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Abstract
There is a controversy in Islamic philosophy over the
relationship between something’s being something and something’s
being. Two theses are well-known: assumption and entailment.
Notoriously, Mirdamad is considered to be among the
adherents of the entailment thesis. It is argued here that
Mirdamad’s thesis is neither assumption nor entailment.
Actually, his thesis includes a collection of different
propositions that combine assumption and entailment
variously. I interpret his thesis on the basis of his theory of
subsistence and existence. Furthermore, I distinguish between
semantical and metaphysical aspects of Mirdamad’s thesis. I
abstract some logical consequences from these semantical
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aspects. I explain then why these logical consequences do not
follow from a bunch of the alternative theses at issue.

Keywords: assumption, entailment, subsistence, existence,
semantics, metaphysics.

Extended Abstract

There is a controversy in Islamic philosophy over the relationship between
something’s being something and something’s being. Two theses are well-
known: assumption and entailment. Notoriously, Mirdamad is considered to
be among the adherents of the entailment thesis. It is argued here that
Mirdamad’s thesis is neither assumption nor entailment. Actually, his thesis
includes a collection of different propositions that combine assumption and
entailment variously. I interpret his thesis on the basis of his theory of
subsistence and existence. Furthermore, I distinguish between semantical
and metaphysical aspects of Mirdamad’s thesis.

To begin with, there is a well-known distinction between semantics and
metaphysics: semantics is concerned with the relationship between
language and the reality it represents, and metaphysics is concerned with
the reality itself. On the basis of these assumptions, I begin with the
problem of what ‘entailment’ and ‘presupposition’ mean in Mirdamad’s
view.

First of all, we need to understand his theory of existence in order to
understand his answer to this question. According to Mirdamad, existence
is nothing in reality, the correspondent of the proposition ‘a exists’ is the
essence of a itself, the meaning of ‘existence’ is the infinitive to be existent,
and the subsistence of an essence is prior (not in a metaphysical or
epistemological way, but in a semantical way) to the existence of the
essence (Mirdamad 1988, 2012; Hosseini 2019).

In addition, Mirdamad distinguishes two different questions concerning
the relationship between something’s being and something’s being
something: the first question concerns the relationship between two terms
of the proposition, and another question concerns the affirmative
relationship between the terms (Mirdamad 2012).

As I have argued in the body of this paper, based on exegetical and
analytical considerations, Mirdamad’s thesis aﬁout the relationship between
something’s being and something’s being something (the rule) is as follows:

The rule (concerning the affirmative relationship): something’s being
something presupposes (in a metaphysical sense) something’s subsistence
and entails (in a metaphysical-semantical sense) something’s being.

The rule (concerning terms: existence): something’s being existent
presupposes (in a semantical sense) something’s subsistence and entails (in
a semantical sense) something’s being.

The rule (concerning terms: essence): something’s being itself
presupposes (in a semantical sense) something’s subsistence and entails (in
a semantical sense) something’s being.

The rule (concerning terms: essential): something’s being something

resupposes (in a metaphysical sense) something’s subsistence and entails
](oin a metaphysical-semantical sense) something’s being.
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The rule (concerning terms: necessary): something’s being something
resupposes (in a metaphysical sense) something’s subsistence and entails
](Oin a metaphysical-semantical sense) something’s being.

The rule (concerning terms: accidental): something’s being something
presupposes (in a metaphysical sense) something’s subsistence and
presupposes (in a metaphysical sense) something’s being.

Next in the paper, I abstract some logical consequences from Mirdamad’s
thesis about the rule.

From a contemporary point of view, logic consists of at least two parts:
semantics and proof theory. As I have shown, Mirdamad’s thesis contain
significant semantical aspects. Therefore, from the contemporary
perspective, we can realize that the following semantical entailments are
consequences of his theory of existence and his theses about the rule:

a is a semantically entails a exists.

a is a semantically entails a is a.

assuming that semantics is an essential part of logic and that proof theory
and semantics should be functionally identical, we conclude that the
following rules of logic should be conceded within the framework of
Mirdamad’s philosophy:

aisa a exists

a exists aisa

It is worth noting that other parties’ theses on the relationship between
something’s being and something’s being something like those of Mutazeli
(Tusi 1986), the followers of Peripatetics (Suhrawardi 1976) and Sadra
(Hosseini 2019), do not entail such logical rules, because of their
metaphysical nature.

In sum, Mirdamad’s thesis about the relationship between something’s
being and something’s being something neither is assumption nor
entailment. Rather it is a complex thesis that contains different aspects,
namely metaphysical and semantical. From the semantical aspects of his
thesis some logical rules can be abstracted, which he did not realized.
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