Designing Ethical Decision Making Model of Football Players Using Grounded

Ayoub sangsefide?

Theory

keyvan shabani moghadam®":2 esmail sharifian 2

1. Department of Sports Management, Department of Physical Education, Boroujerd Branch, Islamic Azad University, Boroujerd,
Iran. E-mail: aiubsangsfidi@gmail.com

2. Corresponding Author, Department of Sports Management, Razi University, Kermanshah, Iran
E-mail: keivanshabani@2gmail.com

3. Department of Sports Management, Shahid Bahonar University, Kerman, Iran. E-mail: sharifian@uk.ac.ir

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Avrticle type:
Research Article

Avrticle history:
Received:

7 September 2022
Received in revised form:

3 December 2022
Accepted:

5 December 2022
Published online:

22 December 2023

Keywords:

Ethical Decision-Making,
Unethical Decision-Making,
Professionalization,
foundation Data Theory,
Football Sport.

Introduction: Unethical behavior in the sports industry is increasing rapidly, as a result,
the purpose of this research was to design a model of ethical decision-making of football
players.

Methods: the present research is from the perspective of paradigm, interpretation; from the
point of view of method, quality and from the point of view of strategy, the data theory was
Glazer's approach and in it interviews are used to collect information. The statistical
population of this study was made up of men's and women's top league football players. For
sampling purposeful sampling method was used and sampling continued until the theoretical
saturation limit was reached, therefore 15 interviews were conducted. In order to check the
quality and accreditation of the research results, Lincoln and Gaba (1985) evaluation criteria
were used, including the criteria of validity, transferability, reliability and verifiability. And
in order to analyze the data, three overlapping processes of open coding, axial coding and
theoretical coding were used.

Results: The findings of the research showed that ethical decision-making among football
players is a seven-step process that begins with ethical understanding and ends with
decision-making consequences. It was also found that individual factors, situational
conditions, and cultural environmental factors are effective on decision-making, and finally,
the relationship between the decision and its outcome is moderated by the application of
appropriate strategies.

Conclusion: Based on this, it is suggested to the officials and managers of league
organizations, football federations, and sports clubs and related cultural institutions that
synergy and networking of education, promotion of ethics, punishment and
institutionalization as strategies to promote ethical decision-making in their agenda.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The sports industry is constantly growing and due to the
binding emphasis based on result orientation, it can be seen
that this industry has distanced itself from its moral values and
it can be said that unethical behavior in the sports industry is
increasing rapidly. As a result, the purpose of this research
was to design the ethical decision making model of soccer
players.

Methods

The present research is from the perspective of paradigm,
interpretation; from the point of view of method, quality and
from the point of view of strategy, the data theory was
Glazer's approach and interviews were used to collect
information. The statistical population of this study was made
up of men's and women's top league football players. For
sampling, purposeful sampling method was used and sampling
continued until the theoretical saturation limit was reached;
therefore, 15 interviews were conducted. In order to check the
quality and accreditation of the research results, Lincoln and
Gaba (1985) evaluation criteria were used, including the
criteria of validity, transferability, reliability and verifiability.
In order to analyze the data, three overlapping processes of
open coding, axial coding and theoretical coding were used

Results

The findings of the research showed that ethical
decision-making among football players is a seven-step
process that begins with ethical understanding and ends
with decision-making consequences. It was also found
that individual factors, situational conditions, and
cultural environmental factors are effective on decision-
making, and finally, the relationship between the
decision and its outcome is moderated by the
application of appropriate strategies.

Conclusion

Based on this, it is suggested to the officials and managers of
league organizations, football federations, sports clubs and
related cultural institutions that synergy and networking of
education, promotion of ethics, punishment and
institutionalization as strategies to promote ethical decision-
making in their agenda.
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