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Religion has different aspects and dimensions including doctrinal, moral,
empirical, mythical-narrative, ritual, social, and material ones. Religious
experience is one of the dimensions of religion and is a significant religious fact
and aspect that has diverse relations with other dimensions of religion. Hence,
recognizing the kind of religious experience’s relations with religion’s dimensions
has its special significance. So the question of research is what relations can be
conceivable between religious experience and the dimensions of religion? To
answer such a question, first, we should pay attention to the importance of different
tendencies toward religion and religious experiences, that is, our understanding of
religious experience defines its relation with religion’s dimensions. Our
understanding of religion, also, is significant in determining its essence and diverse
aspects or dimensions. In this case, considering two important religious traditions
of the world, namely classic monotheism and atheism, we can notice the
significance of the Transcendent Being or Sacredness/Divine aspect of religion,
and think of some dimensions of religion such as doctrinal, moral, mythical-
narrative, empirical, social, ritual or material that each one has its special relation
with religious experience, although creedal and ritual ones can be more respectable.
In this case, it seems the doctrinal dimension can make or interpret religious
experiences, ritual and worshiping dimention shows and manifests its symbolic
repeatation. Mythical-narrative one can transfer virtues of religious experiences to
the next generations, moral one can make and extend the results of religious
experiences, and material one can manifest externally and make the background for
the next religious experiences. In the meantime, paying attention to noticeable
theories such as essentialism and structuralism about religious experiences, and
dividing them into two nouminous and intuitive-theoretical experiences, can make
complicated and plural of their relations with some dimensions of religion.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Research on the relationship between religious experience and the dimensions of religion
requires determining our accurate and clear understanding of religion and examples of its
dimensions. This effort is important because different approaches to religion lead to interferring
different definitions and determining different examples for its dimensions. Considering the
diversity of religions, there is no way to give more attention and care to some of the existing
diversity. Therefore, in this research, our understanding of religion, conceptually, is mainly
theistic and those on the consecration of the sublime/sacred being are of central importance. So
it can be said that religion is the human attention to the worship and sanctification of the
Supreme/God, which is manifested in different forms. Also, in terms of examples, we mainly
focus on the God-believing religions of the Abrahamic tradition. Also, our perception of
religion causes it to have different dimensions. Here, based on Ninan Smart's approach, seven
dimensions are considered: doctrinal, moral/legal, religious-ritual, experiential,
social/institutional, mythological-narrative, and material. The meaning of the doctrinal
dimensions is the set of beliefs in a religious tradition. So the relationship between religious
experience and the doctrinal dimension of religion is interactive and two-way, not one-way; In
the sense that although the doctrinal dimension of religion is generally ahead of religious
experiences and using this dimension, most religious experiences are perceived and interpreted,
but there are also important cases in which religious experiences, without the active role of the
doctrinal dimension of religion, are understood and interpreted. Therefore, the type of
relationship between religious experience and the doctrinal dimension of religion depends on
the time, place, type and level of religious experiences, the tradition of belief in God or atheism
in which the experiencer lives, and other factors. Also, it seems that the moral dimension and
religious experiences are in a two-way interaction, although ultimately the goal of the moral
dimension is to reach the levels of religious experiences of its mystical and spiritual type. In
addition, regarding the moral dimension, we should mainly give more importance to reviving
and revelatory experiences than other types. The religious-ritual dimension means the set of
practical and functional teachings of religion, which has both a duty aspect and embodies the
external function of religion. In this context, it is better to separate this dimension into two
parts: individual and collective rituals. Therefore, the devotional dimension of religion,
especially its rituals, has a two-way relationship with religious experiences, that is, it is both a
means of symbolically repeating the religious experiences of saints and Prophets of a religious
tradition, and it is also the basis for creating new experiences in the believers. Mythological and
narrative dimension refers to the collection of stories and narratives that are formed during the
historical development of any religion about the founders, leaders, and great saints, then passed
down from one heart to another, even in the form of tradition. So there is a two-way interaction
between the religious experience and the narrative-mythology dimension. The material
dimension means the physical structures that are created as a result of the historical
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development of a religious tradition. The material aspect of religion in its various forms mainly
invites us and creates the background for the occurrence of spiritual and mystical experiences
in the believers of the respective religious traditions.

Conclusion

Considering the diversity of religious dimensions in at least two traditions of divine and non-
divine religions, and examining the characteristics of the two types of Numinous and intuitive-
mystical experiences from two essentialist and constructivist approaches, it seems that the
absolute emphasis on the primacy of religious experience over other dimensions of religion,
especially its religious dimension, as well as the strong belief in the precedence of other
dimensions over religious experiences and rejecting the existence of any uninterpreted
experience, are not very defensible and do not require logical justification. Therefore, according
to the results, both approaches of essentialism and constructionism are rejected, especially in
their maximal form. It is not possible to determine the priority or delay, causality or one-sided
disability of religious experience with other dimensions of religion. On the other hand, we can
emphasize their bilateral and mutual interaction; this means that the network diversity of
religious dimensions and the wide variety of religious experiences in different theistic and non-
theistic traditions have made it possible for some religious and spiritual experiences to be
constructive and the creator of some dimensions of religion, and this possibility also exists. It
is believed that some aspects of religion play an important role in creating the context for the
occurrence of some religious experiences. Also, although the assumption of the occurrence of
some, not all, pure religious experiences is not ruled out for some religious people, however,
the perception of those experiences and their interpretation is usually possible within the
theological context in which they lived and were intellectually cultivated. In addition, assuming
the existence of a common core in some experiences or even the occurrence of common
experiences for different religious people in different intellectual traditions, their
reinterpretation is affected by the assumptions of their intellectual tradition. Finally, common
sense and natural human nature are the most basic platforms for understanding and interpreting
religious experiences. Now, our type of approach is the nature of human innate and common
sense, which determines how to perceive religious experience and interpret it.
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