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Abstract

Written by Sahar Khalifa, a Palestinian novelist, "Al-Sabbar" (wild thorns) reflects the
mindset of the colonized Palestinians in the last decades of the twentieth century. The
novel features many characters, each symbolizing a different aspect of the Palestinian
mentality. Through a psychoanalytic reading, one can better understand the hidden
worldview of the novel and gain insight into the mentality of Palestinian society in the
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current study assumes that three kinds of characters in the novel embody these three
parts of the psyche. The masses and those who work in Israeli manufactures represent

survival. In this novel, Adel is a rationalist and realist responsible for organizing
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to resist their Israeli factory owners. As a voice of rationalism and realism, Adel invites

at the end of it all, Adel changes his standpoint transforming fT.,..,,..,1155555555555

resulting in his realistic viewpoint becoming an idealistic one.The evolved mentality at
the end of novel is rational, idealistic and pragmatic - this is what Khalife wants for
Palestinian people unconsciously.

Keywords: Psychoanalytic criticism, Frued, Ego, Supe-ego, Id, Al-Sabbar, Sahar
Khalifa.
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