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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The structure of Kerman's rural economy depends on agriculture and animal husbandry. However, today,
the decrease in the ability of agriculture to generate sufficient income in the region due to climatic
fluctuations in recent years, such as drought and frost, increased pressure on essential environmental
resources, etc., has caused the villagers to look for alternative economic strategies and new sources of
income to diversify be their local economy. That ecotourism will be a suitable option to solve this problem.
The existence of ecotourism attractions and the traditions and customs of the local people have made
Kerman city one of the centers of interest for foreign and domestic tourists and can play an effective role
in empowering the economy of the city's villagers. Therefore, considering the role of development of
tourism activities and the position of ecotourism in the development of rural areas, as well as the effects of
such residences on the local community and their role and position in improving people's living conditions
and the sustainable development of tourism, in this research, Kerman city has been tried to According to
the many possibilities and attractions of ecotourism as a region to be studied. In this regard, while
investigating the views and attitudes of the villagers towards tourism activities and also studying the effects
of creating ecotourism residences in the sustainable development of tourism through field studies in the
Kerman region, it deals with the effects of the development of ecotourism in empowering the economy of
the villagers of this city. Is the development of ecotourism effective in the economic empowerment of the
villagers in the study area?

2. Materials and Methods

The current research is practical in terms of its purpose, nature, and method; it is descriptive-analytical
research. Data collection is a combination of library and survey methods. Analysis method; structural
equation modeling with the variance-based approach or partial least squares approach is the second
generation of structural equation methods. The questionnaire consists of 11 questions and 37 components
in economic, security, environmental, management, and socio-cultural fields, as well as 206 variables.
Statistical society is the residents of the rural areas of Kerman with a population of 106,525; using Cochran's
formula, a total of 380 samples were randomly selected from 521 inhabited villages, special tourist spots,
and ecotourism residences. Cronbach's alpha of all variables is more significant than 0.7, so the reliability
of all variables is confirmed. The average variance extracted (AVE) amount is always higher than 0.5, so
the convergent validity is also confirmed.

3. Results and Discussion

The results showed that the effects of ecotourism in economic-social fields are evaluated positively in terms
of various indicators and components. The factor loading for the variables of types of employment, variety
of employment, women's employment, business status and its development opportunities, and innovation
and entrepreneurship indicators is between 0.6 and 0.8, which shows the high capability and high
correlation value of the hidden and observed variables. The amount of factor loading for the variables of
providing a supply chain platform in the village, having a license and operating permit, overcoming
economic obstacles, and self-reliance is between 70 and 80 percent and shows a high correlation between
the development of ecotourism and the improvement of the development components of villages in the
region and these variables have a high factor loading. Other variables of economic empowerment have a
coefficient between 50 and 40 percent. In general, the development of ecotourism has had a high impact on
the economic empowerment indicators of the region. Therefore, it can be said that the development of
ecotourism has had a relatively high impact on the economic empowerment of the region. Most of the
economic indicators related to small businesses are between 0.6 and 0.7 in terms of factor loading, and
according to the structural equation model, the effects of the indicators are mainly between 0.4 and 0.7 in
terms of significance; all components have a t-value higher than 1.96 and their significance and positive
effects were confirmed. The effect of ecotourism on the overall economic component was equal to 0.717,
which shows relatively high effects. The value of t for all indicators of the business component is higher
than 1.96, and the results are significant. Also, the index of the effects of ecotourism on business component
indices is between 0.6 and 0.7 and shows relatively high effects of ecotourism on businesses.

4. Conclusions

The effects of ecotourism on indicators of income, livelihood, general well-being, cost of living, local
products, and factors of this type in the region have been relatively high. Therefore, ecotourism
development can be considered effective, at least in the economic growth sector. However, other
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components, such as social empowerment, have indicated limited effects. Since most of the economic
indicators are between 0.6 and 0.7 in terms of factor loading and in terms of the effects of the structural
equation model, the effects of the indicators are mainly between 0.4 and 0.7, and in terms of significance,
all components had a t-value higher than 1.96 and their significance and positive effects were confirmed.
On the other hand, considering that the model's overall fit (GOF criterion) is equal to 0.483, it can be said
that the model's overall fit is suitable. Based on this, since the effect of ecotourism on the overall economic
component is equal to 0.484, it shows relatively high effects. Therefore, it can be stated that the
development of ecotourism will significantly accelerate the economic development of the villagers.
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