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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research is to identify the approaches to selecting the
topic and preparing the proposal in the doctoral dissertation and comparing
it between the students of the three departments of humanities, technology
and engineering and basic sciences of the University of Isfahan, in the
current and desired situation.The research approach is a combination of
sequential exploratory type. In the qualitative section, using semi-structured
interviews with 27 managers, deputies and faculty members, data were
collected by purposive sampling method. Findings were used to identify
subject selection approaches and to construct quantitative tools.In the
quantitative part of the questionnaire, 12 researcher-made questions with a
5-point scale were administered to doctoral students in three experimental
groups of humanities, engineering and basic sciences by stratified random
sampling method with a volume of between 95 people. Qualitative findings
were analyzed under three general headings of basic themes (20 themes
including examples and key points in each organizing theme), organizing
(four approaches in topic selection and three approaches in proposing) and
comprehensive (approach of selecting and proposing propositions). The
results in the quantitative section showed that despite the greater application
of the teacher-centered approach in the current situation, students tend to
more practical approaches such as paying attention to the research priorities
of organizations. The results of post hoc tests indicate the difference
between the groups of basic and technical sciences and engineering with
the humanities in this field. In the discussion of the proposed formulation,
among the three approaches of teacher-centered, student-centered and
organizational, the student-centered approach is more widely used and
popular than other approaches; It was especially among the humanities
group compared to other groups.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Given the national need for scientific research and the state of student research; Especially in doctoral programs in
scientific productions, the need to pay attention to doctoral dissertations is identified as a large capacity. Compiling a
good doctoral dissertation and achieving the student's personal and scientific goals will make the university successful
in training human resources and scientific products and the country in achieving sustainable development. The doctoral
dissertation can be examined from different aspects. One of these aspects is paying attention to the topic selection
approach and formulating the proposal in the dissertation. Therefore, in this research, while identifying the existing
approaches in choosing the topic of the dissertation in the doctoral program, we should compare the existing and desirable
methods of selecting the topic and writing a research project as initial steps in the dissertation among doctoral students
in humanities, engineering and basic sciences.

Methods

The research approach is a combination of sequential exploratory type. A combination of qualitative and
quantitative methods was used to conduct different parts of this study in proportion.

Qualitative approach: The method of qualitative research in this research is descriptive phenomenology. The
present study was conducted at the University of Isfahan. The purposeful sampling method was a chain for collecting
information from semi-structured interviews with 27 prominent researchers, group managers and experienced
professors in research methodology. The data validation method was the review of interviews by participants as well as
the review of 10 faculty members specialized in this field. Findings are based on themes into three categories: 1- Basic
themes, 2- Organizing themes and 3- Comprehensive themes Classified.

Quantitative method: The research method was quantitative field research. The statistical population included
doctoral students in three educational groups from 93 and 94 to 111, which according to Morgan table, the sample size
was 86 people. To compare groups in statistical tests and add validity to data, a questionnaire was randomly administered
to 95 PhD students, most of whom were writing their dissertations or graduating. In the sampling method, stratified
random ratio was used and a researcher-made questionnaire was administered to final year students and doctoral
graduates in various fields (humanities, engineering and basic sciences). Quantitative data analysis was performed using
SPSS software at the level of descriptive and inferential statistics.

Results

Qualitative findings were analyzed under three general headings of basic themes (20 themes including examples and
key points in each organizing theme), organizing (four approaches in topic selection and three approaches in proposing)
and comprehensive (approach of selecting topic and proposing). . The results in the quantitative section showed that
despite the greater application of the teacher-centered approach in the current situation, students tend to more practical
approaches such as paying attention to the research priorities of organizations. The results of post hoc tests indicate the
difference between the groups of basic and technical sciences and engineering with the humanities in this field. In the
discussion of the proposed formulation, among the three approaches of teacher-centered, student-centered and
organizational, the student-centered approach is more widely used and popular than other approaches; It was especially
among the humanities group compared to other groups.

Conclusion
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Examining the relatively significant differences in the current and favorable status of some approaches; Especially in
determining the issue with the aim of solving the country's problems and on the other hand, the organizational approach
in preparing the proposal, indicates a new need in students for scientific dynamics to solve problems at the macro level,
which requires an organized mechanism by relevant university administrators. . According to the findings, the purpose
of writing a dissertation is not to complete the course and get a degree; Rather, they prefer to choose a topic and goal for
their research that is purposeful and uses the results to address existing needs. In this regard, the university in any
experimental group tailored to organizational needs can provide the basis for cooperation between student research and
organizational priorities. The important point is that the nature of all disciplines; The humanities in particular will not
necessarily require organizational priorities; Because these disciplines meet human and social needs at the macro level.
Hence, small-scale projects will not go far enough to do major work at the national level. Lack of relevant research and
lack of attention to this issue was one of the factors causing limitations and therefore spending a lot of time to prepare
appropriate measurement tools in the research.
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