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The Function of Metaphorical Language in Jong-e Ta’ziyyeh Molla Ali Fakher
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Abstract

Noha and ta’ziyyeh for Imam Hussain (pbuh) reached a considerable growth during the
Qajar era. As the audience of this poem was the general public, it tried to use the simplest
and most effective forms and meters, and since it involved speakers’ and listeners’ religious
thoughts, it used orderliness and explicitness. The literary form of language, influenced by
thought and simplicity, turned to expressive uses of similes, metaphors, etc. to convey the
insight and attitude of the author and his audience. In this descriptive-analytical research,
the method of data collection is library-based, the method of data analysis is qualitative,
and the method of reasoning is inductive, and it has investigated the metaphors of Divan
Molla Ali Fakher and tried to understand the poet’s religious thoughts, people’s tendency,
and a balance between them. The findings show that Molla Ali’s laments and elegies focus
on the narration of oppression, and contain Ashurai and religious discourse; they use simple
language and few images; they are full of sadness, and they are directly related to the
religious beliefs of the poet and people. The poet’s inclination towards Shiite thinking has
turned his laments into a place to express his faith in the Imamate of Imam Ali (pbuh) and
the greatness of the Prophet’s daughter. From among the metaphors, the poet has selected
explicit metaphors and has often used the love for Hazrat-e Fatima and the heroism of
Imam Ali (pubh) to express spiritual and worldly positions. Descriptive phrases are widely
used which sometimes leads to exaggeration. Five metaphors are dedicated to Hazrat-e
Nabawi and the least number of metaphors is dedicated to Hazrat-e Zainab.
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