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At present, educational inequalities are one of the most important factors in the field
of educational planning, which has an important and decisive role in the development
of educational justice and the development of social justice. The aim of this study
was to investigate the level of development of educational indicators as a factor to
assess inequalities and achieve sustainable educational justice in the cities of
Mazandaran province. The method is descriptive-analytical which has been
performed by survey method.The required information was collected by reviewing
the relevant documents and using a questionnaire. The statistical population includes
all high school students in 22 cities of Mazandaran province in the academic year
2020-2021 (N = 21981).To select the sample, 924 people were selected from the
stratified sampling method with proportional assignment. Data analysis was
performed using (SPSS), (Excel) and (ArcGIS) software. Also, (TOPSIS) model,
Shannon entropy and F test were used. North Savadkuh (with a coefficient 0.995),
Simorgh (with a coefficient 0.685), Joybar (with a coefficient 0.354) in the highest
rank and Mahmoudabad (with a coefficient 0.0204), Amol (With a coefficient
0.0176) and Behshahr (with a coefficient 0.0121) have the weakest status in terms of
educational indicators (input, process and output) considered in this study.

Conclusion: According to the results, the cities of Mazandaran province are not at the
same level in terms of development of educational indicators and this province needs
to be reviewed in many programs to achieve sustainable education justice.
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Extended abstract
1. Introduction

By emphasis on inequality, individuals’ geographical location is one of main factors in studying and classifying
different educational indicators, because in many cases inequality related to equal educational opportunities is due to
limitations of individuals’ geographical location ( Sameri et al., 2015:106). Results of different studies show that
inequality in educational system is one of main concerns and challenges in regional development ( Poorsaeid et al.,
2012; Rahimi et al., 2016; Rahnemaei & Pourkhodadad, 2016; Maleki et al., 2014; Vaisinab et al., 2016). Decrease
in such inequality depends on appropriate distribution of resources and facilities in different regions and power of
educational system to create fundamental changes to reduce regional inequalities. Although removing educational
opportunities inequalities is difficult, it requires implementation of long-term plans by organizations and institutes.
Accepting this reality does not mean necessary measures should not be taken to improve equal educational
opportunities. The current study aimed at studying and analyzing educational indicators level as a factor for
evaluating inequalities to achieve stable educational equality in different regions in Mazandaran, Iran. The following
questions were investigated :

1. What is condition of counties of Mazandaran in terms of having individual-family indicators?
2. What is condition of counties of Mazandaran in terms of having regional development indicators?
3. What is condition of counties of Mazandaran in terms of having educational indicators?

2.  Method

This study is an analytical-descriptive research. It is a functional one. Documentary and field data were collected
using questionnaires. Population consists of students in 3™ grade of high school from 22 counties in Mazandaran in
2020-2021 ( N=21981). For determining and selecting the sample, stratified sampling was used and 924 students
were selected as sample. After extracting the sample size, the sample was determined based on each county
population of 3™ grade students. Next, in each county the final sample was determined randomly. Data were
collected in three sections: The first section was related to individual, social, and economic characteristics of studied
students’ families, the second and third sections consisted of questions about education indicators ( input, output,
process) and regional development indicators, respectively. For ranking studied cities and for weighting data,
TOPSIS model and Shannon’s Entropy and Analysis of Variance were utilized, respectively. It should be noted that
GIS software was used to investigate studied counties in terms of having studied indicators . SPSS, Excel, and
ArcGIS were used, too.

3. Results

Final results of TOPSIS model showed that among 22 cities in Mazandaran, Amol ( 0.966), Juybar (0.965),
Miandoroud (0.943) located in the highest rank, and Kelardasht (0.411), Chalus (0.269), Behshahr (0.03) located in
the lowest rank in terms of having individual-family indicators. In terms of input indicators extracted by TOPSIS
and using cluster analysis, studied students can be categorized in 5 levels. The results showed that studied students
in Behshahr, Amol, Mahmudabad, Neka, Abbas Abad, Chalus, Babolsar, Tonekabon, Babol, Nowshahr, Qaemshahr,
and Sari are deprived regions, and North Savadkuh is privileged region in terms of access to education.

Based on obtained results, it can be said that there is a difference ( inequality) among students of different counties
in Mazandaran in terms of input indicators.

4. Conclusion

The results indicated that among 22 studied counties, North Savadkuh (0.995), Simorgh (0.685), Juybar (0.354)
located in the highest rank in terms of having studied educational indicators, and Mahmudabad (0.0204), Amol
(0.0176), and Behshahr (0.0121) had the lowest access to educational facilities. Based on obtained results , it can be
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said that cities of Mazandaran are not in a same level in terms of educational indicators development. Most plans
should be reviewed to achieve stable educational equality.
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