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Abstract

The discussion of women and their related issues in the pre-Islamic Arab society is one of the
topics that Iranian researchers have paid attention to in recent years, and dozens of articles have been
published in scientific journals related to this issue. The way that the pre-Islamic Arab women’s status
has been reflected in articles is of paramount importance. Researchers’ different perspectives on the
status of women in this era and the level of these women’s contribution to the scientific community
are both revealed by the critical analysis of the related articles. To this end, the author of this study has
used content analysis to analyze the aforementioned issue in more than thirty articles. Based on the
findings of the study, the topic with the highest frequency is trampling upon the human rights of
women in the pre-Islamic era. Reviving the human rights of women in the Islamic period has the
highest frequency when comparing research cases that analyzed the status of women before and after
Islam. This result indicates pre-judgment, cliché attitudes, and even a black-and-white view towards
the status of women before and after Islam since there has been little attention paid to the
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environmental factors and different cultures in the social structures of the tribe-centered Arab society.
This topic has often been generalized to other domains in the society.

Keywords: Persian Articles, Women Status, Content Analysis, Pre-Islamic Arab.

Introduction

Researching historical topics after discovering problems, based on data and logical analysis by
using an appropriate method could lead to new achievements. In this case, not only the historical
problems will become clearer step by step but also using background information and criticizing will
provide context for further research at higher scientific levels.

It is clear that such a trend is important, especially in researching women’s status in the pre-Islamic
era. It could express the researchers’ attitude towards this issue. Therefore, after searching various
sites for this issue, 32 related articles from 77 to 1400 AH have been found. Then, the articles were
analyzed and criticized.

Materials and Methods

In this study, content analysis has been used to critically analyze the Persian articles. Content
analysis is used to investigate the data in a text and make it valid and reliable. It is used to search for,
interpret, and analyze the related data in the text.

Research Findings

Researching women’s status in the pre-Islamic era has some difficulties such as a lack of sufficient
historical data to clarify the life status of women in all different aspects, the dominance of religious
attitudes over historic ones, and a lack of needed documents in the pre-Islamic era. Therefore, in this
study, the researcher faced some problems having access to clear data based on real events. This is one
of the factors that affect research in this area. Researchers who have used historical data under the
influence of religious attitudes have mainly portrayed the tragic aspect of pre-Islamic women’s lives.
However, using literary data extracted from Arabic texts glorified ethical principles and women’s
active social roles, etc. In the meantime, there have been some other researchers who have tried to
analyze this issue by studying the social reasons, backgrounds, and situations that affected women at
that time. Although such research projects enjoy a rigorous scientific procedure, unfortunately, their
number is quite low.

Discussion of Results and Conclusions

It is difficult to analyze the events of the pre-Islamic era and issues related to women in this era
since many of the historical cases of such events have been written in the Islamic era or even under the
influence of religious historians. This has made it very difficult to present a logical image of that era
that matches the reality of those societies. Therefore, many such analyses only focus on girl killing
(burring girls), and the anger and sadness that occurred when girls were born. Although such cases
exist in Arab societies and are even mentioned in the Holy Quran, they can’t be generalized to all
levels of the society. Since many researchers have documented and mentioned these cases in their
research projects, the status of pre-Islamic women is portrayed only with a focus on violence against
women, instrumental and sexual views towards women, trampling upon women’s human rights, lack
of freedom and choice in marriage and divorce, and numeracy of marriage and divorce cases in those
societies.
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Tablel. Identifying the concepts and categories of Persian articles reflecting the Arab women's
situation in pre-Islamic
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Table2. Frequency of Persian articles reflecting the Arab Women's situation in pre-Islamic
according to the year of publication
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Table3. Frequency of concepts in Persian articles about the Arab women's situation in pre-Islamic
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Table4. Frequency of categories in Persian articles about the Arab women's situation in pre-Islamic
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Table5. Concepts and categories used in Persian articles about the Arab Women's situation after
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