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The Banshees of Inisherin by Martin McDonagh (1970- )is
black tragicomedy film. In this film, despite representation of the first fantastic
scenes of the film, suddenly, all those beautiful images of the island turn into
darkness and misery. Relied on the thoughts of Hannah Arendt (1906-1976), the
political philosopher of the 20th century, this research tries to show why, despite
all the initial beauties, in the end we see fire, war, death, immigration and misery
and dissatisfaction. In this article, the focus of the discussion is based on three
basic concepts in Arendt's book The Human Condition: labor, work and action.
Inthe end, it is tried to show that it is the lack of the concept of action that causes
all the darkness, bitterness and misery at the end of the film. In fact, this article
tries to show that the desired trinity in the human world in Arendt's human
condition must be realized together and side by side. Because the absence of
action or ignoring and not understanding its ontological position causes the
misery of the human world.
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Extended Abstract

Hannah Arendt (1906-1976) is one of the most important and influential political philosophers
of the 20" century who has presented valuable works in this regard to the world. Under the
influence of the phenomenological thought of Martin Heidegger and the political and
philosophical thought of Karl Jaspers she was able to establish a new way of thinking in the
field of the relationship between philosophy and politics. One of her most important ideas is
the concept of political action and thinking about what will happen when political action is
removed from a society or ignored. She separates labor, work, and action in her book, The
Human Condition, which was published in 1974. According to her, labor is an activity that
humans and other living beings do. In other words, their life and survival require labor. In fact,
labor is only related to the biological aspect of life, in the absence of which it is not possible to
continue and survive. Labor includes activities such as agriculture, hunting, reproduction, etc.
But unlike other beings, when human finished this activity, he likes to pay attention to his
personal life and self-flourishing, self-developing, self-unfolding and growth. In this regard,
Arendt believes that the category of work corresponds to this desire. Work is actually related to
any creative activity that can exclude our life from the circle of living and give it an artistic or
aesthetic form. Despite the value that Arendt places on these two categories, and especially
considering that labor is the foundation of life, in her opinion, it is only the third category that
in its absence, labor and work will also be disturbed. This third category is called action. Action
or political action actually involves thinking about another and causes each human beings to be
the cause of another's life and to consider another's happiness and sadness as their own
happiness and sadness.

Martin McDonagh (1970-) is a prominent Irish-British playwright, screenwriter and director
who, while paying attention to aesthetic values in his works, pays attention to political and
social contexts. Among his plays that have been translated into Persian, we can mention these
works: The Beauty Queen of Leenane, The Lonesome West, The Lieutenant of Inishmore, The
Pillowman, A Skull in Connemara and The Cripple of Inishmaan, some of which have been
performed in Iranian theaters. Maca-Donna since 2004. He has made movies. The Banshees of
Inisherin, as his last film, was made in 2022 by him. He won several international awards,
including the Golden Globe, the BAFTA Film Awards, and the Venice Film Festival. The story
is about a small community living on a far and beautiful island called Inisherin in Ireland, which
was captured in the civil war of 1923. The main focus of the film deals with the friendship of
folklore musician, Colm Doherty and Padraic Suilleabhain and Calum's decision to end this
relationship and the consequences of this choice. This article tries to explain in an ontological
way why this friendship turns into war and fire.

Also, in this film, there is a story of the island police, who ignores the surrounding issues
and only pursues their own goals, as well as other people who are only immersed in their
personal world and knowingly or unknowingly, and of course often knowingly, about the
political and social issues of their country. They withdraw and claim that the war and fire in the
center of their country is unimportant to them or they behave as if they are in a safe place and
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therefore that war and fire do not concern them. But in the end, we see that, despite their fantasy,
that beautiful island does not see salvation, and war, blood, and fire engulf them.

This article raises the question of whether the politics of difference and ignoring the public
affair and mere immersion in the private world can ultimately be sufficient for the realization
of a sufficient life and through The Banshees of Inisherin and relying on the ideas of Arendt in
regarding the three concepts of work, labor and action, tries to show that carelessness,
indifference and lack of attention to what Arendt calls action can disrupt the two areas of work
and effort. This research tries to rely on the book of Human Condition to firstly show that in
that beautiful island, there was no concern about action or thinking about another existence,
that is, their country. Although they saw that there was a fire and war in their country, they were
busy with their own world of labor and work, secondly, and as a result of the lack of thought of
political action, each of them suffered such mental and moral degeneration that they did any
work and action to achieve what they had in mind, without thinking about the results for others,
and thirdly, we finally see how the tragic and misery covers all the characters of the work.
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