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Abstract
The lexical difficulties in the Shahnameh extend beyond obsolete words. There are
also words that, despite their apparent clarity, have unidentified semantic changes
leading to misunderstandings among the editors and commentators, as well as
Persian lexicographers. In this article, the authors focus on one of these words in the
story of Rostam and Sohrab. They begin by reviewing different readings and
interpretations of a verse containing the word in question in the most distinguished
editions and commentaries of the text. By examining the various meanings of the
verb gastan (with prepositions ba, ba and soy-i), and the word award in the
Shahnameh, as a key to understanding the verse, they recognize a neglected meaning
of the word ayaz, that is “intention, purpose,” and support their argument by
identifying two other instances in the same text. The authors argue that this ayaz is
nothing more than a semantic transformation of the well-known ayaz, and is
unrelated to the word awaz, which seemingly was a rare variety of ayaz, and also
appears several times in the Shahnameh in the compound preposition bar awaz-i,
meaning “in pursuit of, after”. The semantic change of ayaz took place through the
following way: “to begin (to do)” — “to embark upon (to do)” — “to intend to”.
This unknown meaning of ayaz has not been recorded in any of the modern Persian
dictionaries.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The lexical complexities of Shahnameh are not confined to unique and forgotten
words. One can see many seemingly clear words in the precious work that mislead
its correctors and commentators and Persian lexicographers. This study focused on
one of the words that belong to the story of Rostam and Sohrab. The true meaning
of this word has so far been opaque.

2. Method

The first method of researchers was examining meticulously and thoroughly the text
of Shahnameh and to perceive how some words and expressions have been in the
mind and language of Ferdowsi. Then, some of the details and semantic changes
were explored in other texts and they were reported. Exploring other significant
manuscripts of Shahnameh and relying on some rules of critical correction of texts,
the researchers tried to show the correctness of their opinion.

3. Results

The verse that we metioned before and embraces the word that this study focuses on,
appears after Sohrab faces with Rostam for the first time. Sohrab returned to Turan
camp and Hooman explained to him that Rostam attacked us this morning, while
you had been ordered that the army should not react. He added:

This form has been appeared in the manuscripts of Beirut (about 700 AH),
Safineh Tabriz (721 AH), London (841 AH), and Istanbul (783 AH). Though it has
apperaed in Khaleghi Motagh’s last corrected version, but the meaning of the verse
was not clear to the researchers.

At first, a short description of this form and the meaning of this verse in the most
well-known corrected manuscripts as well as the description of the stories were
presented. Then, the researchers accepted the above-mentioned recording as correct
form and a basis for understanding the whole verse. To us, the phrase " .-:8 5,57 4"
can be read in two ways: as a verb phrase, meaning "turning to war — fighting" and
as a syntactic sttucture and a combination that can not be found in any dictionary,
meaning "to manouver in the battleground”. From among the two possibilities, the
authors preferred the first one after examining its different meanings of the verb -2
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(with other words like v« @ 1) So, we translate literally the second line as “when
the fight started?”

But understanding the meaning of the verse depends on understanding the
different forgotten meaning “;7” (beginning). By exploring all parts of Shahnameh,
we found that the word has been used in two cases, meaning “tending to*“. When
talking about war, it is something like "planing™. The first case is in the story of
Kamous Koshani:

QL_.;)‘) ul_ajw ))_fb L ] u\_:u)l_cT C — [

—
and the second one in the story of Khaghan, Hital and Noushin-Ravan:
o ST s Ay el e o e Jo e Sl

So, a tiny correction in the last verse was done due to this unknown meaning.

The authors of this article then started to see whether the word ;LsT here is
etymologically derived from the famous meaning of ;7or not. The necessity of such
examination lies in the fact that the word ;L7 (beginning) has had the form ;|7 and
this word in the Shahnameh has been used many times to mean seeking or tryning to
do something. All these may show that ;L7 in the sense “tending or deciding to” may
be another orm of ;. So, a part of ‘this article was dedicated to rejecting the
relationship between ;L¢T and 5)4f, saying that the word ;LeT that we talk about is
nothing but the famous ;.7, meaning that ,..;eT has changes from “to begin” to
“embarking upon to do something” and then it became deciding to.

The expression ;151 » has been recognized by Khaleghi Motlagh in Shahnameh,
saying tthat the expression means seeking for, being after and due to. By having the
whole correction of Shahnameh by Khaleghi Motlagh, we have more evidence of
this additional letter in the combinations, which makes its meaning more exact.
Refering to the the set of evidences of the usages, the authors say that the core
meaning of i1 . is “seeking/being after” and its trajectory of changes is "go for the
song of"' — "to go after something" — "deciding to so something".

The final part of this article deals with another ;27 which is derivatively differnet
from the famous “;LéT” and is not a word of Shahnémeh at all. Here, the authors have
provided a authentic evidence of the usage of ;i instead of LT (a present participle
form of ;. ,Lel, meaning making wet or soaking) in the encyclopedia of Hakim
Meisari. They have siad that the beginning of ;i instead of ,.T is not because of
phonetic changes, but is due to the past form of ;. e and ;.3 that is cxl. The
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Sogdian and Kharazmi forms as well as the persion form of .=l (in Molana’s
language) indicates the presence of c_:£T (205LeT) in some Persian dialects of those
regions. The similarity of the past participle of the two verbs has made the speakers
to use the present participle of one instead of the other.

4. Conclusion

One of the meanings of ;7 in Shahnameh, which has so far been ignored by some
editors and commentators of this book, is "deciding and intending to”. The word ;L1
in this sense has three use evidences in Shahnameh and we should know it a result
of the semantic transformation of the verb ““;. 5 through: "to beging (to do)" —
"to embark upon (to do)" — "to intend to". This unknown meaning of ;i has not
been recorded in any of the Persian dictionaries, including the Comprehensive
Persian Encyclopedia culture.

Keywords: Text Correction, Ferdowsi's Shahnameh, Story of Rostam And Sohrab,
Lexicography, Semantic Changes
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