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Abstract

The purpose of the present study was to analyze the policy-making situation in educational sports for
persons with disabilities. This research was applied in terms of purpose and of the qualitative research
type, which was conducted through content analysis and theme analysis. In the content analysis
section, the rules and regulations related to educational sports were examined, and the statistical
population included the officials of the exceptional education organization, the officials of student
sports and university sports, sports specialists for children with disabilities, experts in the area of
sports management and sports champions with disabilities. Data collection in the content analysis
was done through documents and library studies, and in the thematic analysis section, the data were
gathered by depth semi-structured interviews. The researchers reached theoretical saturation after
conducting 12 interviews, but to increase the confidence factor, 3 more interviews were conducted (n
=15). The findings showed that several factors have effect on policy-making in this sector, including
legislative, executive, economic, social-cultural, media and structural factors. Therefore, in order to
get out of the current situation and improve the situation of educational sports for persons with
disabilities, in the first step, the laws and regulations should be revised and the main guardian of
educational sports should be identified. Then, according to the population of students with disabilities,
funds should be allocated for their educational sports, and in the part of executive and management,
qualified sports people with disabilities should be used as much as possible.
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Extended Abstract

Background and Purpose

One of the most important axes of sports is educational sports, and the process of developing sports
begins with educational sports (Shahouli Koohshur et al., 2022). Student sports and physical
education in schools are among the oldest official sports organizations in the country and even though
about a hundred years have passed since its official beginning, it is still associated with many
problems and maybe this is the reason why it has not yet been considered as a strong support for
championship sports (Samei & et al, 2020). Considering that educational sports have different
functions in terms of physical (Canas & et al, 2021), psychological (Cossio & et al, 2021), social
(Hills & et al, 2015) and cultural (Wright & et al, 2016) aspects and are very effective on the health
and socioeconomic status of adults, its expansion is necessary in every society. In the case of persons
with disabilities, the importance of educational sports is greater, because they are facing limited
movement due to their special physical conditions and sport helps in the process of solving problems
related to their social adaptation. Therefore, policy-making in the field of educational sports for
persons with disabilities has become one of the most important priorities of human societies, and Iran
has not been an exception to this rule. Hence, the purpose of the present study is to analyze the state
of policy-making in educational sports for persons with disabilities.

Materials and Methods

The present study was applied in terms of purpose and qualitative research using methods of content
analysis and theme analysis. In the content analysis, the inclusion criterion was the relevance of laws
to educational sports, sports for the disabled and guardians of educational sports and educational
affairs of persons with disabilities, from which 4 laws and 3 constitutions were selected and analyzed.
In the thematic analysis, the research sample was selected through snowball sampling technique.
After each interview, the interviewee was asked to introduce another opinionated person to conduct
the interview. In the content analysis, the data was collected through documents and library studies,
and the relevant laws and regulations were found and analyzed through Internet searches. In the
thematic analysis, the data collection tool was a semi-structured in-depth interview. In conducting
interviews, the researchers reached theoretical saturation after conducting 12 interviews, but to
increase the confidence factor, 3 more interviews were conducted and analyzed. In order to ensure
the accuracy of the recorded information and to avoid biases and personal opinions and to determine
the agreement coefficient between the coders, axial coding of 30% of the interviews was done by
three coders and by using the Scott test, the agreement coefficient between the coders was 90%. After
that, the other interviews were coded by a coder using MAXQDA version 10 software.

Findings

The findings showed that several factors have an effect on policy making in this sector, including
legislative factors (such as lack of effective laws and appropriate executive regulations in the field of
educational sports and sports for persons with disabilities), executive factors (such as separating
students with disabilities from other students and sending them to exceptional schools), economic
factors (Such as decrease in the student sports budget and the inadequacy of the student sports budget
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considering the student population), management factors (such as management of educational sports
for persons with disabilities by non-disabled and non-sports persons), social-cultural factors (such as
insufficient awareness of parents about the positive effect of educational sports on promoting the
functional independence of children with disabilities), media factors (such as lack of appropriate
place for educational sports in the media) and structural factors (such as lack of place for educational
sports and sports for persons with disabilities in the structure of the Ministry of Sports and Youth).

Economic
factors

Figure 1- Factors affecting the state of policy making in educational sports for persons with disabilities

Conclusion

The purpose of the present study was to analyze the policy-making situation in educational sports for
persons with disabilities in Iran. The study’s findings show that the policies carried out have weak
points and apparently are not in a favorable situation. Therefore, in order to get out of the current
situation, it is suggested that in the first step, the laws and regulations are revised and the main
guardian of educational sports and the limits of its powers are determined. Further, in the matter of
adapting sports facilities for the presence and use of persons with disabilities, the conditions of all
groups with disabilities should be taken into consideration and not only focused on one group of
disabled persons. Given the law on the objectives, duties and powers of the ministries and agencies
in charge of educational affairs, sports should be considered as a part of the education system. After
that, culture making should take place in the field of inclusive education, inclusive sports and
inclusive society, and the media can play an effective role in this field.

Keyword: School Sports, Inclusive Education, Inclusive Sports, Disabled.
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Figure 1- The stages of research
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Tablel- Demographic characteristics of participants in the research
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Table 2- The main and secondary themes related to the state of policy making in educational sports
for people with disabilities
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Table 2- The main and secondary themes related to the state of policy making in educational sports
for people with disabilities

9 o#lgd wlwlp uolido 4 bgypo Slxpdy boas lgl8
eadiplail glasnolac g o, jho koS &be  Frequency o = poliae kel (molae
Explanations related to the themes  goyrce of code: repetition  Secondary theme:  Main themes
based on the laws and regulations of codes
and interviews conducted
5 ol cans
orazd bl ojlde (5559 ledae LI M‘*’gii‘:
0975 5 Sudslan (Sl S (8555 a3 Y u:_)ir) ™
5l5e (55l 50 5 23,105 1 031l a4y b500] A7, A8, A9, A = ]u"l)
5 elidioly, oand, earillE s 5l 5 A10, A1l i :ﬂ’*
ool (el 50 5359 el Dlsredy (S psle éf;),;)'%
S5t ool Sls 30l sl
slte l3sel 2l gl Slilas (6,55 o
Sley Bl 51 3Y olas Lages (gl
Joe )3 il sl g y9a> 5 )15 2
(onl podle 0gd sod odnionil Al (5135 10 s Co i
Sy eslsbee Bl slres S 5l il AL0, AL . Slibas 5155 2
Sguzme (Sloj o3l )3 5 (oB))9 4D Wiz 58 59, Al2, Al3 ool Olisel s
SG A5 ek S oo <o) Gloyes Hoba b
Sgud 00ld S Ll Al w50 Sl Sae 0,8
ol 6l (slonl Lysas el o ol oyl a8
B3l Sl 4 551 ol el aSl sl anslas

oo 5L |y Sedslan gl L3 i (555 50 (6ol el Candg 1 A3 Lolss w50 oylad IS5

Yy Q)LM:J N 099 NF.Y ).&JL!" 6‘50.0)-? L’d))g )° Ms}: aollad



Ol)ed g 5L ,2U YYA

Cadglro 51y1s 3181 (w5 55359 59 (51N Cawlw Caridg p IO 5T Jolge Y S
Figure 2- Factors affecting the state of policymaking in educational sports for people with disabilities
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