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Abstract

In the field of qualitative research, there are many reference books, each of which has
gained good legitimacy and acceptance among readers for a reason. The book “Basics of
Qualitative Research: Grounded Theory Procedures and Techniques” written by
Strauss and Corbin and translated by Ebrahim Afshar, is one of the most successful
books that has been written in this field, published 9 times and has been used as a
reference book for postgraduate students. In this article, the attempt was to review the
book in a descriptive-analytical manner, by mentioning the evidence and documents and
based on evaluation criteria which the Council introduced for Reviewing Books and
Text on Human Sciences. Criticisms were presented from both formal and content
perspectives. According to this, on one hand, the main strengths of the book are content
comprehensiveness about grounded theory, a coherent and structured view of the
subject, and providing practical examples. On the other hand, this work has also some
drawbacks, the most important of which are the lack of sufficient attention to the stage
of preparing and presenting the research report, outdated topics despite numerous

editions of the book, and the lack of attention to other qualitative research methods.
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Extended Abstract

In most universities of the world, until three decades ago, it was thought that the
researcher could keep his values away from the research process and adopt a completely
neutral role. This attitude was based on the paradigm of positivism; but the research that
was gradually carried out based on interpretative, critical, and post-positivism
paradigms has caused the mentioned attitude to be revised. Based on this, qualitative
research methods were placed at the center of attention. In the field of qualitative
research, there are many reference books, each of which has gained legitimacy and
acceptance among readers for a reason. The book “Basics of Qualitative Research:
Grounded Theory Procedures and Techniques” written by Strauss and Corbin and
translated by Ebrahim Afshar, is one of the most successful books written in this field,
and the authors, while emphasizing the systematic approach, have chosen their main
audience as students and novice researchers, which has made it one of the textbooks that
has been published 9 times so far and is used as a textbook for postgraduate courses. In
this article, an attempt was made to make a fair and unbiased review of the mentioned
book with a descriptive-analytical approach, citing evidence and documentation, and
based on the evaluation criteria introduced by the Humanities Texts and Books Review
Council. For this purpose, in the first part, the introduction of the work and its formal
evaluation were discussed, the characteristics of the work and the authors, the structure
of the book, the technical features of the work, literary editing, and compliance with the
scientific principles of referencing were all examined. In the next part, the content
analysis and evaluation of the work by examining the educational dimensions, the
problematic nature of the book and responding to the scientific and practical needs of
the country, the evaluation of logical order and internal coherence, the degree of
strength of analyses and explanations, the degree of accuracy in the use of specialized
terms, the degree of compliance with scientific principles and ethics and
trustworthiness, the harmony of the work with Islamic values, creativity and innovation
and the extent to which reliable sources are used are presented. The book is organized in
three parts and 17 chapters. Regarding the themes of the chapters, it should be said that
as can be inferred from the first part of the title of the book, the content of the book does
not deal with the fundamentals of qualitative research and only examines the
fundamentals related to the underlying theory. Therefore, the book is not suitable for
audiences who want to learn about qualitative research methods. In addition, the focus
of the book's content is on data analysis in grounded theory, and the important topic of

preparing and formulating a research plan, and preparing and presenting a report has not
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been given proper attention. During the nine reprints of the book, the cover design
remains the same. The quality of the binding is relatively good and provides the
possibility to refer to the beginning and end pages of the book. The typography and
layout are appropriate. The book is written in a simple, eloquent, and understandable
language for readers, especially students and novice researchers. There is a need to edit
sentences, correct punctuation, and observe editorial rules in some pages of the book.
The need to use punctuation marks such as commas and semicolons is felt in many
sentences of the book, and also, in some sentences, the grammar of the Persian language
is not carefully observed, and the relevant examples of which are given in the text of the
article. As can be seen from the titles of the chapters, the authors have chosen the
appropriate headings to enter the discussion, but upon entering the contents of the book,
it is clear that the important chapters that should be considered in a specialized
qualitative research book are not presented. In the text of the article, an attempt has been
made to mention the important topics that deserve attention. The present work has been
much more successful in the scientific-educational field than the practical field, and
considering that the authors have chosen their main audience as students and novice
researchers, this is natural. The arrangement of the book's topics in the form of three
sections implicitly shows that the authors have followed a consistent course in arranging
the chapters in the form of these sections. Given that the theoretical theorist is one of the
authors of the book, therefore, most of the content presented is first-hand, and in cases
where there is a need to provide additional content, the authors have used other
scientific sources. The main strengths of the book are the comprehensiveness of the
content regarding the underlying theory, a coherent and structured view of the subject,
and the presentation of practical examples. At the same time, this work has points that
can be improved, the most important of which are the lack of sufficient attention to the
preparation and presentation of the research report, the lack of updating in the topics
despite the numerous reprints of the book, and the lack of attention to other qualitative

research methods.
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