Vol. 19, No.76, Winter 2024, P 185-219 to
wph.atu.ac.ir PRESS
DOI: 10.22054/WPH.2023.74548.2164

-- Hekmat va Falsafeh------ 5 ‘ p

The Nature of Moral Reasoning: Analysis and
Criticism of Prinz's View

* Ph.D. Student of Moral Philosophy, University of

MeisamMolaee Qom, Qom, Iran

Professor of Moral Philosophy Department, Qom
University, Qom, Iran

Zahra Khazaei

Muhammad Professor of Philosophy Department, Imam Khomeini
Legenhausen Education and Research Institute, Qom, Iran
Abstract

Introduction:

Jesse Prinz is known as one of the serious defenders of moral
sentimentalism.  Usually, sentimentalists give little role to moral
reasoning in the process of producing moral judgment. But Prinz,
unlike others, believes that moral reasoning and emotions both play a
role in morality.

In this article, after examining Prinz's view on the nature of
reasoning, by examining his answers to the following questions, his
view on the nature of moral reasoning is extracted:

What is the relationship between moral reasoning and the
traditional division of theoretical/practical reasoning? Does moral
reasoning fit into this division? If so, which of the two types is it?

Does moral reasoning have a deductive structure or not? If its
structure is inference, which is the type of inference?

What is the relationship between moral reasoning and moral
generalism and particularism? Does moral reasoning require the use of
general principles or not?

Can moral reasoning be motivating?
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What is the purpose of moral reasoning? In other words, what is its
function?

Literature Review

In his various works, Prinz has written about moral reasoning. But it
has not considered the nature of moral reasoning in a coherent way
and in an integrated framework. Therefore, it can be claimed that our
article is the first writing for a coherent examination of the nature of
moral reasoning from Prinz's point of view.

Methodology

In this article, Prinz's answers to the mentioned questions are extracted
from his various writings, then each of these answers will be analyzed
and finally, some criticisms that may be made to these answers will be
given.

Results
After analyzing Prinz's point of view, we believe that:

He considers moral reasoning as a type of theoretical reasoning.
Because he believes that moral reasoning is formed to justify moral
judgment. So it is not like practical reasoning that leads to
action/intention.

Like Jonathan Haight, he believes that moral reasoning is
presented after moral judgment and to justify it, but he believes that
moral reasoning has another function: resolving moral disagreement.

According to our analysis, he must have considered the structure
of justification in moral reasoning as foundationalism. Because he
believes that moral reasoning ultimately ends with fundamental norms
that cannot be argued for.

We think Prinz considers moral reasoning in the form of
allegorical inference or case reasoning. Because he explains the
process of justifying a moral judgment by comparing it to a specific
example of a category.

Prinz seemed not to believe that moral reasoning is based on
general rules and principles. Because he does not believe in general
moral rules according to the point of view of moral relativism. On the
other hand, his view that moral reasoning is case reasoning is
consistent with the view of moral particularists.

Since Prinz is a moral sentimentalist, then, like David Hume, he
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must believe that moral reasoning has no motivational effect on
action. Because in Prinz's view, since moral judgments are the product
of emotions, they are motivating in themselves and do not require
moral reasoning.

Finally, unlike evolutionary ethics, he does not believe we have
an innate capacity for moral reasoning.

Conclusion

Contrary to what is obtained from the analysis of Prinzs view on
moral reasoning, some psychological results indicate that moral
agents, at least in some situations, do not use moral reasoning only to
resolve moral disagreements, but use moral reasoning to create moral
judgments. If this research is true, and these actors act according to
this moral reasoning, then moral reasoning is sometimes motivating.
On the other hand, according to Prinz's moral relativism point of view,
in situations where two moral actors disagree with each other in a
fundamental judgment, moral reasoning has practically no function.
So, what Prinz has introduced as the function of moral reasoning is a
weak function. If these criticisms are true, they suggest, Prinz's
analysis of moral reasoning is not entirely without fault. Therefore,
either Prinz should start to modify some of his views on moral
reasoning or give stronger reasons for his claim.

Keywords: Jesse Prinz, Reasoning, Moral Reasoning, Moral Action,
Moral Judgment.
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