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Abstract

Aim: The purpose of the present study was to analyze the interpretive structural model of factors
influencing the choice of a technical and vocational university.

Methodology: The research method, from the point of view of practical purpose and from the
point of view of methodology, is a case study, and in order to analyze the data, the interpretive
structural modeling technique was used to stratify the factors and categorize them. The statistical
population of the research was the presidents of technical and professional colleges, the presidents
of girls' campus faculties located in Tehran, the lecturers /faculty members of technical and
professional universities, from among them 12 people were selected purposefully from the type
of desirable cases. The data collection tool was a researcher-made self-interactive questionnaire.
In order to measure and evaluate the validity of the questionnaire, the criterion of content validity
was used. In this way, the questionnaire was first examined by experts in the field of higher and
technical and professional education, and after the amendments, the final factors were compiled.
Results: The results of the research showed that 9 factors are considered to be effective factors in
choosing a technical and professional branch, followed by a technical and professional university.
Also, the analysis of the data led to the leveling of the model into 7 levels. The seventh level of
the model is socio-economic factors, which was identified as the most effective factor. The sixth
level includes the labor market and the fifth level is the attitude of the family. Individual factors
and parents' education and background are considered as the fourth level of the model. In the third
level, there is the academic status and in the second level, there is the academic advisor. Finally,
from the perspective of the participants in the current research, peers and easier acceptance in
technical and professional field were introduced as the first level.

Conclusions and suggestions: Attention and importance given to the issue of skill training by
various institutions and organizations such as education and recruitment and hiring of competent
and responsible consultants can prevent the choice of field based on factors other than interest.
On a larger level; Creating a culture of the importance of equal value of disciplines at the
community level and not emphasizing the field of experimental sciences.

Innovation and originality: stratification of factors affecting the choice of technical and
professional fields and, accordingly, technical and vocational university
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Extended abstract

Introduction

Education is generally viewed as crucial for rapid economic growth, and essential if we wish to increase
the productivity of the poor by providing people with the skills they need to participate fully in the economy
and in society. In between the importance and role of technical and vocational education in the development
of societies has been debated for many years. Vocational education programs focus on the acquisition of
appropriate skills, abilities and competencies as necessary equipment for the individual to live in adapt to
the real work situation and contribute to the development of society. However, in Iran, it has not been
considered as a field of study. For this reason, the purpose of this study was to design a model of factors
affecting the selection of technical and vocational university with an interpretive structural Modeling
Identifying these factors can help education and higher education in the technical and vocational field to
encourage society to choose this field.

Method

The research method was case study and in order to analyze the data, interpretive structural modeling
technique was used to level the factors and classify them. The participants of the study consisted of the
heads of technical and vocational colleges, the heads of the faculties of the girls' colleges in Tehran, and
the teachers of technical and vocational universities that 12 participants were selected as research sample
based on purposeful sampling. The data collection tool was a researcher-made self-interactive
questionnaire. To assess the validity of the questionnaire, a content validity criterion was used. The
questionnaire was originally reviewed by experts of the field of Higher education and technical and
vocational and after the final amendments were finalized.

Results

The results showed that 9 factors are considered as effective factors in selecting the technical and vocational
branch, followed by the technical and vocational university. Also, the analysis of the data led to the leveling
of the model to7 levels. The seventh level was the model of socio-economic factors that was identified as
the most influential factor. The sixth level includes the labor market and the fifth level is the family attitude.
Individual factors and parents' education and background are considered as the fourth level of the model.
At the third level is the educational status and at the second level is the educational consultant. Finally,
from the perspective of the participants in the present study, peers and easier acceptance in technical and
vocational fields were introduced as the first level.

Discussion

According to results, it has necessitated fundamental reforms in the whole system of vocational education.
Given the value and importance of technical skills and skill work required by society, the perspective
created at the community level should be changed in order for technical and vocational education to reach
its true place. Since families and their situation is an important factor in choosing a technical and vocational
university, with trainings and explanations of the educational system, a clear vision of the technical and
vocational branch and the presence of their children in the technical and vocational university can be
created.

Funding :There is no funding support
Conflict of interest: Authors declared no conflict of interest
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