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Abstract
According to Fakhr al-Din Al-Razi the existence of a subject in
true affirmative metathetic judgment is not necessary and,
hence, the rule of fariyyah- Predicating [or attributing]
something [i.e., predicate] to something [i.e., subject] is
subordinate to the realization [or existence] of the thing of
which is predicated [i.e., the subject]- confronts a challenge. By
appealing to the difference in truth conditions of affirmative
and negative judgments, Qutb al-Din Al-Razi criticizes Farkhr’s
view. According to Qutb, Fakhr's argument rests on the
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doctrine that “The subject in a proposition should have the
predicate or its negation”. Qutb, however, has another
doctrine, although he does not mention it explicitly; i.e., “The
subject in a proposition should have the predicate or should not
have the predicate”. Logically, different consequences result
since different doctrines are considered. In this paper, the
differences between Fakhr and Qutb‘s views concerning the
truth conditions of affirmative metathetic and some of their
consequences are examined.

Keywords: metathetic predicate, nonexistence subject, Fakhr
al-Din Al-Razi, Qutb al-Din Al-Razi, the rule of negating
predicate.

Extended Abstract

In dividing different types of judgments, according to the Aristotelian
tradition, three judgments are considered: affirmative with a determined
predicate (mijiba muhassala); negative with a determined predicate (saliba
mubhassala); affirmative with an undetermined predicate (= metathetic
judgment or Mijiba ma‘dila). In determined affirmative judgment, a
positive predicate is attributed to the subject, such as “Aristotle is a
philosopher”. In determined negative judgment, a positive predicate is
denied being attributed to the subject (i.e., the copula is rejected or denied),
such as “Aristotle is not a painter”. In metathetic judgment, a non-positive
predicate is attributed to the subject, such as “Aristotle is a non-painter”.
The content of a determined negative judgment is the same as (or similar
to) the content of a metathetic judgment with the difference that the
relation between the subject an&l the predicate in negative judgment is
denied while in affirmative metathetic judgment, the relation is approved,
although the predicate, in this case, isn’t positive. On the other hand, from
Aristotle onward, truth conditions for these different kinds of judgments
have been posed - which are accepted by the majority of Islamic logicians:
in true affirmative judgment, to attribute the positive or metathetic
predicate to the subject, the subject must exist (or be realized). This
doctrine is called “the rule of far‘iyya “in the Islamic tradition. Therefore,
the truth of the sentence “Aristotle is a philosopher” or “Aristotle is a non-
painter” depends on the existence or realization of Aristotle, himself, so
that being a philosopher or non-painter could be attributed to him. The
truth condition of “Aristotle is not a painter”, however, is more general,
that is, it is true in two cases: Aristotle exists and is not a painter or there
isn’t such a person called “Aristotle” and, consequently, he wouldn’t be a
painter. This latter case is called “the rule of saliba bi-intifa’ al-mawda* in
Islamic tradition. Among Islamic logicians, however, there is a view posed
by Fakhr al-Din Al-Razi which is opposite to the orthodox view. He doesn’t
necessitate the application of the former rule to the metathetic judgments,
that is, a metathetic judgment may have a non-existent subject and still be
true. One of the reasons he gives is that suppose the statement “... is non-
sighted” has a non-existent subject. If it is true then his claim is approved.
And if it is false then the statement “... is sighted” is true since one of the
contradictory predicates should be attributed to the subject. However, the
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predicating of a positive property to a non-existent subject is impossible
and if, contrary to our expectation, it is permissible then attributing a non-
positive property to a non-existent subject is preferable and again the claim
is approved. In response to Fakhr, Qutb al- Din al-Razi, in his commentary
on al-Matali‘ al-anwar fi al-Mantiq, says that although one of the
contradictory properties may be attributed to the subject of a statement,
however, here the contradiction of “non-sighted” isn’t “sighted”; it is “not
non-sighted” since the contradiction of a thing is its denial (or negation)
and here what we have at hand is “non-sighted”; so to get its contradiction
we should put a negative particle in front of it. In other words, Qutb is
saying that the contradiction of an affirmative metathetic statement is a
negative metathetic statement, not a determined affirmative statement. On
the other hand, as was mentioned, the truth condition of negative
statements is more general than the affirmative ones and they can be true
even though having a non-existent subject. In short, Qutb claims that the
two negative particles, i.e., “non” and “not” belong to different words: the
former belongs to the predicate and the latter to the copula. He claims that
the consequence of Fakhr’s claim is that two affirmative statements are
contradictory which is not acceptable by logicians. In traditional logic two
statements “A is non-B” and “A is not B” have “the relation of negating the
predicate” (the rule of naqd al-mahmal). When the subject does exist these
statements are equivalent and there is agreement between Fakhr and Qutb.
However, when the subject is empty disagreement arises: Fakhr still claims
that they are equivalent; however, Qutb claims that they are not equivalent
since the negative statement is true and the affirmative metathetic
statement is false. In sum, it seems, Qutb’s views are more logical and
coherent with the orthodox view than Fakhr’s.
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... 'Socrates is well' being contrary to 'Socrates is sick'. Yet
not even with these is it necessary always for one to be
true and the other false. For if Socrates exists one will be
true and one false, but if he does not both will be false;
neither 'Socrates is sick' nor 'Socrates is well' will be true
if Socrates himself does not exist at all. (Categories, 13b12)
e 5
ol o3 s b e s el 2y e bl di L el slate (ol VJL..q bl i ..
S0 bl i S5 .ast ;_)SlSngf.pj Sl S o p’\?c\_ni.:m;)\).a
Al s se STl g daler O3S (6 K 5 Golo Ky gen ol s L
350 S Golo (ol Jl bliw 4 5 (ol s o bl i & X103 s
mﬁ&wmﬁb Cj..ﬁj.ﬁ ;L&‘Mé\.ﬂjb OJ.QGMOJLJJ‘J.AQM M‘J\)J}
...for if he does not exist 'he is sick' is false but 'he is not
sick' true. (ibid)
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... 'No man is just' follows from 'every man is not-just’,
while the opposite of this,

'not every man is not-just', follows from 'some man is just'
(for there must be one). It is clear too that, with regard to
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particulars, if it is true when asked something, to deny it,
it is true also to affirm something. For instance: 'Is
Socrates wise? No. Then Socrates is not-wise.! With
universals, on the other hand, the corresponding
affirmation is not true, but the negation is true. For
instance: 'Is every man wise? No. Then every man is not-
wise.' This is false, but ' then not every man is wise' is true
...(De Interpretatione, 20a16)
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