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Considering different definitions of game, one can categorize them Momoraﬂi@shi?azu_ac_ir

into different types. Inevitably, games have influenced everyone's life
at different ages. Games not only entertain individuals, but also reflect
the concerns and problems of life. Furthermore, players both repeat
such concerns and transmit them, too. "Poetry" is one of the most
important means of transmitting elements. This element can be
changed based on the time and place and it can be compatible
accordingly. This research has been done based on descriptive-
analytical method and it has classified and considered the play-songs
of the people of Fars. The results show these songs used in those
games with two or more groups of audiences and mostly considered as
non-actional/ verbal games which are constructed on four principals of
repetition, dialogue, teasing and consonance. Also, they were counted
in counter side of actional games. This spectrum of play-songs (verbal
to action) also fits with the element of age because the tendency of
young people is more towards verbal games as they get older, they
move towards action games. Another point is the poem which is the
game and is not part of it, that it is in the four initial categories of
game. It is underlined that poem is so dominant in the folklore life.
Another is that many of the action games have rules and frameworks
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in poems and these rules are included in seven groups such as: calling
out for game, role calling, choosing the head of the game, starter and
fellow, selecting the fired one or the reserved one, punishment, not
paying the penalty and announcing the end of the game. The players
should accept and perform the rules. The order of these rules and in
general, all the songs of the game played a big role in the socialization
of the players.

Keywords: Action game; Fars province; folklore poetry; non — action/
verbal game; play-song.

The review of the literature

Several researchers have investigated the subject of game. Some of
them have only limited their research in compiling games. For
example, Faghiri has compiled the folk games of Fars province. Some
others have deliberated the play-songs in a completely different
category. For instance, Moradi has considered the structural- format
features of the nursery songs of Fars province. He has briefly
investigated the game songs and entertainments in one part of his
research. Some others have precisely investigated play-songs. For
example, Anizade has made a morphology of children and
adolescents' verbal games based on the seven principles.

The aims, questions and research hypotheses

This research aims to answers these questions by categorizing the
common games and songs in Fars province and presenting the ruling
order in the games which displays itself typically through the
dominant methods and frameworks on game. The research questions
are: How many categories are the folk songs of Fars province divided
into? Based on folklore literature documents, are game songs a part of
the game or the game itself? What was the effect of the age of the
audience or the narrators on the play-song genre? Are the games-
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songs just for fun and leisure time activity or are there other goals
behind them? Were the methods and frameworks of the games in the
form of poetry or prose?

It is assumed that the common play-songs among the people of Fars
can be systematically classified and their place in part or all of
bounciness can be revealed. Moreover, the influence of the age is
fixed in game type with this classification. Moreover, it was
considered that games had other roles other than entertainment, and in
many cases, the methods and frameworks of the games were in the
form of poetry.

Main discussion

According to the prominent role of game in human life, there are
different definitions for it. Some people believe that game is a free
activity compatible with constant rules and regular pattern. It is
consciously done out of the normal life and it is performed as a non -
serious one. Although it has no material benefit, it is attractive
(Caillois, 2001, translated by Davudi, 2010, p. 16). It is assumed that
highlighting the effect of game on individuals' growth is a newly
emerged issue because our ancestors are also considered as the
significance of this issue. For example, in the book of Guidance for
Medical Students, doctors had similarly underlined the importance of
game (Bokhari Akhavayni, 1992, p. 118). One of the important parts
of the game is song and poem that cannot be separated from the game.
Poems and games have a supplementary role in the game progression.
In this research, games are divided into action and non-action/ verbal
games based on the type of object, mind and language dealt with the
game. Consequently, suitable poems and songs have been composed
for the action and non-action ones. The games of the first type are
verbal and they are divided into four categories. It mostly highlights
the phonemes and words. They mostly aim to make the player
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mistaken. They want to create fun and entertainment. In some cases,
offensive words are used. These types of poems need more attention
and preciseness. They also strengthen the memory and their role
should not be bound to fun and entertainment. In the second type of
games, in addition to the songs at the game time, there is the methods
and frameworks of the games to practice organization and improve
games. They can be categorized into seven divisions from calling out
for the game to announcing the end of the game. It seems that the
methods and frameworks of the games presented as songs have paved
the way for children and adolescents to socialize and practice
organization and arrangement in their life.

Conclusion

The findings of this research indicate that the games of the people of
Fars province are divided into non-action/ verbal games (based on
repetition, dialogue, teasing audience, and consonance) and the action
ones. In the first and second types, poem is the game itself and part of
the game. Most of the action games have been composed to practice
organization and improve games considering the methods and
frameworks. They are categorized into the following seven divisions:
1. Calling out for game, 2. role calling, 3. choosing the head of the
game, starter and fellow, 4. selecting the fired one or the reserved one,
5. punishment or demonstration of losing in game, 6. not paying/ not
performing the penalty, and 7. announcing the end of the game.

These rules presented as songs have paved the way for children and
adolescents to socialize and practice organization and arrangement in
their life.

In term of the element of age, individuals at younger ages play non-
action/ verbal games and as they grow older, they tend to action ones.

Many of the structural issues have been reflected in the poems of
action games. Hence, they cannot be regarded just as entertainment,
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fun and leisure time activity. Even non- action/ verbal games

remarkably affect memory and learning and they are not merely for
entertainment.
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