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Introduction: The purpose of research was Compilation of a comprehensive model
of tourism nostalgia for tourism in Golestan province based on Turkmen
International Horse Festival and and international Sofian's traditional hours festival.

Methods: The research was exploratory mixed method. In qualitative phase, with
snowball sampling, 20 research-related experts and in a quantitative phase, 350
active sports tourists, experts from travel agencies, marketers, owners, coaches,
media representatives and operational managers of spring course organizers and
Sofians traditional hours festival in the research were selected. The research
instrument was a researcher-made questionnaire including two dimensions of human
potential and natural potential in the form of 8 subscales. After confirmation of good
fit index of the model (Fornell and Larker triple indices), data were analyzed using
Smart PLS and SPSS Software.

Results: Factor analysis of data showed that in the dimension of human potentials,
two factors of infrastructure and socio-cultural component and in the dimension of
natural-sports potentials, the factor of environmental attractions and the factor of
environmental management have a high impact on horse tourism development.

Conclusion: Managers and institutions in charge of horse tourism in Golestan
province can develop services provided in horse riding complexes, such as creating
equestrian experience for tourists, Also, with consider to the cultural commonalities
of local residents with domestic and foreign tourists and the construction of
amusement parks and paying attention to the indicators of green tourism and
environmentally friendly tourism make Golestan province the center of horse tourism
in the country.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Heritage sporting events as a symbol and common
heritage between the old generation and the current
generation, which has emerged through the connection of
sports and cultural values of societies, have depicted a
new face of the sports tourism industry which has a
potential capacity in attracting international sources of
income in the form of local and traditional sports
festivals. The Turkmen horse festival in Golestan
province is considered as one of the cultural heritages of
the residents of this region, which attracts many tourists
with holding the international horse festival. Therefore,
the purpose of research was compilation of a
comprehensive model of tourism nostalgia for tourism in
Golestan province based on Turkmen International horse
festival.

Methods

The research was sequential-Exploratory mixed method
type. In qualitative phase, with snowball sampling, 20
hours industry experts Including active non-native sports
tourists, horse breeders, managers of horse-riding teams
and organizers of Sufian international horse competitions
and festivals, active marketers, environmental experts as
well as active specialists of the Jihad Agricultural
Organization were present until the theoretical saturation
stage.In a quantitative phase 350 people as active sports
tourists, experts from travel agencies, marketers, owners,
coaches, media representatives and operational managers
of spring course organizers and Sofian’s traditional hours
festival managers were selected by purposely sampling.
The research instrument was a researcher-made
questionnaire including two dimensions of human
potential and natural potential in the form of 8 subscales
that interval validity of research questionnaire by
cronbach's alpha coefficient confirmed (0>0.73). After
confirmation of good fit index of the research model
(Fornell and Larker triple indices), data were analyzed
using Smart PLS and SPSS Software.

Results

The demographic characteristics of the tourists showed
that 65.46% of the tourists had the experience of more
than 10 visits to the Gonbedkavos equestrian
complex.The good fit research model was confirmed by
the three indicators of Locker and Fornell (1987). Based
on the values of coefficients of factor loadings, composite
reliability and convergent validity, divergent and
divergent validity and average extracted variance showed

the appropriateness of the measurement of the research
model. Also, g2, F?, and R? indices of the research model
showed the optimal structural fit of the research model.
Factor analysis of data showed that in the dimension of
human potentials, two factors of infrastructure (LF=
0.83) and socio-cultural (LF=0.81) sub scales had high
impact on horse tourism development and in the
dimension of natural-sports potentials, the factor of
environmental attractions (LF=0.84) and the factor of
environmental management (LF=0.85) had high impact
on horse tourism development

Conclusion

According to the findings of this research as well as the
statements of experts active in the horse industry,
Golestan horse racing competitions and the international
Turkmen horse festival in Sufian region have a high
capacity to attract domestic and foreign tourists. In order
to optimally use the economic benefits of the Turkmen
horse industry, more attention should be paid to the
natural attractions of Golestan province, as well as the
historical-cultural values of the Turkmen peoples and
their cultural commonalities with the countries bordering
the Caspian Sea. The formation of a strategic alliance
between the tourism organization of Golestan province
and the tourism organizations of the Caspian Sea suburb
countries can provide the basis for the presence of sports
tourists in the horse riding complexes of Golestan
province.
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