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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to develop an interpretive structural model for the development of traditional
sports and indigenous and local games. With regard to the main purpose, the research method was qualitative.
The statistical population of this study includes experts in sport management and traditional sports. Using
purposive sampling and theoretical saturation techniques, key informants (including 14 experts) were selected
to identify the framework of the model. Through semi-structured interviews (with focus groups), the
components and factors for development of traditional sports and indigenous and local games were identified.
Then, interpretive structural modeling was also used as one of the consensus methods. The results showed that
42 concept codes in the form of 8 categories are effective on the development of traditional sports and
indigenous and local games. In addition, by interpretive structural analysis, it was found that the development
model of traditional sports and indigenous and local games consists of seven levels, which holding competitions
and infrastructure factors places in the first level, and factors of organizational cooperation, management,
manpower, education, media and financial resources were ranked second to seventh, respectively. Therefore, it
is suggested that the identified indicators based on the research model be considered by the country's sports
officials to develop traditional sports and indigenous and local games in the country.

Keywords: Indigenous and Local Games, Traditional Sports, Traditional Games, Ancient Sports.

* Corresponding Author: Shahab Bahrami, Tel: 09188324059,
E-mail: bahramishahab914@gmail.com, https://orcid.org/ 0000-0002-6268-5012

Copyright: © 2023 by the authors. Submitted for possible open access publication under the
terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY) license
(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).


mailto:bahramishahab914@gmail.com
https://orcid.org/%200000-0002-3066-4858
0000-0002-6268-5012

Developing an Interpretive Structural Model for the... 18

Extended Abstract

Background and Purpose

Numerous historical evidences such as historical books, inscriptions, paintings on clay tools,
discovered sports tools, etc. indicate the existence of games and sports and the holding of sports events
in different civilizations such as Greece, Iran, China, India and Egypt. Iran has a long history of
traditional games and sports. Among the important traditional games and sports of Iran that are still
very popular, we can mention zurkhaneh, polo, zoo and etc. Although at present, traditional games
and sports do not have the value and credibility of the past due to some barriers, but these games and
sports still have their own fans. Various studies have pointed to some of these barriers. For example,
Joshaghani (2018, 35) stated that due to the existence of computer games and changes in people's
lifestyles, local games have been gradually forgotten. Because of the importance of the development
of traditional sports and indigenous and local games, the purpose of this study was to develop an
interpretive structural model for the development of traditional sports and indigenous and local
games.

Materials and Methods

With regard to the main purpose, the research method was qualitative (i.e., grounded theory). The
statistical population of this study includes experts in sport management and traditional sports. Using
purposive sampling and theoretical saturation techniques, key informants (including 14 experts in
sports management and traditional sports) were selected to identify the framework of the development
model of traditional sports and indigenous games. Through semi-structured interviews (with focus
groups), the components and factors for development of traditional sports and indigenous and local
games were identified. Then, interpretive structural modeling was also used as one of the consensus
methods. This method is one of the suitable methods for analyzing the effect of one element on other
elements and examines the order and direction of complex relationships between the elements of a
system. In other words, it is the means by which the group can overcome the complexity between the
elements. Finally, using qualitative content analysis, the findings were summarized, categorized and
concluded to extract the final list of components, criteria and indicators for the development of
traditional sports and indigenous and local games.

Results

The descriptive results of the study showed that the samples included 86.7% male and 13.3% female.
Also, all research samples had MA and PhD degrees. 66.7% of the samples were between 41 and 60
years old and 33.3% were more than 61 years old. Based on work experience, 86.7% had more than
15 years and 13.3% had 11 to 15 years of experience. The results showed that 42 concept codes in
the form of 8 categories are effective on the development of traditional sports and indigenous and
local games. Moreover, by interpretive structural analysis, it was found that the development model
of traditional sports and indigenous and local games consists of seven levels, which the first level
includes holding competitions and infrastructure factors, while factors of organizational cooperation,
management, manpower, education, media and financial resources were ranked second to seventh,
respectively. As well, the factors of holding competitions, management and infrastructure exist in the
dependent region, the factors of manpower, media, financial and educational resources place in the
influential region and the factor of cooperation of organizations is present in the autonomous region.
Discussion: In general, according to the study’s results, it should be stated that the Ministry of Sports
and Youth is the main trustee of traditional games and sports, which should pay special attention to
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these games and sports. In this direction, the Ministry of Sports and Youth can use the hardware and
software facilities of other organizations and, in cooperation with these organizations, take steps to
develop traditional games and sports. One of the most important factors influencing the development
of traditional games and sports (level seven) was funding. Fortunately, as Palm (2005) points out,
traditional games and sports do not require special facilities and equipment, so the development of
these games and sports does not require much effort to provide funding and with the efforts of
organizations related to the Ministry of Sports and Youth are easily applicable. Therefore, it is
suggested that the identified indicators based on the research model be considered by the country's
sports officials to develop traditional sports and indigenous and local games in the country.

Keywords: Indigenous and Local Games, Traditional Sports, Traditional Games, Ancient Sports.
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. 7 5 4 6 3 1 2 4 ey 2,08
Dependence power
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Table 3- Determining the level of factors (first level)

o S o 4 gocxo S asgozeo (il acgozxo Jolge
Level Intersection set Antecedent set Reachability set factors
1 1-2-3-4 1-5-6-7-8 1
1-2 1-2-3 1-2-4-5-6-7-8 2
3 3 1-2-3-4-5-7-8 3
4 2-3-4 1-4-5-7-8 4
1 5 1-2-3-4-5-6 5 5
6 1-2-6-7 5-6-8 6
7 1-2-3-4-7 6-7-8 7
1 8 1-2-3-4-6-7-8 8 8
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Table 4- Determining the second to seventh levels of the identified factors

T S inn A4S goxo Sy 4 gocxo Hlswd dc gozxo Jolge Tk
Level Intersection set Antecedent set Reachability set  factors Levels
1 1-2-3-4 1-6-7 1
1-2 1-2-3 1-2-4-6-7 2
3 3 1-2-3-4-7 3 el
4 2-3-4 1-4-7 4 Second level
2 6 1-2-6-7 6 6
7 1-2-3-4-7 6-7 7
1 1-2-3-4 1-7 1
1-2 1-2-3 1-2-4-7 2 e
o
3 3 1-2-3-4-1 3 Third level
4 2-3-4 1-4-7 4
3 7 1-2-3-4-7 7 7
4 1 1-2-3-4 1 1
1-2 1-2-3 1-2-4 2 ool gl
3 3 1-2-3-4 3 Fourth level
4 2-3-4 1-4 4
1 2-3 2-4 2 s
3 3 2-3-4 3 Fifth level
5 4 2-3-4 4 4
6 1 2-3 2 2 i s
3 3 2-3 3 Sixth level
7 3 3 3 3 e gl
Seventh level
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Figure 2- Driving power and dependence power
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