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Animals have played an important role in armed conflicts since
ancient times. Transporting supplies, soldiers and military and
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medical equipment, searching for wounded soldiers, damaging
enemy positions, especially by detonating bombs attached to animals
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or their carcasses, are among the most important forms of using
animals in conflict. Considering the increase in the use of animals,
especially dolphins, by states to achieve military objectives in armed
conflicts, it is necessary to know the standards and support
frameworks regarding them. Therefore, this article, based on a
descriptive-analytical method, answers the question, what approach
has international humanitarian law adopted in this regard? This
article concludes that due to the lack of specific rules in international
humanitarian law on the ban on the use of animals as military
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purposes, it must be referred to the general humanitarian rules
especially the articles of the first additional protocol to the Geneva
conventions of 1949 to explain the legal system of the subject. By
considering animals as a part of the environment and placing them in
the category of special and protected objects under Article 54 of the
said protocol, A support system can be considered for them. Of
course, due to the special situation of animals compared to the
human, the implementation of the principles of humanitarian rights,
such as separation, proportionality, precautions in attack is faced

with complications and ambiguities.
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1. Military Animals
2. Soldier Animal
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1. Natural environment

2. livestock

3. Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and Relating to the Protection
of Victims of International Armed Conflicts (Protocol I)
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1. Military objectives

2. Objects indispensable

1. Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and Relating to the Protection
of Victims of Non-International Armed Conflicts (Protocol 1), 1977.
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1. Medical transports
2. Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition of the Wounded and Sick in Armed
Forces in the Field (First Geneva Convention), 1949.
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See e.g.: The 1935 International Convention Concerning the Transit of Animals (Art.5), The 1950
Convention for the Protection of Birds (Art.5), The 1976 European Convention for the Protection
of Animals Kept for Farming Purposes (Art.6), The 1979 European Convention for the Protection
of Animals for Slaughter (arts.7, 12, 32).

2. Protocol 1l on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Mines, Booby-Traps and Other Devices
(Protocol 1) of 10 October 1980 (as amended on 3 May 1996) annexed to the Convention on
Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons Which May Be Deemed
Excessively Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate Effects of 10 October 1980, Art. 6(1) (b) (x).
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1. Combatant

2. Armed forces

3. Belligerent

4. US Canine Members of the Armed Forces Act
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2. Universal declaration of animal rights, 1978.
3. Civilian
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1. A civilian is any person
2. Prisoner of War
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1. Principle of Proportionality
2. Principle of Precautions in Attack
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