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Abstract

A country's geopolitical code specifies strategic priorities and ways to
achieve them. These codes include a definition of a state's interests, an
identification of external threats to those interests, a planned response to
such threats, and geopolitical representations of that response. Territorial
connectivity projects are an integral part of the geopolitical codes of the
foreign policy of great powers that inject political economy into territorial
layers. The world order of the 21st century is affected by transportation
corridors and port and infrastructure connection networks through the
definition of geopolitical projects. China's massive One Belt One Road
project is the geopolitical focal point of the global connectivity networks
that other powers are codifying on both discursive and physical levels. We
show in this paper that the geopolitical codes of connectivity extend from
the local to the global levels to shape the new competition in the 21st
century geopolitical transition towards a new order. Hence, in response to
China's ambitious initiative, we examine the geopolitical codes of great
powers that are individually, dynamically, or coordinated. In the end, we
present solutions for Iran's foreign policy in order to play the geopolitical
role of "connection™ in the upcoming world order.
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