Ale-Taha Institute of Higher Education

History of Islamic Philosophy
Home Page: hpi.aletaha

Online ISSN: 2981-2097

Ontological reading of "Contemplation" in Enneads and

Uthulujiyya

Hasan Abasi Hosseinabadi!

1. Associated Professor, Department of Islamic Philosophy and Theology, Payam-e-Noor
University, Tehran, Iran. E-mail: h_abasi@pnu.ac.ir

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type:
Research Article

Article history:
Received 15 October
2023

Received in revised form
22 December 2023
Accepted 25 December
2023

Published online 20
February 2024

Keywords:

Maad, physical
Resurrection, Agha
Mojtaba Qazvini,
Separation School.

"Contemplation"(Gaze) is used in contrast to "action" in the new
discourse, it is used in Uthulujiyya and Enneads in cosmological and
existential discussions. The problem of this writing is the analysis of
the use of "contemplation" in Uthulujiyya and Enneads with an
existential approach. The question 1is, is the wuse of
"contemplation"(Gaze) in the Uthulujiyya and the Enneads the same
and in the same sense, or is it different in the two works? How is
"contemplation" expressed in these two books? The answer is, they
are not different in terms of meaning; But they are different in terms
of application and method of examining the subject. in the theology
of Uthulujiyya, "contemplation" (Gaze) can be attributed to both
God and the mind and soul. "contemplation” is raised in the theory
of grace and issuance and is connected with cosmology and
theology. And in the Enneads, there is an "contemplation" in all
stages of life about God, intellect, soul and nature, and it has a
creative aspect. The important difference between these two works
is that in the rendering of the Enneads, it pays attention to
"contemplation" both in the existential aspect and the
epistemological aspect as opposed to "action"; and “examines
contemplation against action; While there is no such view in
Uthulujiyya. Therefore, in this article, we will explain the term
"contemplation "in Uthulujiyya and Enneads and examine its
position in the cosmological system of these two works. The method
of this writing is descriptive-analytical.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

"Contemplation" in theoretical intellect and theoretical science is placed
in front of practical intellect and science or practical wisdom is a
reflection of "thought" and thinking. But in Uthulujiyya and Enneads, it
finds an important place in the existential meaning in cosmology in the
system of grace and issuance. The question is, is the use of
"contemplation"(Gaze) in the Uthulujiyya and the Enneads the same and
in the same sense, or is it different in the two works? The answer is, they
are not different in terms of meaning; But they are different in terms of
application and method of examining the subject.

Method
The method of this writing is descriptive-analytical.

Findings
The theory of “contemplation” (Bewpio) is the heart of Plotinus'
philosophy and is the "source" and goal of every action, production and
creation at every level. For him, all life is intrinsically "Contemplation".
Plotinus uses "Contemplation" to explain the creation of the world. In the
Enneads, "Contemplation" is on the one hand a divine activity, and on the
other hand, as it exists in the whole of life, it is placed in front of action in
the rank of human beings. But in Uthulujiyya it is only the divine activity.
"Contemplation" has the position of "creative activity" and also the
position of "teleological". It is present in all life and has creative effects in
the world, and it is the goal and purpose of creation and action at all
levels of life and the life of the world. But in Uthulujiyya, the position of
"Contemplation" in relation to the first thing or God is the position of the
first agent; In fact, God is the first agent who’s his action is to create, and
the agent of this creative action is "Contemplation". "Contemplation"
itself is an immediate action of creation. So the role and position of
"Contemplation" in Uthulujiyya is the position of "creative and effective
creator" in the world; But the teleological position and role has not been
considered for it.

Conclusion
In terms of meaning, the term "Contemplation" has the same meaning in
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Uthulujiyya and Enneads. Both express a kind of "intuitive self-awareness
and active and creative presence", without imagination and reasoning,
expressing a kind of presence understanding. But it is different in terms of
the usage of "Contemplation" and the type of origin of action and to act in
both, in the sense that in Uthulujiyya, the creative aspect of
"Contemplation" is emphasized; In the Enneads, in addition to the aspect
of creative and effective activity, it is also emphasized that it is the end
and purpose of every action at any level, and in this sense, the issue of
"Contemplation" in Uthulujiyya and the Enneads does not concordance,
and it is not possible to deliver "Contemplation" in Uthulujiyya with the
same issue in Ennead. But in both Enneads and Uthulujiyya,
"Contemplation" is to expand the theory of creation. In this respect, the
issue of "Contemplation" coincides and overlaps in both.
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