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1. There is no science which having attained the positive stage, does not bear marks of having passed
through the others. (Comte, 1896: 1 /28)

2. ... our most advanced sciences still bear very evident marks of the two earlier periods through
which they have passed. (Ibid: 1/29)

3. Our real business is to analyze accurately the circumstances of phenomena and to connect them by
the natural relations of succession and resemblance. (Ibid: 1 /31)

4. ... each branch of our knowledge - passes successively through three different theoretical conditions:
the theological, or fictitious; the metaphysical or abstract and the scientific or positive. (Ibid: 1/27)

5. Now each of us is aware if he looks back upon his own history that he was a theologian in his
childhood a metaphysician in his youth and a natural philosopher in his manhood. All men who are
up to their age can reify this for themselves. (Ibid: 1/29)

6. The progress of the individual mind is not only an illustration but an indirect evidence of that of the
general mind. (Ibid)
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1. Thus between the necessity of observing facts in order to form theory and having a theory in order
to observe facts the human mind would have been entangled in a vicious circle, but for the natural
opening afforded by theological conception. (Ibid: 1 /29)
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1. The law is this: - that each of our leading conception - each branch of our knowledge - passes
successively through three different theoretical conditions: the theological, or fictitious; the
metaphysical or abstract and the scientific or positive. (Comte, 1896: 1/27)
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1. For further information see:
https://bigthink.com/paul_ratner/which world religion will dominate in the future
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