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1. Background Research

“Kalila and Dimna” is one of the most enduring and influential literary works in the
world, translated into various languages, and its stories and allegories have been a
source of adaptation for many writers worldwide. In Russian literature, examples
of this book can also be found in the fables of Leo Tolstoy and Ivan Krylov. Aleksey
Remizov, a prominent Russian writer of the twentieth century, relying on the
tradition of literary adaptation, has reflected many themes, motifs, and even
sentences from ancient works in his stories, under the title Two Creatures Ikhnilat,
based on the Slavic translation of “Kalila and Dimna”. The analyses have shown
that so far no article or research has been written about Aleksey Remizov in Persian,
and writers have not been able to find a translated work from this author into
Persian. In terms of literary adaptation, most existing articles and books have
focused on literary adaptation in the performing arts, including the field of cinema,
which is not our focus in this research. Although numerous articles have been
written in Russian about Aleksey Remizov, his life, works, and his position in 20th-
century Russian and Soviet literature, only one article related to the subject of our
research was found in this study entitled “Remizov, Stefanit and Ikhnilat: Ancient
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Russian” (published in the journal Russkaya Literatura, No. 4, 1966, p. 176). The
author of this article is Yakov Salamunovich Lurye (1896-1921), a historian,
cultural scholar, writer, and one of the famous literati of the Soviet Union who has
written extensively about Remizov and his works. In this article, he states that
Remizov was one of the prominent figures in Russian literature before the October
1917 revolution but emigrated in 1921 and led a very difficult life afterward.
Additionally, it briefly compares the content of Remizov's Two Creatures Ikhnilat
with its source, “Stefanit and Ikhnilat”, and discusses Remizov's borrowing from it.
Therefore, the present research is perceived in the field of innovative comparative
and literary adaptation studies and is unprecedented.

2. Research objectives and questions

In this study, we aim to examine the characteristics and aspects of adaptation
processes from “Kalila and Dimna” in Aleksey Remizov's story “Two Creatures
Ikhnilat”. In this regard, it is aimed to answer the questions such as whether
Remizov made explicit references to “Kalila and Dimna” in his story. Furthermore,
what similarities or differences can be identified between the characters and events
of these two works that align with our hypothesis regarding Remizov's literary
adaptation from “Kalila and Dimna”? Lastly, did Remizov have objectives such as
indigenization or addressing cultural and social discourse in writing this work, and
overall, what was his approach to adapting this text? The purpose of this research
IS to use a descriptive-analytical research method, relying on the French school of
comparative literature, to determine the correspondences or similarities between the
characters and events of “Kalila and Dimna” and Remizov's story, and to ascertain
whether the author remained entirely faithful to the original text or had his own
interpretation and reading. Furthermore, the subject of this research can also be used
in a separate study on the analysis of intertextual relationships between these texts.

3. Main Discussion

In this study, we first discussed the concept of literary adaptation within a
theoretical framework and provided definitions of this term based on credible
sources (Dad, 2016, p. 46; Ramin-Nia & Ebrahimi lvar, 2018, p. 41; Ma'roufi, 2014,
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p. 105; Jalali & Pourkhaleghi, 2013, p. 9; Kandaharion & Anoushirvani, 2012, p.
11). The outcome of these definitions indicates that literary adaptation or re-
creation, which falls within the field of comparative studies, refers to the act of a
writer creating anew by drawing inspiration from works written before them, even
in distant times. By applying elements from the original work, the writer recreates
it in a completely independent and original manner, based on imagination.
Therefore, adaptation means creating a new work from another work, also known
as re-creation, which differs from rewriting. In re-creation, the writer is authorized
to manipulate the structure of the work and can enter from any angle, whereas this
approach is not possible in rewriting. Then, with reference to credible Russian
sources (Nikolyukin, 2001, p. 19; Kozhevnikov and Nikolev, 1987, p. 14), we found
that in Russian literature, the equivalent term for literary adaptation is
“XynoxxecTBeHHbIH nepeckas,” which means artistic reinterpretation or literary re-
creation. In this process, a literary work such as a novel, story, poem, or the like
emerges in a new textual form in terms of literary genre or even in another art form
such as film or theater. Thercfore, adaptation means “a kind of influence or
interpretation in which the artist, by interpreting or following another work of art,
recreates a new work in which the traces of previous works are visible... In fact, the
adapter uses the work after editing and modifying it to express their desired
concepts. Thus, one of the sections of research in the field of comparative literature
is adaptation” (Kandaharion & Anoushirvani, 2012, p. 11). Furthermore, a
historical account of the emergence of “Kalila and Dimna” in the fifteenth century
in Russia and, in fact, the writing of “Stefanit and Ikhnilat” in the Slavic language
based on the Greek translation of this work by Simeon Seth has been discussed.
Remizov used this Slavic translation of the book to write his own story.

It is certain that Remizov wrote the story “Two Creatures Ikhnilat” inspired by
the Slavic translation of “Kalila and Dimna”, namely “Stefanit and Ikhnilat”. This
literary adaptation is a short story in 23 pages in the sixth volume of the author's
works and has a structure similar to “Kalila and Dimna”, with the difference that
the former is composed of 15 chapters while Remizov's work is divided into five
sections designated by Roman numerals, reminiscent of the five chapters in
“Panchatantra”. Remizov himself refers to the influence of “Kalila and Dimna” at
the beginning and end of his story, and in the preface of his story, titled “The Plant

129


https://clrj.modares.ac.ir/article-12-72975-fa.html

[ Downloaded from clrj.modares.ac.ir on 2024-08-05 ]

A Study of the Characteristics... Mahnaz Norouzi & Elaheh Karimi Riabi
C L
R

of Immortality,” he mentions a story attributed to Nushirvan, the Iranian king,
where Borzouyeh, the court physician, is sent to India to find the plant of eternal
life. Borzouyeh, after much suffering and disappointment in finding the plant,
ultimately brings back a book called Panchatantra, meaning “Five Books”, which
Is a book of advice and wisdom, to Iran and presents it to the king (Remizov, 2001,
p. 267-268). The story begins as follows: “Two friends, Stefanit and Ikhnilat, "The
Crownbearer' and 'the One Who Recognizes Footprints™” (ibid, 269). Remizov has
used the names recorded in the Greek translation of “Kalila and Dimna”, which
have found their way into the Slavic translation. Subsequently, the story of these
two foxes or wolves and the lion and the cow is introduced. Based on the
comparative analysis conducted, what Remizov presents in his story is a simple
summary of the content of the two chapters “The Lion and the Cow” and
“Investigating the Work of Demneh”. In this regard, the author is only drawn to the
main story of the book, namely the story of “Stefanit and Ikhnilat”, or “Kalila and
Dimna,” and many of the stories and anecdotes narrated by Kalila are not seen in
Remizov's book. Then, in the continuation of the study, a comparative analysis of
the characters and events in the two aforementioned works is conducted, and the
similarities and differences between “Kalila and Dimna” translated by Abu'l-Ma'ali
Nasrullah Monshi and the story “Two Creatures Ikhnilat” by Aleksey Remizov are
presented in a table format, considering literary features such as theme, characters,
sequence of events, setting, conclusion, etc.

4. Conclusion

The results of analyzing the story “Two Creatures Ikhnilat” by Aleksey Remizov
and comparing it with “Kalila and Dimna” show that Remizov, according to the
definition of literary adaptation, has translated the ancient text into a modern and
contemporary language while preserving his writing style and not distorting the
essence of the story. The plot and storyline of Remizov's work are entirely
borrowed, and all the tricks and cunning of Ikhnilat (Dimna) in his conversations
with Stefanit (Kalila) and all his words in court and on the day of trial are taken
from the original work. Remizov has clear references and allusions to the original
text at the beginning and end of the story. In terms of examining the similarities and
differences among the characters, it should be noted that the two wolves in
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Remizov's story, namely Stefanit and Ikhnilat, have more human traits than animal
ones, their conversations are shorter compared to the original text, and many of the
small anecdotes within the main narrative are not present in Remizov's work.
Remizov's story is a simple summary of the two chapters “The Lion and the Cow”
and “Investigating the Work of Demneh,” and a brief prologue before the start of
the story refers to the adventures of the physician Borzouyeh.

In addition to the introductory part of the story, other aspects of similarity
between these two works include the same content and theme, the use of literary
devices, corresponding main characters, contrasting heroes and anti-heroes, the
omniscient perspective of the wise fox and the interpersonal conflicts in both works.
The volume of the story, text structure, use of verses in one and omission of verses
in the other, language and tone, minor changes in the aging of the story, sequence
of events, the multitude of characters and their naming, dialogues between
characters, actions of some characters, scenes and settings of the story, and finally,
the endings of the stories are among the points of divergence between the two
works. Additionally, the analysis indicates that Remizov used both the Slavic
translation and sometimes the Arabic translation of “Kalila and Dimna” in writing
his story. Remizov, relying on the tradition of literary adaptation and returning to
the ancient Russian literary works and their re-creations, seeks to break down the
boundaries between the distant past and his own time, aiming to acquire new
meanings from these works that appeal to the modern human taste and illuminate
their path in life. This is the most significant characteristic of Aleksey Remizov's
works, a writer of the twentieth century, which doubles the importance of his
adaptations of ancient Russian literary works. Despite boldly incorporating
contemporary truths and events, Remizov's meticulous reflection of the accurate
and complete realities of ancient times in the story “Two Creatures Ikhnilat” has
not been hindered in any way.
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