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Article Info: Abstract: Ecocritical theory inspects the existing interconnections of
Article type: the natural world and the human activities. Considering diverse
Research Article philosophical perceptions of different philosophers discloses the deep
existence and survival of ecocritical awareness in human being's

history: collective unconscious, though it might have been articulated in
Received: dissimilar terminologies or technical terms. The interested reader can
2022/4/26 find traces of the same concerns in the Swedish philosopher Emanuel
. Swedenborg. The two notions of "Correspondences” and "Influx"
Received: signify the connection between spirit and matter, mind and body and
2022/10/27 it can be claimed to be what connects Man's physical life with his/her
Accepted: perpetual nonphysical life. Investigating such notions in an ecocritical
2022/11/16 realm, the essay advocates a type of ecocritical realization that requires
Published: unearthing the covert long existing correlation between Man and the
2022/12/31 nature and the one between this ecocritical notion and some of
Swedenborgian specific philosophical notions. The purpose of this

Keywords: article is to analyze the components of ecological criticism in

Swedenborg's works with regard to the two philosophical concepts of
"Correspondences” and "Influx." This spiritual awareness concludes
that human beings can not live in accord with the natural world until
they can manage to conduct their lives in harmony with Divinity, as
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toward the environment as the epitome of God, the absolute creator.
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ntroduction: The continuing

environmental  crisis  has
manifested itself in the form of
multifaceted  environmental
problems in various
technocratic industrial societies.
It is not only a crisis of culture
but also looks to be a sign of a
deeper  crisis in  each
individual's outlook toward
nature and the environment
that is long lost now. Man
nowadays seems to long for the
lost natural past and wish to
“imagine that there was an
'organic community' in the time
of our parents" (Bate 2000) that
is lost now in the storm of our
technocratic  present  when
human beings are entangled in
ecological problems. Seeking to
be true to nature, philosophy
might be the only remedy of
human beings as Man needs to
remember that sheer
technology and strength in
technical heights would not
suffice the human beings’

prosperity on the earth.

ethodology: Eco criticism - a

novel and ongoing study -
works on the complicated
implications of the shared
materiality between the human
and nonhuman world. One
should not forget that our
material selves have some social
and economic common points
with nature and there are late
20" C. and early 21° C. realities
in  which  human  and
environment can by no means
be considered as separated.
Swedenborg's two conceptions
of 'correspondence’ and 'influx’
have been believed to generate
an  accord between the
surrounding natural world and
the Man, and he thought that
there must be a genuine action
of mind on our brain. The
renowned conception of ‘influx,’
in addition to the notion of
‘correspondenc,e’ provided an
indication to trail into all
arenas, equally in the objective
domain of Man's history and in
his subjective life. "Thus, for the
first time in man’s efforts to
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understand both the
macrocosm and the microcosm,
the spiritual principle stood out
in bold relief, in contrast with all
theories based on the primacy of
externals" (Dresser 2018).

indings:
Swedenborg  detects  the
associations  between  the

material and the spiritual
‘Correspondences,” and  he
observes these correspondences
equal to material symbols or
natural demonstrations  of
spiritual  realities. “Nothing
exists in the natural world and
its three kingdoms,” he records,
“that does not

something in the spiritual

represent

world, or that does not have
something in the spiritual world
to which it corresponds”
(Swedenborg 1992).
Swedenborg perceives all the
universe as a phenomenon that
is incessantly reacting to the
direct and even indirect
appearance of the Lord’s
development in an infinite
multiplicity of ways. To get the

potency of this philosophy, that

all competence is by influx
instead of continuity, one can
commence with the notion of
God as Source of all authority,
life and vitality in the
universe,with the continuing of
Spirit as entirely creative, while
the material universe, in whole,
and part, is visualized as each
moment reliant on this
supporting Presence.
Man seems to be or act like a
receptacle that can obtain life in
the truest possible way and
seems to possess a range of
choices in his/her reactions.
“Like all things in nature,
human beings are vessels
formed to receive life rather
than life-forms in their own
right. Unlike flowers and
excrement, human beings have
a range of choices in their
response to the life that inflows
from the Lord” (Rose 2005).

iscussion and Conclusion:

The functioning of the entire
existence is integrated in the
form of a whole. Focusing on
some of Swedenborg's concepts,
such as the theory of “Influx”
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and “Correspondences”, shows
a specific direction in all
sources, including plant,
animal, and knowledge transfer.

All creatures in the world are
related to other creatures and
this unity corresponds to an
accepted law in the scientific
field.

By examining the
philosophical ~ concepts  of
Swedenborg in the field of
ecocritical theory, the existence
of eco conscious awareness in
the collective unconscious of
humans is revealed.
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