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folk culture and literature. Its explicit findings indicate that in the folk
culture, the philosophy of the emergence and nature of carpet weavers'
beliefs and carpet weaving in Iran are expressed as follows: projective,
defensive, aesthetic, and palliative. The analysis of rituals such as the
“Mi bechkelessen Alasht" related to wool preparation for weaving
shows the link between ancient Iranian rain rituals and religious
beliefs in the carpet washers of Mashhad Ardahal. In folk literature,
references to the most important carpet weaving regions in Iran are
made in proverbs, discussing carpet maintenance and the hardships of
carpet weavers, while economic aspects of carpets are discussed using
specialized carpet terminology, creating various themes and reflecting
some customs and traditions. The main themes of Iranian carpet
weavers' songs include love, separation from the beloved, the sorrow
of exile, the hardship of carpet weaving, describing the beauty of
carpets, seeking help from Imam Reza (AS) at work, and wishing for
the completion of carpet weaving and pilgrimage to Imam Reza (AS).
In myths formed around the theme of carpets and weavings, and in the
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myth of Solomon's Carpet, one can find heroism with real characters
defeating natural elements, and the carpet itself being a mythical
element added to the myth by the public. In the myth of "Muffler and
Solomon's Son," the element of coincidence leads to the discovery of
how the harp is made. All of these instances demonstrate the
undeniable significance of carpets in folk culture and literature; the
public themselves have created these beliefs, proverbs, songs, and
myths, reciting them and being the performers of carpet weaving
rituals.

Keywords: Carpet; beliefs; rituals; parables; riddles; songs; legends.

Introduction

Carpets are among the most significant household items in Iran, and
the frequent occurrence of terms such as "gali" and "farsh” in
proverbs, riddles, rituals, myths, and songs reflects its importance in
the culture of the people.

In this study, the position of carpets in certain cultural elements of
some spiritual elements of folk culture has been examined through the
method of collecting information from various sources and analyzing
their content.

Research Background

Scattered articles and writings regarding each aspect of the cultural
and literary ramifications of carpets are found in various dispersed
sources, which have been utilized and referenced in this article.
However, according to the examination of existing literature, no
article specifically addressing the analysis of the position of carpets in
the spiritual elements of folk culture was found, except Imam Jomeh
and Bakhtiyari Bastaki (2013).
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Objectives, questions, and hypotheses

The primary questions of this research are as follows:

1. Considering carpets in folk culture, how do beliefs and rituals
related to carpets manifest in folk culture?

2. Considering carpets in folk literature, what role do carpets play in
Iranian proverbs, riddles, songs, and myths?

Discussion

The frequency and abundant repetition of carpets in certain spiritual
elements of folk culture such as proverbs, riddles, beliefs, rituals,
songs, and myths indicate its significance and position in culture as a
whole and specifically in popular culture. The following section
elaborates on the findings of this article regarding each of these
elements.

Proverbs

Content analysis of proverbs related to carpets indicates that they
mostly focus on the following themes: economic issues, specialized
carpet terminology, certain customs and traditions, mentioning regions
famous for carpet weaving in Iran and the characteristics of carpets
from those regions, the hardships of carpet weavers, and tips for carpet
maintenance. In other words, the attention of the public in carpet-
related proverbs has been drawn to these topics.

Riddles

Riddles with carpet-related responses are considered colloquial (not
literary) in terms of language and expression, and in terms of content,
the subjects of the responses fall into the category of "inanimate
objects" among the "lifeless entities."
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Beliefs

In the significant carpet-weaving regions of Iran, beliefs about carpets
have formed; according to the present study, these regions include
Arak, Birjand, Nushabad Kashan, Kerman, and Semnan.
Philosophically and in terms of the nature of the formed beliefs, the
majority of beliefs relate to extravagant beliefs, followed by defensive,
aesthetic, and palliative beliefs. Some beliefs have a general aspect,
but most of them are specific to carpet weaving.

Rituals

Two rituals are examined in the section on rituals:

1. The " Mi bechkelessen™ ritual, in which women of Alasht help each
other in carding sheep's wool for weaving rugs.

2. Qa lisuya n of Mashhad Ardahal ritual. Every year, the people of
Fin and Kashan gather in Ardahal, take a piece of carpet
symbolizing the tomb of Imamzadeh Sultan Ali, and carry it to the
spring, sprinkling water over it. This ritual serves as a reminder of
the ancient rain-making rituals in ancient Iran. The people of Fin,
by performing these symbolic rites, both commemorate the
legendary martyrdom of Sultan Ali (AS) and replicate the ancient
customs of their ancestors in the rain-making ceremony of Tir and
Nahid in the autumn (Bolookbashi, 1964, pp. 32-37).

Songs

During their work, carpet weavers often hum songs to alleviate fatigue
and boredom. According to the present research, the main themes of
carpet weavers' songs in various regions of Iran include: describing
the beauty of carpets, longing for the completion of carpet weaving,
love, mentioning the carpets of different regions, weaving carpets for
dowry, economic constraints and the hardships of carpet weavers'
livelihoods, seeking assistance from Imam Reza (AS) and Imam Ali in
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carpet weaving, the toils and hardships of carpet weaving, physical
pains experienced by carpet weavers such as hand and eye pain; exile,
love, separation from loved ones, and the desire to visit the shrine of
Imam Reza (AS).

The findings of the present study are consistent with the research of
Zolfaghari (2015, pp. 354-355) regarding the description of the beauty
of carpets, the anticipation of completing carpet weaving, and the
fatigue experienced by carpet weavers.

Myths

Two myths related to carpets and textiles were examined:

1. The Carpet of Solomon: In this myth, the public imagines the figure
of Solomon (AS) with the branches and leaves of a "carpet” in an
imaginative form.

2. Muffler and Solomon's Son: This myth is among the common
myths of Semnan and Mazandaran. It describes Solomon's son's
efforts to make fabric and his accidental discovery of felt as a result
of beating wool and shedding tears on it.

Conclusion

The general conclusion drawn from the above discussions is that
carpets have an inseparable connection with various spiritual elements
of general culture, reflecting in customs, beliefs, and rituals of
different regions of Iran, indicating its undeniable position in popular
culture. On the other hand, in general literature, namely in proverbs,
songs, riddles, and common myths, this connection has been
extensively reflected. This indicates that the public lives with beliefs
about carpets and acts as executors of its rituals. They sing, recite, and
retell carpet-related songs, proverbs, riddles, and myths, which are
integral parts of their lives.
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