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The importance of recognizing the type of attribution between the knower and
the known is determining the position of knowledge in the worldview approach
and its epistemological function. The main question of this research is: What is
the meaning and function of the type of attribution between the knower and the
known with the evolution in the philosophical principles? According to the
originality of nature, the type of this attribution is the categorical attribution,
assuming the duality of the two sides of the attribution, causes problems such as
the validity of knowledge, the distinction between the knower and the known,
and the problems of mental existence. According to the originality of the
existence of gradational oneness, the type of this attribution is the illuminative
attribution. In this type of attribution, the knowledge of knower, in a longitudinal
and gradational relationship, becomes the cause of the creation of known, and
finally according to the originality of the existence of personal oneness, the unity
between the knower and the known can be stated and the type of attribution is
qayuami attribution. The findings of the research show that according to the three
philosophical journeys, by passing from multiplicity to unity, the gradational
aspect gives its position to unity between the knower and the known, until in the
third journey, the presence and intuition of the knower appears in the mirror of
his manifestations.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The term of “attribution” indicates a kind of dependence or measurement between different or
similar affairs. By generalizing the inherent characteristic of attribution, that is, “having a
relationship with two sides”, to a real and existential affair such as knowledge and perception,
an additional relationship between the knower and the known can be considered. By the
evolution of philosophical schools, the correlative of affairs such as knowledge and the
relationship between knowledge and knower also finds a new concept that fits the new
approach. The main question of this research is: What is the meaning and function of the type
of attribution between the knower and the known with the evolution in the philosophical
principles?

Three Philosophical Journeys and Three Types of Attribution

According to the originality of nature, “categorical attribution” is a relationship that is
established between two independent things. This type of attribution has distinction with the
principles of Transcendent Wisdom and causes problems such as the validity of knowledge, the
distinction between the knower and the known, and the problems of mental existence. In the
second journey, i.e. “illuminative attribution”, the additional is the existence of the effect which
is realized by the cause. The illuminative attribution is the same creation of effect and is from
the realm of existence (Sabzevari, 1991, vol.2, 116). In gayami attribution, that is, the ultimate
point of view of Mulla Sadra, God is the Only Essence, whose relationship with all things,
different from other causes and effects, is one and has unity (Mulla Sadra, 1990, vol.5, 225).
According to Mulla Sadra, the reality of knowledge returns to the reality of existence (Mulla
Sadra, 1990, vol.6, 174), and rather, both are one (Mulla Sadra, 1990, vol.6, 150). As a result
of this view, not only the existence of everything itself is a stage of knowledge, but in the
gradational system of existence, every lower stage issued from a higher stage of knowledge as
a higher existence.

The Position of Knowledge according to Illuminative Attribution

a. The true meaning and function of knowledge shows its alignment with the existential and
illuminative view. The truth of existence is a light that is the manifestation of possibilities, just
like knowledge, whose light has such characteristics (Mulla Sadra, 1990, vol.2, 288).

b. The relationship between the illuminative knowledge and the activity of God is that since
Divine Knowledge is the same of His Essence and is the attribution of God to things, it is also
His activity and attribution to things (Mulla Sadra, 1990, vol.2, 288).

c. According to the illuminative relationship, the state of the soul in relation to imaginary
and sensory perceptions is more similar to the agent that creates images. That is, the erect stance
of sensory and imaginary forms to the soul is not the incarnationist erect stence, but the
emanation erect stance (Mulla Sadra, 1990, vol.1, 287).
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The Position of Knowledge according to Qayumi Attribution

a. With the emphasis on the unity of the Divine Essence, God's attribution to things is exactly
the same of illuminative attribution and is the basis of explaining His knowledge to other things
(Mulla Sadra, 1975,120-121). The goal of any gift from God is the soul of the Holy Essence
and not needing anything else. Therefore, the perfection of God's Knowledge is not the presence
of the essences of things or their forms with Him, but the perfection of His Knowledge is His
Wisdom, in such a way that the manifestation of His Essence for Himself is the manifestation
of the essences of things for His Essence (Mulla Sadra, 1975, 121-122).

b. During sensory perception, the soul descends to the stage of the senses, just as it is elevated
to the stage of the Active Intellect in intellectual perception and unites with it. In fact, the soul
becomes the same stage in every perception, which is their gaydmi attribution to the soul (Mulla
Sadra, 1981, 228).

Conclusion

In the categorical attribution, the relationship between the two sides of the attribution is
transverse, and in the illuminative and gayumi attribution, this relationship is longitudinal.
Longitudinal relationship occurs between two stages of existence in the illuminative attribution,
but in the gayami attribution, this relationship originally occurs between the existence of God
and His manifestations. According to this, firstly: in relation to Divine Knowledge, the position
of God in qayumi attribution is higher than the position of The Necessary Being in illuminative
attribution, in terms of His Unity and Simplicity. Secondly: In relation to human perceptions,
the soul, in a state where it is united and objectified with its perceptions, has a higher stage of
existence than when it is independent of perceptual forms and only coexists with them, even
though it is the subject and creator of them.
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