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Criminal approaches, stemming from social discrimination and injustice, highlight social inequality as
a key driver of crime.. They suggest that crime in lower classes is more linked to criminogenic
structures than individual dangerousness. This research uses Fiske’s semiotic method to analyze the
relationship between crime and social inequality in the film “Snowpiercer”. The method operates at
three levels: representation, reality, and ideology. The representation level uses various cinematic
techniques to depict class disparity. The reality level portrays social stratification in capitalist societies
and suggests that social inequality can lead to crime and potentially rebellion. The ideology level
emphasizes class conflict and criticizes capitalism, using a carriage as a metaphor for social classes.
The film’s ending reflects the failure of the proletarian revolution.
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1. Introduction

Nowadays, growth of capitalist societies, focusing on political economy, and individuals’ risk
tolerance/ propensity for crime, has challenged traditional crime explanations. Over recent decades, a
critical perspective on crime has supplanted the traditional/positivist/mainstream paradigm,
transforming existing crime assumptions. Critical criminologists primarily oppose the mainstream
approach because it affirms the positivist explanation of crime, viewing delinquency as a result of
individual or social pathology (Arrigo, 2019: 78). In contrast, critical criminology seeks the roots of
crime in class, race, and ethnic inequality (Dekeseredy, 2023: 28).

According to critical criminologists, upper classes define norms and deviance to align with their
interests. Therefore, crime or criminal behavior represents the conflict between the social, economic,
and political interests of various social groups (Black, 2014: 2), reflecting power relations in the
criminalization process (White, 2015: 11). In this context, the government and economy, which create
wealth, power, and authority inequalities, should be considered in criminological analyses (Taylor et
al., 1973: 43) because the government criminalizes the behavior of the underprivileged class through
its means (Zare Mahdavi and Danesh Nari, 2015: 92). Thus, the concept of social inequality and class
is crucial in criminology.

Given the importance of social inequality and its role in criminality, this research aims to use critical
criminology approaches to explain and evaluate the concept of “social inequality” by Using
gualitative methods. In qualitative studies, research samples are selected based on data related to the
research topic. Consequently, the movie “Snowpiercer” was chosen as the research sample due to its
strong correlation with the concepts of social inequality and crime.

“Snowpiercer” portrays a scenario where failed climate change experiments have resulted in life
extinction by snow and ice, with unbearable cold engulfing the entire planet. The only survivors are
the passengers of a non-stop train. The train’s owner and builder, Wilford, resides in the first
car/carriage - where the sacred engine is located - and governs all the inhabitants. However, the last
wagon, symbolizing the lower class, is a place of discrimination and inequality. As a result, Curtis, the
film’s protagonist, instigates a rebellion against the ruling class under the influence of his spiritual
leader, Gilliam.

The primary reason for selecting this film is its eloquence in articulating the fundamental concepts of
critical criminology, such as inequality, stratification, class, and crime. Using metaphorical language
and visual and linguistic signs, the film illustrates class inequality and conflict between different
social classes. Given the presence of numerous symbols and subtle meanings in “Snowpiercer,” the
semiotic method is employed to examine the relationship between social inequality and crime in this
work.

Therefore, the main goal of this research is to analyze the repercussions of the class system and the
role of social inequality in crime commission, realized through the interpretation of the symbols used
in the movie “Snowpiercer.”

2. Methodology

This article studies describes, analyzes, and evaluates the legislative and judicial criminal policy of
these two countries regarding the behaviors related to alcoholic drinks. In this regard, using a
descriptive-analytical method based on data review and studying library resources, including
documents and laws, after examining the description of related behaviors and response and
sentencing, it deals with effective policies in these two categories.

3. Results and Discussion

Drawing upon the theoretical foundations presented, this section employs John Fiske’s semiotic
method to decode and analyze the content of various signs. These signs encompass sequences,
dialogues, images, and more. The analysis is conducted across three distinct levels: representation
(technical), reality (social), and ideology.

Technical Codes: The director illustrates the class disparity between the upper and lower classes
through the use of camera movements and lighting. As the camera transitions from the end of the train
to the beginning, the scene’s elements undergo a dramatic transformation. The upper class enjoys all
the comforts the train has to offer, while the lower class lives in darkness and deprivation. These stark
contrasts effectively highlight the train’s social stratification system.
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Social Codes: The film employs various elements, such as costume design, face painting, dialogues,
and actions, to depict the intensity of class conflict among the train’s passengers. This conflict has
sparked numerous riots, with the latest rebellion led by Curtis and Gilliam. Despite the government’s
strong suppression, the truth emerges at the film’s end. All these power struggles were orchestrated to
decrease the train’s population, thereby facilitating easier rule and aligning with Wilford’s personal
plans.

Ideological Codes: Curtis and his friends’ revolution from the most deprived train car serves as a
metaphor for the lower class’s proletarian revolution. However, attempts to alter power dynamics are
invariably linked with criminal activity. In this context, Curtis and his comrades commit various
crimes to further their revolution. The pressure theory, used in analyzing the lower class’s crimes,
underscores the notion that individuals are not inherently deviant. Instead, they resort to crime due to
the pressure stemming from unfulfilled hopes and dreams (Adabi, 2017: 257).

4. Conclusions

When class conflict intensifies and access to legitimate resources becomes increasingly disparate
among societal members, a surge in crime rates within low-income classes is an expected outcome.
Traditional criminology approaches, which focus on the criminal’s physical, psychological, and social
conditions with a partial and objective perspective, are no longer compatible with today’s realities.
Contemporary theories suggest that in the moral judgment of crime, the finger of blame should first
point to the holders of power and wealth before the accused individual. Therefore, to combat crime in
society, it is more effective to employ structural-oriented strategies that address the root causes of
crime, rather than focusing solely on individual-oriented methods.
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