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Although Aristotle is the first philosopher who separates theoretical and practical
wisdom from each other, but before Aristotle, Plato also paid attention to the
separation or non - separation of theoria and praxis. According to Plato, the virtue
is knowledge; That is, self - knowledge is the same virtue and arete of a person.
Therefore, in Plato's philosophy, it can be said that theoria and praxis are not
separate from each other. At the same time, Plato believes that if we want to
become virtuous by will and intention, we must resort to philosophy; That is,
philosophy is considered as praxis to provide a certain theoria and purpose.
Therefore, it can be said that Plato proposed the separation of theoria from praxis.
Now, according to this introduction, important issue arises: Are theoria and praxis
separate from each other in Plato's philosophy? This article tries to examine the
above question from the viewpoint of Martin Heidegger and Hans - Georg
Gadamer. While Heidegger believes that Plato by proposing the separation of
theoria from praxis and also the precedence of theoria over praxis, has provided
the ground for the formation of metaphysics and as a result the forgetting of
Being, Gadamer believes that in Plato's philosophy, theoria and praxis are not
separate from each other. In Gadamer's view, many of Plato's doctrines such as
the doctrine of ideas, the ideal state, etc., have derived from his practical
considerations.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

The issue of theoria and praxis in Aristotle's philosophy has been considered as fundamental
issues. Aristotle believes that according to its functions, human intellect is divided into
theoretical and practical intellect and as a result, knowledge is also divided into theoretical and
practical knowledge. Before Aristotle, Plato emphasized the unity of thoria and praxis. Socrates'
famous sentence, “virtue is knowledge”, shows this unity. Of course, although Plato believes
that self-knowledge is the same virtue, he believes that if a person wants to become virtuous on
purpose, he needs philosophy. Therefore, philosophy is considered as praxis to provide a certain
theoria and purpose. Based on this idea, Heidegger believes that in Plato's philosophy, there is
a plan to separate theoria from praxis. Throughout the history of philosophy, this separation has
gradually increased and has reached its peak in Nietzsche's philosophy. The separation of
theoria and praxis in the new philosophy has caused the meaninglessness and the dominance of
the technical view.

Heidegger believes that before Plato, the Greeks did not put theoria and praxis against each
other. Because the Greeks had a direct and practical relationship with Being, they did not
consider theoria in a theoretical sense, rather theoria was considered a way of Dasein's life and
a kind of original praxis. Heidegger believes that Plato, by proposing the doctrine of ideas, has
caused us to forget the relationship between man and Being, because for Plato, the observation
of ideas and the correspondence of human insight with ideas is a priority. Therefore, for Plato,
knowledge of ideas is a priority, and such a priority means the priority of theoria over praxis.
In contrast to this view, Gadamer believes that in Plato's philosophy, theoria and praxis are not
separate from each other and they are united. Gadamer believes that many of Plato's doctrines
were derived from his moral - practical considerations. The doctrine of ideas, the ideal state,
the utopia, etc., are not merely doctrines related to the field of theoria, but arise from Plato's
practical concerns. For this reason, Gadamer explains Plato's doctrines in the light of Socratic
dialectic. The way of life as well as the way of philosophizing of Socrates show that he adhered
to his own doctrines in practice as well. This adherence and commitment have shown itself in
his dialectical method. By using the dialectical art and also using question and answer, Socrates
shows that the presence of others is necessary to achieve knowledge. The dialectical art of
Socrates points to this fact that the search for truth never ends. So, Plato does not consider
philosophy in the sense of a theoretical knowledge, but he considers philosophy in its original
sense as the loving knowledge (philosophia) and a way of life.

Conclusion

In addition to their similarities in topics such as understanding, interpretation, truth, etc,
Heidegger and Gadamer return to Plato from two different viewpoints. Under the influence of
Avristotle and by criticizing Plato's doctrine of ideas, Heidegger tries to explain that the priority
of theoria over praxis in Plato's philosophy has caused the forgetting of Being and the distortion
of thinking. Heidegger believes that before Plato and before the formation of metaphysics,
thinking belonged to Being itself, and philosophy did not mean a theoretical knowledge, but
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philosophy was a kind of theoria mixed with praxis and a way of life that pointed to Dasein's
being in the world. In Plato's philosophy, beings are seen and understood in the light of ideas.
Also, the human soul is able to observe ideas in a dialectical process. Therefore, Plato, by
emphasizing the theoretical - cognitive feature of the soul and also the precedence of theoria
over praxis, causes the change in the relationship between man and beings. In this relationship,
Being is forgotten and beings are considered as the objects of human knowledge. Unlike
Heidegger, Gadamer believes that in Plato's philosophy, theoria and praxis are not separate
from each other. Focusing on the Socratic dialectic and emphasizing the infinite of the Socratic
dialogues, Gadamer tries to emphasize inseparability theoria from praxis in Plato's philosophy.
In these dialogues, Socrates' emphasis on knowledge, as well as sameness it with virtue, should
be understood in the light of his practical concerns and his encounter with the sophists. The
knowledge considered by Socrates is sought in a continuous dialectical process; A search that
never ends. Therefore, Plato did not try to present definite and final doctrines, but he adhered
to philosophy in the sense of loving knowledge (philosophia).
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