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Abstract: The present paper aims to discuss the possibility and main

causes of epistemic akrasia based on Mullah Sadra’s transcendental
theosophy by descriptive-analytical method. Epistemic akrasia or
cognitive akrasia means "man's belief in things contrary to his beliefs," of
which, some of researchers have studied the possibility and presented
various formations, in line with “practical akrasia" (doing action contrary
to a person's moral judgment). Mulla Sadra has two theories about the
explanation of the multiplicity of actions of the soul: 1- the theory of the
powers of the soul and 2- the theory of the levels [modalities] of the soul.
According to the theory of the "powers of the soul," the possibility of
cognitive dissonance can be seen as the result of the independence of
perceptual powers. Based on the theory of "levels of soul," we can also talk
about the possibility of developing cognitive dissonance in different levels
[modalities] of soul. Phenomenasuch as soul-deception, embellishment of
action, denial and obstinacy, stubbornness and bigotry, soul-deceit,
intellectual negligence, and mental distress can be considered as examples
of epistemic akrasia. Based on the theory of the levels of the soul, Mulla
Sadra has explained the mechanism of creating cognitive dissonance by
rational perceptionsand beliefs, considering it to be the result of intellectual
disorder or incompatibility in the activity of the powers of the soul or the
non-actuality of its superior levels. These factors lead a person to believe
in things for which there is no reasonable rational reason and even to
conflict with his rational beliefs. From Mulla Sadra's point of view, the
formation of the set of beliefs is optional, and since belief is one of the “acts
of the heart," moral responsibility is also attached to it.
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ntroduction: In parallel with

what is called akrasia, and there
is a disagreement about whether
it is the same as weakness of the
will, some authors have spoken
about the possibility of
epistemic akrasia or akrasia in
beliefs. According to their
belief, in addition to practical
akrasia, intellectual or epistemic
akrasia is also possible. In this
case too, the misleading term of
the "weakness of belief" may be
used, while if we call it akrasia of
belief, the meaning becomes
clearer.

The main issue of the present
article is whether epistemic
akrasia is possible according to
Sadrai's intellectual system or
ruling system, and if the answer
to this question is positive, how
can its causes and foundations
be analyzed, especially in the
light of his psychological
discussions?

ethodology: Based on the

descriptive-analytical method,
in the first step, the related
issues in Mulla Sadra's works

were found, and after arranging
and analyzing, they were used
for reasoning and obtaining
results.

indings: According to the

perspective of "powers of the
soul", the actions  and
perceptions of the soul are the
result of the performance of
different relevant powers, which
at the same time have a kind of
independence, and the soul acts
as their "bond." According to
this point of view, the
independence of powers from
each other can become a basis
for the formation of cognitive
dissonance or epistemic akrasia.
Mainly, beliefs resulting from
the power of illusion are
incompatible  with  rational
perceptions and beliefs, and
belief in both causes epistemic
akrasia.

According to the theory of the
“levels of the soul," perceptions
and actions of the soul are
proportional to the levels of the
soul. These levels in turn
correspond to the levels of
reality. From this point of view,
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the human soul has intellectual,
imaginary, and sensory levels,
yet in unity and oneness, and in
each level, it has beliefs
corresponding to it. Every
human being may actualize one
of these levels more within
himsoul, but he potentially
benefits from other levels as
well. Thus, the human soul is
the field of cognitive dissonance
and sometimes conflicting
believes.

iscussion and Conclusion:

Epistemic akrasia can be a trick
that is done at some levels of the
ego in order to justify the action
and see it as good because of the
general belief that the subject
does not do it until he knows the
current action is  good.
Phenomena such as soul-
deception, embellishment of
action, denial and obstinacy,
stubbornness and bigotry, soul-
deceit, intellectual negligence
and mental distress can be
considered as examples of
epistemic akrasia. Helping to
identify contradictory thoughts
and incompatible beliefs is one

of the theoretical benefits of this
study. Moreover, the correct
analysis of the examples of
epistemic akrasia can be
effective in the matter of
education and correction of
human internal pollution.
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