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The "lllustrated Atlas of Pathology of Historical-Cultural Textiles" by Fatemeh
Alimirzaei and Shahrzad Aminshirazi is specially designed for conservators,
restorers, students, museum curators, and collectors handling different categories of
textiles. The book is divided into three chapters, addressing the pathology of historical
textiles from three perspectives: physical-mechanical, chemical, and photochemical.
However, the distinction of photochemical from chemical is rejected as unjustified
since photochemical reactions are a subtype of chemical reactions induced by photons.
A more suitable third type could be biological effects, which involve harm inflicted
with the help of living organisms, including microbes, rodents, and insects.

The book is described as a manual aimed at presenting definitions and terms in textile
pathology; in a similar fashion. It is not an educational book but more of a reference
book where one can look for specific types of damage pictures and find them. The
expertise of the authors is implied as they discuss that textile damage can be analyzed
at the fabric, yarn, and fiber level. The book deals with ethnographic textiles, which set
the tone for the types of textiles discussed within the book. The constant alphabetical
list of damages in Persian with their English translations also aids in easier searches

and continues the research based on English sources.

The section with illustrations presents photographic pictures of possible damage types
and concise descriptions of the damage, aiding in the identification of damages in
studied textiles. Further research should include general damage images accompanied
by microscopic images as indicated in the book. Lastly, the book emphasizes that
understanding the pathology is extremely important and significant for the conservation
and restoration of historic textiles. It looks forward to further studies on technology,
specific pathologies, and the applied conservation of historic-culture textiles.
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