli, who introduced the concept of the nation in 

political philosophy, to create a logic to explain the German nation, for this purpose, by 

receiving the similarity between the state of faith and the Italian two centuries ago, he 

speaks of a nation that in the states Has spread its local small. In his view, the concept 

of the German nation is a common situation and condition that is scattered throughout 

the entire geography of Germany and as a common reality, gathers all German people 

and intellectuals under one general reality. In his speeches, he is looking for a way to 

reduce the cultural and political influence of France over Germany. Fichte states that if 

Germany wants to be saved from political and cultural backwardness, the way is to 

develop and reveal the inner power of the German nation instead of relying on external 

power. 

Although Fichte did not mention Machiavelli in the period of Jena when he wrote 

his two important books, namely, the doctrine of knowledge and the foundation of 

natural right, it is apparently in this period that Fichte, like Machiavelli, used effective 

truth in explaining relations in explaining politics. He finds it important to be political 

and with this explanation he goes to the establishment of his political system. He does 

not mention Machiavelli in the foundation of natural right where he explains his 

philosophy of right and politics, but Fichte seems to have been influenced by 

Machiavelli in his theoretical politics. In this way, although in Fichte's works, we 

encounter Machiavelli in the Berlin period, that is, the time when nothing was left of 

Germany but multiple weak governments, but in the Jena period, he also in political 

philosophy, in a way, in the land that Machiavelli in Shahriar creates and explains his 

political philosophy. 

The main problem of this article is to show how Fichte's political philosophy in the 

Jena period cannot be properly understood without considering Machiavelli's political 

thought and situation. Although Fichte considered the moral world to be the end of 

political relations, in many ways he adheres to the logic that Machiavelli creates in 

politics. Influenced by Machiavelli, he interprets political relations based on effective 

truth, and considering national unity, the rule of law and public interests as 

fundamental, he explains rights and politics through recognition. By explaining law and 

politics, Fichte brings politics, which in Machiavelli was considered the center of 

human relations, into the realm of consciousness and objectivity, and in this way, the 

logic of Machiavelli's politics is implemented in the realm of philosophy and opinion. 

brings 
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The author has written this article with a descriptive and analytical method, and the 

author's goal in writing this article is to present a picture of Fichte's subjective idealism, 

based on which to show how Fichte's philosophical ontology interacts with the issues 

that Machiavelli was involved with in his political thought, and ontology 

Philosophically, he fertilizes himself in the shadow of the possibilities created in 

Machiavelli's political thought, and in this way, Fichte's subjective idealism can be 

explained in the political situation and national unity of Germany. 
 

Conclusion 

From what has been said, Machiavelli was able to activate the intellectual errors of 

classical political thought through the effective truth plan in the political system, and by 

destroying the old political foundations, he built his politics on its ruins. , presented a 

logic for politics that after him many thinkers of political philosophy, including Fichte, 

were influenced by it. Although Fichte was an idealist in the ethical system and also in 

politics he considered the ethical system as an end for the political system, but in many 

ways he thinks in politics based on the logic that Machiavelli founded the political 

system on. For this reason, the explanation of Fichte's political philosophy cannot be 

understood without considering the territory that Fichte opens in theoretical politics. 
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